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Please leave no trace. 
Carry out everything you carry in.

Motor vehicles are not allowed. 

Collecting plants, animals or other natural material 
is prohibited. 

Camping and campfires are not permitted.

The STEP Woods
This land was originally a few farms in the mid 19th century.  
It was part of 7000 acres purchased by Thomas Luther in 
1898-1900. In the 1920s 230 acres were planted with seed-
lings and some tree thinning was done in the 50s. The State 
of New York acquired 280 acres in 1968 for energy research 
and a forestry plan was proposed in 2004.

Wildlife species that you may see here are white tailed deer, 
raccoon, skunks, opossum, eastern coyote, red and gray 
fox, fisher, red and gray squirrels, cottontail rabbits, chip-
munks, mice, shrews, moles, wild turkey, ruffed grouse, and 
a diverse bird population.  

The Goals of the Landowner
New York State Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA) seeks to preserve and enhance a 
healthy forest ecosystem, recognize Adirondack Heritage, 
and to provide non-motorized passive recreational  

facilities and educational opportunities for STEP employees 
and local residents.

Finding Balance 
NYSERDA is committed to environmentally sensitive timber 
harvesting. Thinning will create diversity of habitat and give 
young plants room to grow.  Wildlife corridors will be main-
tained whenever possible, some areas will be untouched, 
and harvesting will be coordinated with the neighbors. The 
appearance of the woods will be improved and all harvest-
ed resources will be used.

STEP is the nation’s first business park dedicated to 
renewable and clean energy technologies. Buildings 
here will meet the criteria of the Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating 
System™. LEED is the national benchmark for design, con-
struction, and operation of green buildings.  It promotes a 
whole-building approach to sustainability.

Welcome to the trails at STEP.  
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