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Carl Zeilman -- Director 
czeilman@saratogacountyny.gov
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etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov
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mcevoymike@aol.com

Saratoga County Office of Emergency Services
25 West High Street - Ballston Spa, NY 12020
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The Office of Emergency Services is constantly monitoring the 
Ebola situation and continues to take a proactive approach by 

engaging in regional meetings and conference calls coordinated by 
the New York State Department of Health. I encourage you to take a 
moment and read EMS Chief Mike MCEvoy’s Ebola update for more 
information.   

In this issue you will find numerous training and educational oppor-
tunities that  I hope you will find beneficial.  If you have a training 
idea that you would like to see offered in the County, please contact 
us at: emergencyservices@saratogacountyny.gov  
 

Emergency Managers, mark your calendars. Monday, December 15th (9am-noon) OES 
will host an emergency manager meeting at the Fire Training Center. We will have a 
guest speaker from DHSES who will discuss declaring state of emergencies.  

Are you up-to-date with your emergency action plan?  Do you need a refresher in how 
to use Hyper Reach, the emergency notification system?  Contact OES!  

As always, OES is here to serve you. If you need assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact our office at: 885-2232.  Be safe. stay safe.

Office of Emergency Services, EMS Coordinator Mike McEvoy, 
reminds all EMS and Fire Departments that they should have, 

at minimum, accomplished the following Ebola preparation ac-
tivities:
 
1. Completed the CDC Ebola checklist for your agency  
www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/ems-checklist-ebola-preparedness.pdf

2. Have in the hands of every EMS member an Ebola screening 
card www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/evd-screening-criteria.pdf

3. Have complete Ebola gear in every ambulance, fly-car, Chief's vehicle and fire re-
sponse unit to include at minimum: fluid resistant or impermeable long-sleeved gowns 
or Tyvek suits, double gloves, eye protection, leg coverings, disposable shoe covers, 
surgical masks and N-95 respirators.

4. For up to the minute information, see the CDC Ebola web page for EMS at www.cdc.
gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/interim-guidance-emergency-medical-services-systems-911-public-safety-
answering-points-management-patients-known-suspected-united-states.html
 
Note that supplies of the above items will very soon become depleted and it is likely we 
will experience 3-6 month back orders similar to what we saw with H1N1 and SARS.  Be 
sure that your department is prepared!
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Saratoga County Fire Services

Saratoga County

OES

Ed Tremblay, is the Saratoga 
County Fire Coordinator and  
Deputy Director of the Office of 
Emergency Services.  Ed is also a 
Life Member of both West Crese-
cent Fire Department and Clifton 
Park Halfmoon Amubulance. Ed 
can be reached at:  
etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov

This course introduces the student to the special char-
acteristics and considerations of Lightweight Wood 

Construction. Topics such as manufacturing methods, 
component awareness, fire performance, and strategies 
& tactics pertaining to fires involving lightweight wood 
construction will be examined. Primary emphasis is on im-
proving fire personnel’s ability to recognize the presence 
of lightweight wood construction and the hazards related 
with it. Course material enables the student to recognize 
the dangers, operate safely and better predict the overall 
reaction of a building during fire conditions. The course 
includes three student activities. 

Pre- requisite: Firefighter I or equivalent 
 Proof of Pre- Requisite is required

This course is designed for Fire Officers and senior fire-
fighting personnel. 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
BY CALLING ED TREMBLAY AT: 884-4702
LEAVE NAME, PHONE NUMBER, AND AGENCY  
AFFILIATION
Or e- mail to: etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov

 Firefighter’s Guide to  
Lightweight Wood Construction

This course provides vehicle operators with a better 
understanding of the seriousness of emergency vehi-

cle operation. Based on objectives from the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 1002 Fire Appa-
ratus Driver/Operator, Chapter 2. This course stimulates 
the thought processes to make the students aware of the 
potential for tragedy and financial loss and of the legal 
and moral responsibilities encountered when operating 
emergency vehicles. 

Location: Maple Avenue Fire Station  
Instructor: Shaw 
 
Time: 7:00 pm – 11:00 pm (Subject to change after first 
night discussion) 
Dates: October 21, 28, 30, November 3, 8x2, 2014

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
BY CALLING ED TREMBLAY @ 884-4702
LEAVE NAME, PHONE NUMBER, AND AGENCY AFFILIATION
Or e- mail to: etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov

 Emergency Vehicle Operation 
Class (EVOC)

Course Length: 12 hours
Prerequisites: Firefighter I or equivalent
Location: West Crescent Fire Station 
Instructor: OFPC T. Wutz 

Time: 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
Dates: November 17, 24, 25, December 3, 2014

Fire Behavior and Arson Awareness 
Fire Behavior and Arson Awareness course trains firefighters to understand normal and predicted fire behavior. It 
enable students to understand the basic concepts of fire chemistry, the normal growth of fires, and to develop and 
apply observational skills that may be critical to a fire investigation. Using standard accepted procedures, students 
apply techniques fundamental to preserving the fire scene for further cause determination. This course is designed 
for Fire officers and Senior Firefighting personnel.  
 
Location: Malta Ridge Fire Station #1 
Instructor: J. Champagne 
Time: 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
Dates: November 3, 10, 13, 17, 2014

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
BY CALLING ED TREMBLAY @ 884-4702
LEAVE NAME, PHONE NUMBER, AND AGENCY  
AFFILIATION
Or e- mail to: etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov
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Saratoga County EMS

EMS Council Awards EAP Contract
Mike McEvoy, PhD, NRP, 
RN, CCRN is the EMS Coordina-
tor for Saratoga County, para-
medic supervisor for Clifton 
Park & Halfmoon Ambulance, 
firefighter and chief medical of-
ficer for West Crescent Fire and 
EMS editor for Fire Engineering 
magazine.  He is a nurse clini-
cian in the cardiothoracic surgi-
cal ICU at Albany Med where he 
also teaches critical care medi-
cine and chairs the hospital re-
suscitation committee. Mike also 
serves on the EMS Section Board 
of the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs and the board of 
the National Registry for EMTs.

New EMS Coordinators

Priority 3 Calls Now Included in MA

AHA Training Center MovedWelcome New EMS Coordinators - EMS Coordina-
tor Mike McEvoy has appointed three new Deputy 

EMS Coordinators:

•EMS-2 Nash Alexander (n.alexander@wiltonems.org)
•EMS-3 Joe Santiago (jsantiago@cphmems.org)
•EMS-6 Mike Seney (mseney@cphmems.org)

Alexander is the Chief of Wilton EMS, Santiago is the 
Executive Director of Clifton Park & Halfmoon Ambu-
lance and Seney is a member of Moreau Emergency 
Squad and the Director of Operations at Clifton Park 
& Halfmoon Ambulance.  The new appointments keep 
with McEvoy’s previously announced intent to realign 
the County EMS Coordinator group to utilize active 
leaders of County EMS agencies.

The Saratoga County EMS Council, through the efforts of 
the EMS Administrators group and the Saratoga County 

Purchasing Department (who issued the RFP) has selected 
Capital EAP (www.capitaleap.org) as the preferred provider 
for Employee Assistance Programs.  Capital EAP already 
provides services to several ambulance corps and fire de-
partments in the County and the EMS Council contract will 
significantly reduce costs for any EMS agency or fire de-
partment who wishes to take advantage of their services.  
Maximal savings for all organizations would be achieved if 
at least 12 departments enroll.  Services include individual 
and family counseling, stress reduction and wellness class-
es, financial counseling, drug and alcohol counseling, crisis 
management services and employee counseling and assis-
tance.  The annual fee per member is extremely affordable 
and covers not only the member but their family as well.  
The EMS Admin group plans to distribute additional infor-
mation to EMS and fire departments.

Wilton Emergency Squad has assumed operations of the 
Saratoga County EMS Council American Heart Associa-

tion training center.  The agency is in the process of updat-
ing the instructor database and computerizing instructor 
registration, class lists and card issuance.  The Council has 
established a new e-mail address for the AHA Training Cen-
ter at: cpr@saratogaems.org.  

At the recommendation of the EMS Administrators group, 
County EMS Coordinator Mike McEvoy has changed the 

dispatch processing of Priority 3 calls.  Previously, calls 
coded as Priority 3 (standby or stage in the area) did not 
roll over into the EMS Mutual Aid Plan.  P3 calls now are 
included in the standard Mutual Aid process and will be 
turned over for MA at 5 minutes.  The recommendation is 
predicated on last month’s change in dispatch of psychiat-
ric/abnormal behavior and suicide attempt calls to Prior-
ity 3 status.  Desk Officers at the Communications Center 
were concerned that possible delays in MA may prolong 
EMS responses.  The Admin group also felt that Fire Scene 
standbys, which are typically assigned a P3 status, should 
also roll over to MA in the interests of firefighter safety.  
The new change has already been implemented at Com-
munications.

Nash 
Alexander 

Mike 
Seney 

Joe 
Santiago
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Incident Response to  

Terrorist Bombings
This course provides basic instruction on response 

procedures for terrorist incidents involving energet-
ic materials (explosives and incendiaries). The course 
includes classroom presentations that address po-
tential terrorist bombing targets in U.S. communities, 
common military and commercial explosives available 
to terrorists, improvised explosive devices (IEDs), and 
response procedures that support safe and effective 
operations during bombing incidents.

Course Objectives:
•To prepare emergency responders and others who are 
involved in incident response to perform safely and ef-
fectively during incidents of terrorism involving ener-
getic materials (explosives and incendiaries) 
•To instill in participants a respect for the destructive 
potential of energetic materials that terrorist may use 
in a WMD incident 

Prerequisites & Other Information: None
Cost: No cost
Course Specifics:
Hours: 4.00
Provider: Andrew C. Cannito
Sponsor: DHS-FEMA TEI
 

Location: Malta Ridge Fire Station #1
Date: Thursday October 23, 2014
Time: 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm

Pre- Registration:  Contact Fire Coordinator  
Ed Tremblay 
(518) 884-4702
etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov  
Supply Name, Agency, Phone number

Disaster Mental Health:
Assisting Children and Families

For the third autumn in a row a training will be pro-
vided to DMH responders. This year’s training, de-

veloped and delivered by the Institute for Disaster Men-
tal Health at SUNY New Paltz (IDMH), will address the 
needs of children and families after disasters. This is an 
important group to focus on as children are recognized 
as a vulnerable population who not only can suffer 
short-term reactions to traumatic experiences but who 
can experience long-term consequences that disrupt 
their emotional, social, and academic development if 
their distress is not adequately addressed. Parents and 
caregivers can play an essential role in protecting chil-

 Methamphetamine & Clan Lab 
Course

The Saratoga County Office of Emergency Services has 
partnered with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Adminis-

tration to offer first responders in Saratoga County, an 
educational training opportunity that will focus on the 
hazards of Methamphetamine and Clandestine Labora-
tory Awareness.  A registration form can be found on the 
last page.  

CLASSROOM SESSION: Tuesday, November 18th 
(7:00pm to 10:00pm) 

Hillcrest Fire Department -- 145 Pruyn Hill Road,  
Mechanicville, NY 12118

Training Seminar Will Include: 

• Methamphetamine: Recognition, abuse, effects and 
trends
• Clan Labs: Trends, recognition, dangers, production 
methods and response 
• Clan lab site contamination
• Hazards of the “One Pot” method
• Removal, transportation and disposal of hazardous 
materials
• Dealing with children found at clan lab sites
• BHO (Butane Honey Oil) Labs

dren and responding to their needs but their own distress 
can rise if they feel unable to help their children, leading 
to a kind of negative feedback loop that harms the entire  
family system.

The training will use an applied approach; teaching spe-
cific skills and providing opportunities to practice them 
and will also incorporate personal stories from healthcare 
and mental health providers who have provided services 
to children post disaster.

Target Audience
Community and healthcare disaster mental health
responders.

Faculty
 Athena A. Drewes, PsyD, MA, RPT-S
 Robin Guiney, LCSW

Registration
Click on https://www.nylearnsph.com and search Course 
Catalog for OHEP-DMH-06.

Questions Regarding Training
Direct questions to prepedap@health.ny.gov
or 518 474-2893.



October 21-Nov 3 - Emergency Vehicle Operation 
(EVOC)  
Location: Maple Avenue Fire Station  
Instructor: Shaw 
Time: 7:00 pm – 11:00 pm

October 23 - Response to Terrorist Bombing 
Location: Malta Ridge Fire #1 
Time: 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm

November 3-17 - Firefighter’s Guide to Lightweight  
         Construction
Location: Ballston Spa (Tentative) 
Instructor: J. Champagne 
Time: 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm

November 17- Dec. 3 - Firefighter’s Guide to Light 
                                    weight Construction 
Location: West Crescent Fire Station 
Instructor: OFPC T. Wutz 
Time: 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm
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Sheriff’s Office Fire/EMS Training  
Calendar

October 23 – 26 - NYS Dept. of Health – Vital Signs 2014 
in Rochester. www.vitalsignsconference.com  
(sign up at bottom of page for updates)

EMS Training

Fire Training

Pre-register by calling Ed Tremblay at 884-4702 and 
leave name, phone number and agency affiliation or  
e mail: etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov 

On September 12th, Sher-
iff Zurlo promoted Phil 

Brousseau to the position 
of Desk Sergeant.  Phil has 
been with the Sheriff's Of-
fice since 2008, serving as a 
Desk Officer.  In addition to 
the leadership skills Phil will 
bring to the position, he has 
tremendous experience in 
the Emergency Services field. 
Phil has served as a member 
of the Vischer Ferry Fire De-
partment since 1978,  hold-
ing multiple offices during 

that period, including Chief and also serves on several 
boards and committees pertaining to the fire service.

Brousseau Promoted

Join Capital Region Toys for 
Tots, Saratoga County Sheriff’s 

and  and Convoy for the Kids 
as part of a brand new effort to 
bring people together to help 
less fortunate children during 
the Holiday Season.  

Trucks and Emergency Vehicles 
will line up outside the Saratoga 
Springs Wal Mart Store starting 
at 9 a.m. on Sunday November 
30th as part of a convoy to help 

generate new, unwrapped toys for immediate distribu-
tion this December.

This event will feature a convoy that will leave Wal Mart 
at around 11 a.m. before traveling around 13 miles 
through the city of Saratoga Springs and eventually end-
ing at the Saratoga County Sheriff’s Office where a drive-
thru collection effort will take place. 

All Saratoga County Agencies are invit-
ed to attend. Agencies interested in attend-
ing should contact Steve Gordon @ 885-2496 or  
sgordon@saratogacountyny.gov, with questions or to 
register your apparatus.

Toys for Tots Convoy
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On Wednesday, October 15th CERT team members from 
across the County visited the State Emergency Opera-

tions Center in Albany.  If your CERT team members have 
interest in touring the facility, contact OES at 885-2232.  

CERT Teams Visit State EOC

SAVE THE DATE: The Of-
fice of Emergency Services 

will host emergency manag-
ers from across the county at 
the Fire Training classroom on 
Monday, December 15th from 
9:00am to Noon.  Representa-
tives from DHSES will also pro-

vide a speaker to address the topic of declaring state 
of emergency, conducting damage assessments and 
the paperwork needed.  This is a good opportunity 
for the emergency managers across the county to net-
work with one another and to take part in pertinent 
discussion. If you plan on attending please e-mail:  
czeilman@saratogacountyny.gov 

Emergency Manager Meeting

On Saturday, September 27th the Office of Emergency Services held a classroom training session on Railway Safety 
in cooperation with Canadian Pacific Railway. Safety personnel from Canadian Pacific conducted the training for 

more than 70 fire, police and EMS providers who attended the session in Saratoga Springs.  The following weekend, 
on Saturday, October 4th a second class was held, a hands-on portion that allowed first responders to familiarize 
themselves with locomotives, railcars and dealing with hazardous materials. The turnout was a big success, so much 
in fact, that OES has reached out to Canadian Pacific about the possibility of conducting a table-top exercise during 
the winter months.  Stay tuned.  

Railway Safety Training a Success

The Office of Emergency Services works 
closely with fire, police and ems agencies 

from across Saratoga County protecting life 
and property.  

As a way to show off our partnership, we are 
in the process of creating a first responder 
wall where we can proudly display your de-
partments colors.  To date, we have had 15 
departments submit their patch to us. 

If you would you like to provide OES  with a patch for the wall, 
please send it to: The Saratoga County Office of Emergency 
Services, 25 West High Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020.   

Send Us Your Department Patch



O
ct

ob
er

 2
01

4

 7

Saratoga County

OES

SARATOGA COUNTY OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
25 West High Street., Ballston Spa, NY 12020

(518) 885-2232; Fax: (518) 884-4707
Email: emergencyservices@saratogacountyny.gov

METHAMPHETAMINE & CLANDESTINE DRUG LAB 
COURSE REGISTRATION

The Saratoga County Office of Emergency Services has partnered with the U.S. Drug  
Enforcement Administration to offer first responders in Saratoga County, an educational 
training opportunity that will focus on the hazards of Methamphetamine and Clandestine 
Laboratory Awareness.  This seminar will be conducted by the U.S. Drug Enforcement  
Administration (DEA).

CLASSROOM SESSION:  
Tuesday, November 18th (7:00pm to 10:00pm) 

Hillcrest Fire Department -- 145 Pruyn Hill Road, Mechanicville, NY 12118 

Training Seminar Will Include: 
• Methamphetamine: Recognition, abuse, effects and trends
• Clan Labs: Trends, recognition, dangers, production methods and response 
• Clan lab site contamination
• Hazards of the “One Pot” method
• Removal, transportation and disposal of hazardous materials
• Dealing with children found at clan lab sites
• BHO (Butane Honey Oil) Labs

FIRST NAME: 

PHONE:

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT: 

EMAIL: 

LAST NAME: 

TITLE: 

TYPE OF RESPONDER:  Select All That Apply

FIREFIGHTER

EMS

LAW ENFORCEMENT

HAZMAT

EMERGENCY MANAGER


