
Veterans Committee Minutes 
August 10, 2020 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Chairman Richardson; Committee Members Phil Barrett, Dick Lucia, Dan Pemrick, Mo 
Wright, Benny Zlotnick; Supervisors Eric Connolly, Tara Gaston, John Lant and Chairman of the 
Board Preston Allen; Chad Cooke, Matt Rose, County Administrator;  Steve Dorsey, County 
Attorney; Frank McClement, Veterans. 
 
Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.   
 
On a motion made by Mr. Pemrick, seconded by Mr. Zlotnick, the minutes of the March 9, 
2019 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. McClement distributed copies of the Veterans Service Agency Report and gave a brief 
overview.  The report is attached to these minutes.  Mr. McClement said that they are continuing 
to provide their services to Veterans and have upgraded their software to enable working remotely 
and over the phone with Veterans.  Some distributions were made from the Trust fund.  A $750 
allocation was authorized by Mr. Richardson to purchase food for food baskets and gift certificates 
for grocery stores, an allocation of $2K to the Veterans Community Housing Coalition to aid in 
their food distribution efforts, and an allocation of $5K for the Veterans office to purchase supplies 
such as paper towels and disinfecting wipes.  With the $5K allocation for the Veterans office, 
many products ended up being donated to the Agency.  A donation of disinfecting wipes from the 
Hannaford Distribution Center and a large truckload of food from the Regional Food Bank.  
Therefore, only $1,200 of the $5K was spent to date. Mr. McClement read an email from Lisa 
Banden in Mental Health and Addiction regarding grant funding for the Peer to Peer program.  
NYS has held up a lot of grants and funding on a local level.  If the 2020-2021 grant is frozen there 
will probably be nothing to roll to 2021.  The expenditure though 6/30/20 is $43,054 which leaves 
$51,810 to spend from 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021.  There is no guarantee that the 21-22 NYS 
Budget will give any more funding.  Mr. McClement said that he will keep the Board up to date 
as developments come in.  Mr. McClement said that the coffee night at Saratoga Coffee Traders 
was shut down due to COVID.  They have started having Veterans bring their own refreshments 
and they gather in the parking lot of the Veterans office instead.  Mr. McClement said that they 
will also be partnering with Dr. Prezioso and Office for the Aging to offer an online mental health 
first aid training.   
 
Mr. Richardson said that he has had a discussion with Mr. McClement and they believe they should 
postpone the Deceased Veterans Ceremony for the remainder of the year.  He is concerned about 
large gatherings. Mr. Wright suggested that the ceremonies should actually be suspended until 
further notice.  The committee agreed.  Mr. McClement suggested that when the program re-opens 
that it picks up with the Town of Day and follow the list as previously scheduled.   
 
Mr. Richardson said that another item to put on the back burner is the Revolutionary 5K Run in 
November.  There are usually 500-600 participants not counting spectators and volunteers.  The 
committee agreed to postpone the run for this year.  Mr. Zlotnick suggested a possible virtual 5K 
run.  Mr. McClement said that instead of doing that, he got a call from John Swedish from Death 
Wish Coffee.  Death Wish Coffee were working on a project to do an archeological dig at the 



Battlefield with Veterans.  This event was cancelled however part of the event was a mug sale.  
Custom Death Wish coffee mugs in tribute to the Battle of Saratoga. They would like the Veterans 
Service Agency to be the beneficiary of the mug sale which could generate upwards of $20K 
towards the trust fund.  Mr. McClement said that in lieu of a virtual run, they would like to focus 
their efforts in this mug sale.  Mr. Zlotnick suggested reaching out to the past participants of the 
run regarding the mug sale.   
 
Mr. Richardson said that he discussed van transportation with Mr. McClement.  Mr. McClement 
said that they are currently operating on a case by case basis.  The VA has not fully opened up all 
of their clinics and are mostly seeing critical care patients.  As a result, there are sporadic requests 
for transportation.  Mr. McClement said that he would like the approval to designate 2 days a week 
to run.  They are currently down to 1 driver who is on call.  This way there is a set schedule to 
count on and schedule rides.  Mr. McClement said that he is also in the process of exploring other 
transportation options such as Uber and Lyft.  At this point, the van can only accommodate 
approximately 4 people due to social distancing etc. Mr. Barrett inquired about what is done if 
there is a need for wheelchair access.  Mr. McClement said that they currently do not provide that 
service because the VA does not provide transportation for patients that are ambulatory.  If people 
are wheelchair bound, the VA will step in and assist with transportation.  Mr. Barrett said that they 
have two wheelchair vans and if a driver is needed, he has several that could help out in a pinch.  
 
Mr. Richardson distributed a graphic of the new sign that will be installed at the Veterans office 
for review by the committee.  Mr. McClement said that the cost for the placard will be covered by 
Peer to Peer funds.    
 
A motion was made by Mr. Pemrick, seconded by Mr. Wright, to authorize a resolution 
supporting the Commitment to Veterans Support and Outreach Act.  Unanimous. 
 
Copies of a draft resolution were distributed.  Mr. McClement said that this is an item that was 
brought up by Mr. Veitch from NACo meetings regarding Federal Funding for County Veterans 
Service Agencies.  Mr. McClement said that there is pending federal legislation that NACo and 
the National Association of County Veterans Service Officers are supporting.   Mr. McClement 
said that a similar resolution was recently passed in Fulton County.  Mr. McClement said that they 
currently do not receive any federal funds.   
 
Mr. McClement said that at the beginning of the year he talked about how they changed the law 
for the Blue-Water Navy.  This Board passed a resolution a few years ago in support of this 
legislation, the legislation has since passed and we are now beginning to see the benefits of this.  
Over the last 6 months, they have helped 3 veterans and 1 veterans widow take advantage of this.  
Their retroactive benefits combined was $691K.  
 
On a motion by Mr. Wright, seconded by Mr. Zlotnick, the meeting was adjourned 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Therese Connolly 
Deputy Clerk of the Board 










