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A G E N D A 

September 20, 2010  5:00 p.m. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wood called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll call was taken.  PRESENT – Patricia Southworth, Alan Grattidge, Anita Daly, Richard Lucia, Mary Ann 
Johnson, Jean Raymond, George J. Hargrave, Richard Rowland, Arthur M. Wright, Mindy Wormuth, Paul 
Sausville, Preston L. Jenkins, Jr., John Collyer, Thomas N. Wood, III, Matthew E. Veitch, Joanne Dittes 
Yepsen, Edward D. Kinowski, John Lawler, Arthur J. Johnson – 19.  ABSENT - Philip C. Barrett, Willard H. 
Peck, Thomas Richardson, Frank Thompson – 4. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Hargrave, seconded by Mr. Lucia, the minutes of the meeting of August 11, 2010 were 
approved unanimously. 
 
David Wickerham, County Administrator, reviewed the following Agenda items: 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

Authorizing the Chairman to accept a $286,733 Homeland Security Grant to purchase equipment and 
training and amending the 2010 budget in relation thereto.  (Ed Tremblay, Fire Coordinator) 

 
Authorizing the Chairman to enter into an agreement with RS Telecom to perform maintenance on the 
County’s 6.7 GHz microwave system at a cost of $24,000 the first year and $26,000 the second year 
effective October 1, 2010.  (Paul Lent, Emergency Services Director) 

 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

Granting utility easements to Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation and Verizon New York Inc. for power 
and communication equipment for the Town of Ballston water pump station.  (Jason Kemper, Planning 
Director) 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Authorizing the Chairman to enter into agreements to accept $89,000 in snowmobile funding.  (Jason 
Kemper, Planning Director) 

 
Mr. Wickerham said we expect to receive between $50,000 and $60,000. 
 

Authorizing the Chairman to enter into a contract with Cooperative Extension to manage the MS4 Storm 
Water Management Program at a cost not to exceed $50,000.  (Jason Kemper, Planning Director) 

 
Authorizing the Chairman to enter into an agreement with the Saratoga Hilton for the annual Planning 
Conference at a cost not to exceed $32,000.   (Jason Kemper, Planning Director) 

 
LAW AND FINANCE 

Transferring $149,393 from the Contingency Account to cover actual 2010 debt service payments for the 
Animal Shelter and the Emergency Radio System.  (Sam Pitcheralle, County Treasurer) 

 
Mr. Wickerham stated this will reduce our Contingency Account to $76,427. 
 

Declaring an emergency at the Sewer District and authorizing the Chairman to enter into a contract with 
Troy Motor Service to provide a rental generator and rebuild the water pump at a cost of $10,850.  (Jim 
DiPasquale, Sewer District Director) 

 
Mrs. Johnson announced that the Veterans’ Concert will be Saturday, September 25th at 3:00 p.m. at SPAC.  
Volunteers are still needed, and she requested anyone who wants to volunteer to let Jennifer Ciulla know by 
tomorrow.  If any Supervisor has served in the military and/or if reserved seats are needed, please let Jennifer 
know that as well, she said. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Jenkins, seconded by Mr. Kinowski, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elaine M. Sodemann 
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REGULAR SESSION 

TUESDAY, SPETEMBER 21, 2010 
AT 4:00 P.M., D.S.T. 

 
Board called to order by Chairman Peck. 
 
Roll call was taken.  PRESENT – Patricia Southworth, Alan Grattidge, Philip C. Barrett, Anita Daly, Richard 
Lucia, Mary Ann Johnson, Jean Raymond, George J. Hargrave, Richard Rowland, Arthur M. Wright, Mindy 
Wormuth, Paul Sausville, Frank Thompson, Preston L. Jenkins, Jr., Willard H. Peck, John Collyer, Thomas N. 
Wood, III, Matthew E. Veitch, Joanne Dittes Yepsen, Edward D. Kinowski, John Lawler, Arthur J. Johnson – 
22.  ABSENT - Thomas Richardson – 1. 
 
The invocation was given by Tom Wood, Chaplain. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Hargrave, seconded by Ms. Wormuth, the minutes of the meeting of August 17, 2010 were 
approved unanimously. 
 
2009 PROCEEDINGS DEDICATION 
 
Arthur Johnson, 2009 Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, stated the following: 
 
“I want to thank Barbara, Elaine, Jen, Chris, Pam and Diane in Printing for their work on the Proceedings Book.  
It is the first year in color, and it came out great.  The pictures bring back a lot of fond memories of my year as 
Chairman. 
 
“A few months ago, Jen Ciulla told me that she was working on the 2009 Proceedings Book and asked who I 
would be dedicating it to.  I asked Jen what the criteria was, and she said that there is no set criteria but 
suggested that it could be someone or group that helped you personally or that has made a significant impact or 
contribution to the town.  Immediately, two individuals came to mind who just happened to be my longtime 
friends as well.  They were Mike Dennis and Senator Roy McDonald. 
 
“I am not sure I should be thanking Roy and Mike for this, but they were responsible for getting me involved in 
Wilton politics.  Back in 1980, they over served me drinks one evening at McGregor Country Club and 
convinced me to run for the position of Town Assessor.  Probably the worst job in town government.  Over the 
years, Roy and Mike served as mentors, and I relied on them for advice and guidance. 
 
“Mike has been part of the Wilton community for over 40 years.  He is the owner of McGregor Links Country 
Club and was the first large scale land developer in Wilton.  He had the foresight to recognize the residential and 
commercial development potential in Wilton.  Mike began with single family residential projects and then 
diversified into apartments, town homes and office parks.  Because of his success, others followed which led to 
the transformation of Wilton from a small rural town into being one of the fastest growing towns in the State.  
Mike was also a community leader.  You could always count on Mike to give back to the town.  He financially 
supported youth sports and recreation, a variety of not-for-profits, and donated land to our emergency services 
providers.  Mike is on the Board of Directors of Adirondack Trust Co. and SUNY Adirondack and is actively 
involved with the Alzheimer’s Association of NENY.  He was also a Commissioner on the NYS Office of Parks 
and Recreation.  Mike has played an important role in Saratoga County.  He was Chairman of the Saratoga 
County Sewer Commission and currently is Chairman of the Board of SEDC.  Thank you Mike for all you have 
done for Wilton and Saratoga County. 
 
“Senator Roy McDonald is not only my friend but a friend of everyone in this room.  Roy began his political 
career in Wilton and served as Supervisor for 23 years before moving on to the State Assembly and now the 
State Senate.  Roy had a clear vision for Wilton, and he developed the first comprehensive plan to carry out that 
vision.  It was Roy’s plan for growth that allowed him to eliminate property taxes and begin our history of 28 
years with a town tax.  That plan for the most part is still being followed today.  When Roy makes up his mind 
to do something, he will not be denied.  Roy was determined to make Exit 15 into a retail destination area.  It all 
began with the old Saratoga Mall, then came the Wilton Mall, and all the other stores followed.  Now all of us 
appreciate and benefit from the sales tax generated from Exit 15. 
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“Roy has always been a leader in economic development initiatives and job creation.  Roy was responsible for 
attracting both the Ace Hardware and Target Distribution Centers to the Exit 16 area.  His efforts created more 
than 2000 jobs for the area. 
 
“As the town was seeing unprecedented growth, Roy recognized the need to balance that growth with preserving 
open space.  This was before open space and green infrastructure became the trendy thing to do.  In 1996, Roy 
had the idea of creating the Wilton Wildlife Preserve and Park.  This was the first time that I had doubts about 
one of Roy’s ideas.  But, he proved me wrong.  The Wilton Wildlife Preserve and Park now has thousands of 
acres of protected lands, miles of trails for recreation opportunities and provides a variety of educational 
programs for school children. 
 
“Roy was Chairman of this Board of Supervisors in 1986.  He always worked together with the other 
Supervisors to make sure that Saratoga County was the lowest taxed and most well-run county in New York 
State.  Roy, thank you for making Wilton a great place to live and your dedication to Saratoga County. 
 
“I am grateful to Roy and Mike for their friendship and guidance though the years.  I am honored and proud to 
dedicate the 2009 Proceedings Book to Senator Roy McDonald and Michael Dennis.” 
 
Senator McDonald said it is such an honor to be recognized by such a great man. 
 
Mr. Dennis said he is very taken by this.  We have been friends for many years, and it has been a real pleasure, 
he said.  He introduced his wife, Jeannie.  He stated they believe in giving back to the community.  He said 
Jeannie has been involved with Hospice and is the Chairman of the Board for the Saratoga Center for the 
Family. 
 
Chairman Peck said Wilton has shown great foresight over the years, which is a benefit to Saratoga County, and 
he thanked each of them. 
 
Mr. Lucia stated the County lands auction will be held at 6:00 p.m. tonight in Building #5 with about 12 
properties. 
 
Mr. Grattidge said the recent NYSAC Fall Seminar was held in Buffalo this past week.  A delegation of 
Supervisors attended, and we had a good representation with Supervisors Johnson, Wood, Raymond, Daly, 
Wormuth, Veitch, Southworth and myself, and a guest appearance from Supervisor Lawler, he said.  The work 
of the Association over that three days included working on 35 resolutions that came out of various standing 
committees, and I will pass that on to the Clerk of the Board, he said.  He distributed copies of NYSAC’s Blue 
Ribbon Task Force On The Future Of Farming In New York State, which was accepted by the Association and 
talks about critical issues facing farming today in New York State, and a lot of these issues we are dealing with 
in Saratoga County as well.  He said this document will be forwarded to candidates of the upcoming election to 
lay out a road map of some of concerns of Upstate on agricultural issues.  If anyone has comments on this, the 
Task Force will continue to meet, so just let me know.  He said he would like this Report included in the 
Proceedings of this body.  He thanked Erie County for hosting the convention and Wyoming County for the 
Presidents’ Dinner.  He thanked NYSAC for holding these conferences on the importance issues. 
 
Ms. Raymond mentioned Mr. Grattidge neglected to mention he is a Statewide member of that Task Force.  The 
Chairman of that Task Force commented on what a hard worker Mr. Grattidge was on that committee and how 
well he was thought of, she said.  Chairman Peck mentioned Mr. Grattidge has been a champion of agriculture 
in this County and his Town of Charlton. 
 
Mr. Lawler clarified he was at the Conference representing his employer at the expense of his employer.  He 
said he appreciates Mr. Grattidge mentioning his presence. 
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