
Economic Development Committee Minutes 
 September 9, 2020 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
 

Present:  Chairman Jack Lawler; Committee Members Ed Kinowski, Dan Pemrick, Jean Raymond, 
Tom Richardson, Jon Schopf, Kevin Tollisen; Supervisors Phil Barrett, Alan Grattidge, Todd 
Kusnierz, Mo Wright, Benny Zlotnick; and Chairman of the Board Preston Allen; Chad Cooke, 
Matt Rose, County Administrator; Steve Dorsey, County Attorney; Jason Kemper, Planning; Craig 
Hayner, County Clerk; Rod Sutton, Saratoga County IDA; Shelby Schneider, Saratoga County 
Prosperity Partnership. 
 
Chairman Lawler called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.   
 
On a motion made by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Tollisen, the minutes of the August 
12, 2020 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Sutton distributed a handout and gave a presentation to the committee.  The handout is attached 
to these minutes.  Mr. Sutton said that this spring, legislation was passed by the State Senate and 
State Assembly regarding IDA’s offering grants and loans to those businesses that would be 
affected by COVID-19.  The bills were passed in both chambers and the order signed by the 
Governor in June.  This opened up the avenue for IDA’s to provide grants and loans.  The loans 
are up to a maximum of $25K for businesses of 50 employees or less.  The grant provided up to 
$10K for small businesses and not for profits of 50 employees or less. The purpose of the grant is 
for the acquisition of PPE, the applicant would need to provide proof of purchase of PPE, it is 
submitted to the IDA and the cost is reimbursed to the applicant.  The business must be financially 
viable and have their principal office in Saratoga County.  The forms can be downloaded from the 
Saratoga County IDA website. The Saratoga County IDA Board has decided to allocate $250K 
initially for this grant program.  To date they have received 7 applications. A subcommittee of the 
IDA will be set up to review and vet the program and to disburse the funds as quickly as possible.  
This will be an ongoing project until the Governor declares the pandemic as being over.  The 
handout distributed includes a cover page, the application, and the Bill that was passed by the 
Assembly.   Mr. Sutton encouraged the Supervisors to make any businesses in their Towns they 
feel may need the grant funds aware of the project.  Mr. Lawler thanked Mr. Sutton and 
commended the IDA for starting this program as so many small businesses are struggling and 
continue to struggle.  Mr. Lawler requested from Chairman Allen that the IDA make this 
presentation before the full Board of Supervisors at the next meeting in order for all Supervisors 
to be made aware of the program.  Mrs. Raymond questioned what items would be covered under 
this program other than masks and hand sanitizer. Mr. Sutton said that items such as faceshields 
and plastic screen installations are examples of other items covered under the grant.  Mr. Schopf 
said that the Clifton Park IDA also rolled out a grant program and allocated approximately $150K 
to different phases.  Under the definition, they considered any improvements to the property if it 
was related to COVID. For example, dentist offices had to purchase special filtration, UV lights; 
items such as air filtration systems, plastic screens, plexiglass. Any physical fix or improvement 
to the property due to COVID-19 to prevent contamination, as well as disposable items of PPE 
such as masks and hand sanitizer. Mr. Sutton thanked the Board of Supervisors for their support.  
He said the IDA is open for businesses, they are still looking for good businesses to come to 



Saratoga County, are open for PILOT programs for businesses that will create jobs, and 
encouraged Supervisors to let them know if there are prospects in their Townships that they can 
provide assistance to. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Tollisen, seconded by Mr. Pemrick, committee approval for the 
2020 County Economic Development Grant applications as presented.  Unanimous. 
 
Ms. Schneider distributed a handout regarding the most recent Economic Development Fund 
Applications received.  The spreadsheet is attached to these minutes. This is the final round of 
applications and equates to $42,600.  It encompasses the Towns of Charlton, Corinth, Day, 
Edinburg, Northumberland and Waterford.  Ms. Schneider said that the Towns of Corinth, Day, 
Edinburg and Providence are working together toward and economic development plan in the 
northern towns.  SCPP and Behan Communications is working with them on a study which will 
eventually lead to a talent and investment attraction campaign.  The towns are pooling their grant 
funds toward this plan.  The Towns of Charlton and Northumberland are using the funds in an 
effort to expand rural broadband for home based businesses, small businesses as well as residents, 
schoolchildren etc.  Ms. Schneider said people are unable to work or do their schoolwork remotely 
without reliable broadband.   The Town of Waterford will be using the funds to subsidize additional 
promotion and advertising of community events.  Mr. Lawler thanked Ms. Schneider and the SCPP 
staff for taking on the administration of this grant.  Mr. Lawler pointed out that the Partnership did 
not charge any fees for this project.  
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Raymond, seconded by Mr. Pemrick, the meeting was 
adjourned unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Therese Connolly 
Deputy Clerk of the Board 
 
 
 
 






















