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Carl Zeilman -- Director 
czeilman@saratogacountyny.gov 

Ed Tremblay--Fire Coordinator 
etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov 

Mike McEvoy -EMS Coordinator 
mcevoymike@aol.com 

Chuck Pasquarell - Specialist 
cpasquarell@saratogacountyny.gov 

Kelly Cook - Administrative 
Kcook@saratogacountyny.gov 

Jamie Johnson - Administrative  
JJohnson@saratogacountyny.gov

 

Saratoga County Office of Emergency Services
25 West High Street - Ballston Spa, NY 12020

(518) 885-2232       Fax: (518) 884-4707
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January was a busy month for the Office of Emergency Services. I am 
pleased to report that the County’s Biological Emergency Response 

Team (BERT) is now up and running. This team is an elite, one-of-a-
kind, infectious disease response team that can be called into action 
at a moments notice. I want to thank Paul Felts, John Stewart, Ed Trem-
blay and Mike McEvoy for their hard work in making this a reality.   
 
Working with Supervisor Matt Veitch, we reorganized the County Local 
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC).  This committee will be tasked 

with developing an emergency response plan, review that plan annually and provide infor-
mation about chemicals in the community to the general public. The committee is sched-
uled to meet each month at the Fire Training Center. Welcome to all the new LEPC members.       
 
I am pleased to announce that we now have an online Fire Training and Facility availability 
calendar, that can be found on the OES website: http://tinyurl.com/mucpejs It is our hope 
that you will find this calendar useful when reserving space for training. Simply, review the 
calendar, find the days you would like to reserve and call into our office to secure the space.    
 
For the past few months, the Office of Emergency Services has 
been working toward completing its Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC). The EOC, located near the backup 911 center, will be uti-
lized by incident commanders and be activated in times of need.  
We  expect this facility to be fully operational by the end of April.  
  
In conclusion, allow me to welcome the new members and lead-
ers of the County EMS Council and Fire Advisory Board. Chair-
ing the EMS Council in 2015 is Nash Alexander and Fire Ad-
visory Board is Art Hunsinger. Congratulations to both.   
 
As always, should you need assistance please call us at 885-2232 or send an e-mail to:  
emergencyservices@saratogacountyny.gov
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The BERT (Biological Emergency Response Team), a 
specialized group of volunteers from EMS agencies 

in the County attended their initial training on Mon-
day, January 26th at the Saratoga Springs Fire Depart-
ment.  Capt. John Stewart (SSFD) and EMS Coordinator 
Paul Felts (Momentive Performance Materials) from the 
Saratoga County HazMat Team led the full day training 
during which members reviewed BERT operations for 
response to a patient with suspected Ebola and prac-
ticed with protective suits and gear that will be used in 
EMS responses.  The 13 members of the team include 
EMTs Ray Cerrone and Ashley Rose from Clifton Park 
– Halfmoon EMS; Paramedics Evan Cunningham, Steve 
Gundrum, Jason Mura, and Jesse Young from Clifton Park – Halfmoon EMS; Paramedics Tom Mo-
ran and Russ Robinson from Community Emergency Corps; Paramedic Tracy Weir from Waterford 
Rescue Squad; and Paramedics Nick Colucci, Jared Gilston, Vince Santilli and Brendan Thornton 
from Wilton EMS.  County EMS Coordinator Mike McEvoy called the team members, “a true ex-
ample of the spirit of volunteerism and concern for the community that makes EMS in Saratoga 
County an example of excellence.”  

County BERT Team Conducts Initial Training 
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Ed Tremblay, is the Saratoga 
County Fire Coordinator and  
Deputy Director of the Office of 
Emergency Services.  Ed is also a 
Life Member of both West Crese-
cent Fire Department and Clifton 
Park Halfmoon Amubulance. Ed 
can be reached at:  
etremblay@saratogacountyny.gov

Fire Advisory Board Has New Chair
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Arthur Hunsinger (center), Chief of Clifton Park Fire was 
recently installed as the new Chairman of the Saratoga 

County Fire Advisory Board.  Hunsinger, replaces Bob Palmeri 
who stepped down in December 2014.  

Recommended Best Practices for Fire 
Department Training Programs

County Fire Coordinator Ed Tremblay has been representing 
the Fire Coordinators Association of the State of New York 

on a committee Chaired by Dr. Eileen Franko, Director of the 
Division of Safety and Health. The committee consists of repre-
sentative from Public Employee Safety & Health (PESH), Office 
of Fire Prevention and Control, NYS Association of Fire Chiefs, 
FASNY, New York State Association of Fire Districts.

The outcome of this committee was to develop a best practices 
for Fire Departments working off of Core Competency qualifica-
tions and how to achieve them through State training Classes 
as well as other means.  Once approved, Chiefs should be re-
ceiving this through Director Franko’s Office.

Also addressed by the committee was an update on the annual 
OSHA Training required by Firefighters. This discussion placed 
emphasis on what is actually needed to address the training 
requirements as well as other items to consider relating to fire-
fighter close calls/ near miss reports, as well as PESH reports 
addressing Line of Duty Death.  More information will follow.

For those not able to attend the presentation by Director Franko 
at the County Fire Officers meeting in August, she handed out 
information packets on Department of Labor requirements. 
There are packets available through the County Coordinators 
Office. 

NYS Training Course Needs 

On January 13, 2015 the Training Course Needs document 
was sent out. At the current time there have been 11 Fire 
Departments who have returned their numbers. Please take a 
minute to complete and return. If you have questions, please 
call 885-2232.  

When using the Saratoga County 800 MHz radio system 
keep these important tips in the back of your mind before  

you transmit. 

 

Radio System Etiquette

• Conversation and use of personal names should NOT be  
  used over the radio. Instead, use rank, or badge/car  
     number or assigned radio designators; “E 10-1”-- Titles with  
    last names are acceptable… “Lt. Jones” 

• Don’t use unnecessary words, such as “please” and “thank  
   you”. These words waste valuable air-time. 

• Think before you speak – Don’t press the Push-to-Talk  
   button until you know what you want to say. 

• Everything you say on the Saratoga County 800  
   MHz radio system is recorded, admissible in a court of law  
   and available under the Freedom of Information Law. 

• Never be argumentative, sarcastic or defensive.

• Pronounce words distinctly.

• All transmissions should remain business-like. 

• Use plain English in all radio transmissions.  

Classroom and Facility Calendar  
Now On-line

The Office of Emergency Services is pleased to announce that 
you can now the view availability of the fire training class-

room and training facilities on-line.  You will still need to call 
OES at 885-2232 to reserve space.  View the calendar by click-
ing on the link:  http://www.saratogacountyny.gov/oesCal/
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Saratoga County EMS

REMO Collaborative Protocols Published
Mike McEvoy, PhD, NRP, 
RN, CCRN is the EMS Coordina-
tor for Saratoga County, para-
medic supervisor for Clifton 
Park & Halfmoon Ambulance, 
firefighter and chief medical of-
ficer for West Crescent Fire and 
EMS editor for Fire Engineering 
magazine.  He is a nurse clini-
cian in the cardiothoracic surgi-
cal ICU at Albany Med where he 
also teaches critical care medi-
cine and chairs the hospital re-
suscitation committee. Mike also 
serves on the EMS Section Board 
of the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs and the board of 
the National Registry for EMTs.

CDC Issues Warning Over Measles

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) issued a warning 
to health care providers to be on the alert for new cases 

of measles.  An outbreak starting at the Disney Land Resort 
Theme Parks in California during late December 2014 has 
spread to six additional states and Mexico.  EMS providers 
should consider measles in evaluation of any patient with fe-
ver and a rash including inquiring about travel and exposure 
history.  Providers should also assure that MMR (measles, 
mumps and rubella) vaccines for themselves and their fami-
lies are current.   Measles is a highly contagious virus spread 
by coughing or sneezing.  The virus remains viable on sur-
faces and in the airspace where an infected person coughed 
or sneezed for 2 hours.  Measles is so contagious that 90% 
of people who are not immune will become infected when 
exposed.  Infected people become contagious 4 days be-
fore onset of a rash and remain contagious for 4 days after.  
There were 52 cases linked to this outbreak as of January 23, 
2015 and more are likely.  Most cases have occurred in un-
vaccinated persons; at least 8 have required hospitalization.  
The CDC notice with additional information is located at:  
http://emergency.cdc.gov/han/han00376.asp.

LIFENET Receiving Station Installed 
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The 2015 REMO Collaborative Protocols have been pub-
lished and are available for download at the REMO website:  

http://remo-ems.com/emergency-medical-services/protocols.  
These protocols apply to CFRs, EMTs, AEMTs, CCs and Paramed-
ics practicing in the REMO Region (which includes all of Saratoga 
County).

Saratoga Hospital Emergency Department has announced the 
installation of a LIFENET® receiving station.  EMS services will 

now be able to transmit 12-lead EKGs directly to SHED.  Their 
cardiac cath lab will shortly have capability to do interventional 
procedures for patients experiencing acute MIs.

Training the BERT

County EMS Coordinator Mike McEvoy issued a reminder 
to all EMS agencies on use of the Signal 41 radio paging 

procedure.  The program was initiated to provide paramedic 
assistance or an additional provider to assist with airway 
management in the northern area of the County.  Down-
load the advisory at: www.saratogaems.org/Downloads/Sig-
nal_41_Reminder_2014.pdf. 

Signal 41 Radio Paging Procedure

Capt. John Stewart (SSFD) (Right) and County EMS Coordinator 
Mike McEvoy (Left) review BERT documents at the teams initial 

training on January 26th. 

The Saratoga County EMS Council has completed their merg-
er into the Saratoga County EMS Administrators group.  The 

Council now meets on the second Thursday of each month, start-
ing at 12:30 pm.  The meeting locations are posted on the home 
page of the Council web site at www.saratogaems.org.  Interested 
EMS and Fire agencies are welcome to attend.

EMS Council Completes Merger



Fe
br

ua
ry

  2
01

5

 4

Saratoga County

OES

Sheriff’s Office

Zurlo Presents Lifesaving Award

County Animal Emergency Response 

Team is Looking for  Volunteers
Mandated by the State of New York and administered 

through the Department of Agriculture and Markets, the 
core group of the Saratoga County Animal Emergency Response 
Team (CART) consists of representatives from Agriculture and 
Markets, Cooperative extension, Saratoga County Public Health, 
USDA farm service, the Saratoga County Animal shelter, Sara-
toga County Emergency Services, local veterinarians and valued 
volunteers. 

The mission of  the Saratoga County CART is: 
“To protect livestock, domesticated animals including com-
panion animals, the public health, the environment and to 
ensure the humane care and treatment of animals in case 
of a large scale natural, man-made or technological emer-
gency or other situations that cause animal suffering. 

The plan is intended to take immediate action in providing a 
means of care and control to minimize owned, domestic, stray 
or wild animal suffering and to attempt to control disease in the 
event of a large scale emergency.”

A Companion Animal Sheltering Equipment (CASE) grant be-
came available through the New York State Office of Home-
land security to CARTs that formed cooperative groups to 
share their knowledge and skills. In response we joined with 
Washington and Warren Counties to form the Upper Hud-
son Tri-county CART group. With the help of the Saratoga 
County Cooperative Extension we submitted a grant and 
were awarded funding to purchase and equip a trailer. This 
trailer is maintained  at the Saratoga County Animal Shelter  

The CART Team can only be activated by the County office 
of Emergency Services. When called to service we will need 
many volunteers with a wide variety of skills and knowledge. 
We will need people that can manage farm and companion 
animals, set up cages and tents, keep accurate records, pre-
pare food, develop plans to control the spread of diseases 
and many other duties related to an emergency response.  

If you have questions or are interested in volunteer-
ing (or know someone the may be interested in vol-
unteering) with the CART team, please contact:  
fblaisdell@saratogacountyny.gov 

Thank You, Frank Blaisdell

Sheriff Michael Zurlo (center) presented Deputies O’Connor 
and Grady the department Lifesaving Award for their ac-

tions that ultimately saved a residents life. 

Four members of the Sheriff’s Office received promotions 
from Sheriff Michael Zurlo. David Heustis and Christopher 

Rudolph were promoted to the rank of Patrol Sergeant; Roger 
Zalucky was promoted to the rank of Investigator and Scott 
Vemilyea was promoted to the rank of Corrections Sergeant. 

Zurlo said, the Saratoga County Sheriff’s Office has a proud 
tradition of service to our communites dating back nearly 
225 years. We welcome the newest stewards of this tradition 
to our ranks and congratulate those promoted today, who 
will assist in leading us into the future. 

Four Earn Promotions

Washburn Retires After 32 Years

Sgt. Rick Washburn retired after 32 years of service to the 
Saratoga County Sheriff’s Office on Friday, Jan. 30th. 

Congratulations Rick and best wishes.  
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Hyper-Reach is an emergency warning tool used to make rapid 
emergency telephone notifications to residents and busi-

nesses in precise geographic areas. Hyper-Reach will be used by 
Saratoga County emergency officials, during emergencies only, 
to deliver incident-specific information or potentially life-saving 
instruction to those in the affected area(s).

Hyper-Reach integrates mapping technology with phone databas-
es, and will call listed and unlisted land line telephone numbers 
for Saratoga County residences and businesses.

Cellular phone numbers are not automatically included 
in the system database, nor are Voice Over Internet Pro-
tocol (VoIP) phone systems. If you would like to receive 
these emergency telephone notifications on your cellular or 
VoIP phone, you must first register these phone numbers. 
You may register at the Self-Registration Portal by clicking  
https://secure.hyper-reach.com/comsignup.jsp?id=22342

If you are a Town 911 Coordinator or Supervisor and would like 
to set-up a training or refresher on how to utilize the Hyper-Reach 
system, contact Chuck Pasquarell, in the Office of Emergency Ser-
vices at 885-2232. 

Reverse 9-1-1 Notifications 

Saratoga County LEPC Convenes 

The recently re-organized Saratoga County LEPC held its first 
meeting of the year on Wednesday, January 28th at the Coun-

ty Fire Training Classroom.   Primary goals of the LEPC is to draft 
a mission statement and bylaws. The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, Feb. 25th.  

9-1-1 Center Gets Upgrade

Deputy John Coltrain (pictured) is seen testing new moni-
tors recently installed at the County 9-1-1 Communica-

tions Center.  The monitors were installed as part of the new 
system upgrade that included IAM Responding. 

The Office of Emergency Services works closely with fire, 
police and ems agencies from across Saratoga County 

protecting life and property.  

As a way to show off our partnership, we are in the process of 
creating a first responder wall where we can proudly display 
your departments colors.  To date, we have had 15 depart-
ments submit their patch to us. 

If you would you like to provide OES  with a patch for the wall, 
please send it to: The Saratoga County Office of Emergency 
Services, 25 West High Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020.   

Send Us Your Department Patch

Emergency Prepardeness Meeting 
The Office of Emergency Services and the Saratoga 

County Sheriff’s Office will host an Emergency Pre-
pardeness meeting with school district transportation and 
safety personnel from 9am to Noon, on Tuesday, March 
10th at the Shenendehowa High School West Auditorium. 
 
An overview of the  Office of Emergency Services and 
the Sheriff’s Office, along with the programs and 
trainings offered will be a highlight of the meeting.   
 
Presentations on evacuations, lockdown and ac-
tive shooter will be conducted by the Sher-
iff’s Office and the County Fire Coordinator.  
 
If you have interest in attending, please send an 
e-mail to OES 911 Specialist, Chuck Pasquarell:  
cpasquarell@saratogacountyny.gov


