Trails Committee Minutes
July 13, 2020 - 3:00 p.m.

Present: Chairman Richardson; Committee members Devin DalPos, Jason Kemper, Michael
Smith, Matt Veitch and Tom Wood; Supervisor Eric Connolly, Jeffrey Williams, Planning.

Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.

On a motion made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Veitch the minutes of the November 4,
2019 meeting were approved unanimously.

Mr. Richardson announced the appointment of Mr. Smith as the Committee Vice-Chair.

Mr. Kemper gave an update on the Zim Smith Trail. The final bollards should be installed
tomorrow morning, and some garbage cans to install with the Town of Halfmoon. Other than that
it is fully complete. If any Supervisor is interested in a tour from Mr. Kemper let him know. The
trail use is through the roof. Today, both parking lots at Coons Crossing and the lot at Round Lake
was full. Mr. Richardson said that it’s not only walkers, but people riding their bikes. Mr. Kemper
said that he has received a lot of positive feedback from those that are using the trail. Mr.
Richardson commended Mr. Kemper for all of his work on the trail and said that the portion from
Coons Crossing to Mechanicville is absolutely beautiful. Mr. Kemper said that the City of
Mechanicville has a County grant for signage. People will be able to go directly from the trail to
the Champlain Canalway Trail. Mr. Richardson said that the trails intersect in the City of
Mechanicville at the riverfront dock. Restroom facilities are also available at this location. Mr.
Kemper said that porta pottys are currently being used until the permanent facilities can be
reopened. Mr. Kemper thanked the Sewer Department, Steve Dorsey and DPW on all of the help
they provided with the trail.

Mr. Veitch said that he walked all of the County trails this spring. Most of the trails are in good
shape, and suggested that some need a little work to bring back to their original construction state.
Mr. Veitch said that he took a lot of photos and will send suggestions to Mr. Kemper about certain
areas that need attention, signage, markings, etc.

Mr. Smith asked if there was a directory of County trails available. It would be nice to have a
master trail plan put together to give people an idea of what is out there. Mr. Kemper said that
there is an overall county forestland map that people could use but none on every individual parcel.
Mr. Kemper said that they have GPS layers on everything that exists on all of the properties for
County Forestland, so something collaborative can be done on that portion and include county
trails. Getting into Plan and Town trails will be a little more complex. Mr. Smith said that Ms.
Trabka had mentioned they would be coming out with something this spring. Mr. Veitch said that
this is something he will talking to Mr. Kemper about also. Not all of the trails out there are
formalized and don’t have proper signage. His concern is that people could get lost on some of
the trails that are not properly marked. Mr. Richardson suggested that the County could formalize
1-2 trails a year. Mr. Veitch and Mr. Kemper said that they will work together on the trail
suggestions. Mr. Richardson suggested bringing Mr. Manz in on the conversation also.

Mr. Kemper gave an update on County Forestland. Mr. Kemper said that there are two timber
projects they are currently working on as part of the Karner Blue Butterfly project. Moving some



of the habitat from the Saratoga County Airport to the Towns of Northumberland and Wilton. The
northernmost site is completed and is ready for the mitigation work to start. The south site has not
started yet due to the pandemic. The contractor has asked for an extension to September 30" which
will still give enough time for the mitigation work, if the FAA grant is received.

Mr. Kemper distributed a summary report of the Saratoga County Trails Program from 2015-2020
and gave a brief overview. The report is attached to these minutes.

Mr. Kemper distributed a draft Saratoga County Trails Grant Program for 2020. Mr. Kemper said
that his goal would be to get the applications out so that the Board can approve in October. Mr.
Richardson suggested giving municipalities until the end of August to hand in the applications.
Mr. Kemper said that this grant has always been 100% match of the applicants contribution to the
project costs up to $10,000.

Mr. Veitch said that his only concern is the climate we are currently in. Public Works and
Buildings & Grounds have made substantial cuts to their projects. The optics of spending $75K
on trails are a little strange when other projects have been cut significantly. Mr. Veitch said that
he is not opposed to spending the funds if the Board agrees to spending, but is wondering if there
IS an opportunity to bring this to Economic Development to see how they feel about expending the
funds prior to sending the application out. Mr. Kemper said that a similar discussion was had with
Mr. Grattidge on Land Preservation. Mr. Smith said that during the pandemic, having trails for
people to come out and spend time in the Town was an economic development plus for his Town.
Mr. Smith said that last year when they increased the funding from $50K to $75K, he was a
proponent of raising it to $100K. Spending $75K to give people more places to go and get out is
money well spent in his opinion. Mr. Richardson agreed with Mr. Smith and believes that this is
the time to spend money as they will be putting people to work, people need jobs and the economy
needs to move forward. Mr. Wood agreed and said that people appreciate, use the trails, and
benefit from the trails investment. Mr. Kemper said that he would not like to see applications come
in and then have the funding pulled back. Mr. Richardson said that he will bring it up at Economic
Development for discussion. Mr. Kemper said that one thing they need to consider is that a reserve
account was set up for Trails whereby any unused trails funding automatically goes into the reserve
account. It needs to be researched that if the funding is not spent this year, the funds may not be
saved, but rather automatically go into the reserve account. This reserve account was set up by
Local Law. Mr. Veitch said that he will discuss it with the County Attorney tomorrow and report
back to Mr. Richardson. It may be a moot point. If there is no option in holding off, then the
applications could be sent out. Mr. Richardson will update the committee on the outcome of the
research.

Mr. Veitch said that he was contacted by Supervisor Schopf regarding an item. Recently in the
news there was an initiative in Albany County to have vendors on the Hudson Helderberg Rail
Trail to help spur some economic development and provide amenities for people using the trails.
Mr. Veitch distributed copies of a news article from Albany County regarding this initiative. The
handout is attached to these minutes. Mr. Veitch said that he is not sure what we have in terms of
locations this can but done, but it sounds like a good idea and possibly a revenue generator. Mr.
Richardson said that his thoughts on the idea is that he would like people who are using the Zim
Smith Trail to come to Mechanicville to spend their money, with merchants in his locality, rather
than a food truck halfway down the trail. Mr. Richardson said that local merchants benefit from



people on the trail, for example in Round Lake, he has seen people walking from the trail to the
Mill Restaurant to frequent that business. Mr. Smith said that it an interesting idea but a lot of
thought would need to be put into what would, and would not, be allowed, where it would be
allowed. Mr. Veitch said that Zim Smith Trail is mainly County right of way for sewer and water
line access. This is not necessarily County property where something like this could be placed.
Mr. Wood said that initially he would not be a fan of bringing in food trucks etc. Mr. Wood said
that he agrees with Mr. Richardson and that although his trails are not county trails, his
municipality had envisioned all along that these trails would help to bring people through the
village and ultimately spend money, go to restaurants etc.

Mr. Veitch said that it’s an idea, Mr. Richardson thanked Mr. Veitch and said that all ideas are
welcome. Mr. Kemper said that the last usage count of the trail was over 70K. Mr. Richardson
said that if he could get 3K of those 70K to walk into Mechanicville and spend $10-$12 a head, it
would certainly help his local businesses.

Mr. Kemper said that last year they were unsuccessful in getting the Zim Smith feasibility study
north through CDTC. He is planning to polish the application off and resubmit it. Matching funds
are available in the Zim Smith Capital account. Mr. Kemper said that they have stronger letters of
support this time and a better, broader plan. State Parks is fully on board as they really want a
connection. Mr. Veitch said that Geyser will be done in a few weeks which will provide another
connector.

On a motion made by Mr. Veitch, seconded by Mr. Smith the meeting was adjourned
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Therese Connolly
Deputy Clerk of the Board



OUTSTANDING SARATOGA COUNTY TRAIL GRANT APPLICATION STATUS REPORT-July 13, 2020

YEAR Municipality |Project Name County Grant |Total Project Cost |Description Status
2015|Town of Clifton |Aspenwood Hayes $12,500 $40,400|A 600 ft multi-use pathway Applicant will need to complete this
Park Trail between existing, multiple project first as a condition of the Town
neighborhoods in the Stony of Clifton Park's 2019 Open Space Grant
Creek Park area. Plus 200 ft of |award.
boardwalk.
2015|City of Saratoga|Crescent Avenue Trail $12,500 $340,000|An 8ft wide, one mile long trail | The feasibility study (2019 change of
Springs that runs parallel to Crescent |scope approval) near completion with
Avenue between Route 9 and |final engineered drawings in a few
Nelson Avenue. weeks.
2018|Town of Gideon Hawley Park $5,000 $10,000|A proposed trail to link the Construction is completed.
Charlton Trail Town Hall sidewalk system to |Reimbursement request has been
the Gideon Hawley Park. submitted.
2018|Town of Town Hall Nature Trail $9,095.68 $18,191|A 3,000 If of bulkwood fiber to |Construction is completed.
Edinburg surface the trail on Town Hall [Reimbursement request has been
property. submitted.
2018|Town of Vosburgh Road $10,000 $20,000|2.18 miles of trails proposed |Contract Executed. Town has NYSDEC
Halfmoon Preserve on Town owned lands wetland disturbance permit and is
working on obtaining the ACOE wetland
permit with assistance by a hired
consultant.
2018|Town of Malta |Raylinski Road Trail $4,987.50 $9,975.00|2019 change of scope Project closed.
approved to install the original
crosswalk at Raylinsky
Rd/Evers Rd intersection plus
two additional crosswalks with
ADA compliance.
2018|City of Zim Smith Connection $10,000 $20,000|Installation of 1.5 miles of Work is completed. Submission for

Mechanicville

stonedust trail to connect the
Zim Smith

payment received.




2018

City of Saratoga
Springs

Bog Meadow Trail

$10,000

$40,000

Construction of a 45 ft long

bridge over Bog Meadow that

will allow Bog Meadow Trail
and Saratoga Greenbelt Trail
to continue easterly to a "to
be constructed" trail system.

Contract Executed. Project is underway
with help of City engineer. New RFP's
being sent out in July.

2018

Town of
Saratoga

Sword Surrender
March Trail

$10,000

$30,000

An installation of 0.3 mile of
trail plus a trailhead and
parking area for Champlain
Canal Trail and Empire State
Trail system.

Project closed.

2019

Town of
Charlton

Elmer Smith Park

$

9,820.00

$

19,820.00

A proposed 1,500 |.f., 8 ft
wide, stone dust trail that

traverses the perimeter of the

Town's 16-acre park with a
trail spur to a historical
cemetery.

Executed Contract. Project expected to
be completed in 2020.

2019

Town of
Edinburg

Town Walking and
Nature Trial

s

9,095.68

S

18,191.36

Proposed purchase of
engineered wood fiber to

surface 3,000 |.f. of the Town's

recreation and nature trail.

Contract Sent.

2019

Town of
Galway

Carpenter, Rhodes,
Milton Trail

S

10,000.00

S

395,338.00

A proposed 2.5 mi. trail
through a 156-acre,

ecologically diverse property

that connects CR 45 and Old
Mill Rd. with a looping trail

system

Contract Sent.




2019

Town of
Galway/Provid
ence

Barkersville Trail

S

10,000.00

502,945.00

A proposed double loop trail
system on a 168-acre parcel
that contains two tributaries
to the Kayderosseras Creek.
(Horseback and hiking).

Contract Sent.

2019

Town of
Halfmoon

Crescent Park Trail

$

10,000.00

25,000.00

A proposal to resurface 1,000
I.f. of the existing trail with
ashpalt. The trail extends
from Canal Road along the
Mohawk R. to the Crescent
Bridge.

Executed Contract.

2019

Town of Malta

Malta Nature Preserve
Trail

s

3,107.00

6,756.42

A proposal to rehabilitate the
existing nature trail with the
purchase of 260 ton of crusher
run.

Executed Contract.

2019

Town of Milton

Milton Trail Master
Plan

s

10,000.00

20,000.00

A proposed feasibility study to
plan a connecting trail network
with Milton's parkland and
with the Village of Ballston
Spa.

Signed Contract received from Town and
sent to County Attorney.

2019

Town of
Moreau

Scenic Hudson River
By-way Trail

s

10,000.00

20,000.00

A proposed trail along the
Hudson R. between Nolan Rd.
and Old Bend Rd. for walking
and biking. There are several
future trail connection
possibilitiies.

Executed Contract.




2019|Town fo Champlain Canal Trail |$ 10,000.00 | $ 20,000.00 |A proposed feasiblity study to |Contract Sent.
Stillwater, Development and look into the gaps in the
Saratoga, Implementation Plan Champalin Canal Trail system
Northumberlan within the represented
d and City of municipalities and ascertain
Mechanicville needed resources to complete
the work.
2019|Town of Wilton [Delgan Pond S 10,000.00 | S 36,640.00 |A proposed planning and Contract Sent.
Footbridge construction of the delapitated
footbridge that offers user "off
road" scenic view of the pond
and fishing access.
TOTALS| $176,106.00 $1,593,257.00




County Executive McCoy Unveils New Albany County Rail Trail... https://www.albanycounty.com/Home/Components/News/News/32...

County News

County Executive McCoy Unveils New Albany County Rail Trail
Vendor Initiative

Post Date: 06/25/2020 11:10 am

Albany County Executive Daniel P. McCoy announced today that for the first time, food and refreshment vendors will be able
to sell their products along the nine-mile stretch of the Albany County Helderberg-Hudson Rail Trail through food trucks,

carts or temporary stands. The Request for Proposals was issued today and responses are due back on July 10.

“The COVID-19 crisis and economic shutdown have had devastating impacts on our small businesses and hardworking
families who continue to struggle to make ends meet. We need to utilize every asset possible that Albany County has to
support them in their time of need. This particular initiative has the added bonus of actually enhancing the experience for
the thousands of Rail Trail users,” said County Executive McCoy. “This will give businesses the opportunity to not only

increase their sales, but also potentially expand their client base.”

A total of six vendors will be selected by lottery for two specifically designated locations at each of the three trailheads in
Albany, Slingerlands and Voorheesville. Six qualified vendors who meet health, insurance and other criteria will be issued
permits for one month at a time to ensure as many individual businesses have the opportunity. At the end of each month, six

new permits will be issued at random until October 12.

Permits will cost $200 per month for food trucks and $125 per month for carts, tents and temporary stands. Hours of

operation for each business will be limited to 8am to 8pm Sunday through Saturday.

Any vendors with questions, concerns or comments or those that are interested in submitting a proposal can contact the
Albany County Department of General Services Purchasing Division at (518) 447-7140. They can also visit the Empire State
Bid system website at this link starting at the close of business today. Proposals can be mailed to the Purchasing Division at

112 State St, Room 1000, Albany, NY 12207.

Return to full list >>
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