
TRAILS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
May 5, 2021  2:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Welcome and Attendance 
 
 
II. Approval of Minutes of March 3, 2021 

 
 

III. Amending Resolution 258-2019 Open Space Grant Town of Milton  
 
 

IV. Saratoga County Community Forest Grant Update 
 
 

V. Zim Smith Award Update 
 
 

VI. Other Business 
 
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to public health and safety concerns related to COVID-19, there is limited capacity in the 
Boardrooms.  The public will have an opportunity to hear the meeting live via an audio signal using 
this call-in number and access code: 
 
Dial: 1-978-990-5145   
Access Code:  1840389 

Chair:  Kevin Tollisen 
 
Members:   
    Phil Barrett 
    Ed Kinowski 
    Jack Lawler 
    Tom Richardson - VC 
   Mo Wright 
    Benny Zlotnick 
 



AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM 

TO: 

CC: 

Steve Bulger, County Administrator 
,  County Attorney 

Pam Wright, Clerk of the Board 

Jason Kemper, Planning Director 
Therese Connolly, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Matt Rose, Management Analyst

1. Is a Resolution Required:        YES         or             NO
(If YES, please complete #2- #10) (If NO, skip to #10 and provide reason for bringing the item)

2. Is a Budget Amendment needed:
(If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided)

3. Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule:
(If yes, provide details)

4. Specific details on what the resolution will authorize:

Does this item require hiring a Vendors/Contractors:
Were bids/proposals solicited:
Is the vendor/contractor a sole source:
Commencement date of contract term:
Termination of contract date:
Contract renewal and term:
Contact information:
Is the vendor/contractor an LLS, PLLC or partnership:
State of vendor/contractor organization:
Is this a renewal agreement:   YES or      NO
Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:

Jason Kemper, Director of Planning

4/28/2021

Town of Milton Open Space Grant

Trails and Open Space Committee

✔

No

No

Resolution will amend Resolution 258 of 2019. Specifically, the Town of Milton total
grant project cost and subsequent county grant award will be reduced.



AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM 

6.  Is this an annual housekeeping resolution:  
(If yes, attach the last approved resolution) 

a.  What were the terms of the prior resolution 
             b.  Are the terms changing: 

c.  What is the reason for the change in terms: 

7. Is a new position being created: 
a.  Effective date 

  b.  Salary and grade 

8.  Is a new employee being hired: 
  a.  Effective date of employment  
  b.  Salary and grade  
  c:  Appointed position:  
  d.  Term: 
 
 
9. Is a grant being accepted: 
  a.  Source of grant funding:   
  b.  Amount of grant:   

c.  Purpose grant will be used for:   
  d.  Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:  
  e.  Time period grant covers:  
 
 
10.  Remarks/Reasoning (Supporting documentation must be attached to this form):    
  
 
 
 
 

Resolution 258 of 2019 awarded an Open Space Grant to the Town of Milton for the
Smassanow Project. Total estimated project costs at the time of the grant award were $179,854
with a county grant award amount of $89,927 (50% of the total project cost). The Planning
Department was notified that the total project cost has been reduced to $152,994 and the
therefore the County Open Space Grant has been reduced to $76,497 (50% of the total project
cost). This change is greater than the 10% allowed in Resolution 258-2019 and in consultation
with the County Attorney a new resolution will be required. Attached is the letter received by the
Planning Department from Saratoga PLAN detailing the new anticipated project costs.





AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM 

TO: 

CC: 

Steve Bulger, County Administrator 
,  County Attorney 

Pam Wright, Clerk of the Board 

Jason Kemper, Planning Director 
Therese Connolly, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Matt Rose, Management Analyst

1. Is a Resolution Required:        YES         or             NO
(If YES, please complete #2- #10) (If NO, skip to #10 and provide reason for bringing the item)

2. Is a Budget Amendment needed:
(If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided)

3. Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule:
(If yes, provide details)

4. Specific details on what the resolution will authorize:

Does this item require hiring a Vendors/Contractors:
Were bids/proposals solicited:
Is the vendor/contractor a sole source:
Commencement date of contract term:
Termination of contract date:
Contract renewal and term:
Contact information:
Is the vendor/contractor an LLS, PLLC or partnership:
State of vendor/contractor organization:
Is this a renewal agreement:   YES or      NO
Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:

Jason Kemper, Director of Planning

4/28/2021

Saratoga County Community Forest Grant

Trails and Open Space Committee

✔

No

No

No resolution, just an update.



AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM 

6.  Is this an annual housekeeping resolution:  
(If yes, attach the last approved resolution) 

a.  What were the terms of the prior resolution 
             b.  Are the terms changing: 

c.  What is the reason for the change in terms: 

7. Is a new position being created: 
a.  Effective date 

  b.  Salary and grade 

8.  Is a new employee being hired: 
  a.  Effective date of employment  
  b.  Salary and grade  
  c:  Appointed position:  
  d.  Term: 
 
 
9. Is a grant being accepted: 
  a.  Source of grant funding:   
  b.  Amount of grant:   

c.  Purpose grant will be used for:   
  d.  Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:  
  e.  Time period grant covers:  
 
 
10.  Remarks/Reasoning (Supporting documentation must be attached to this form):    
  
 
 
 
 

Saratoga County has been informed that the community forest application that was
applied for last year was tentatively funded by the US Forest Service. Once the grant
details are finalized the Board will need to formally accept the grant. This should occur
in the coming months. The details of this grant are still being worked out between
Saratoga County, Open Space Institute, Saratoga PLAN and the US Forest Service.
Attached is an email sent by Saratoga PLAN on 3-25-21 to all Supervisors summarizing
the project. County funding match for this grant is proposed to come from un-allocated
funds in the Open Space Reserve Fund.



Saratoga County Community Forest 
Updated March th, 2021 

Driving along busy Route 9 in Wilton, it is hard to imagine, nestled between the restaurants and shopping 
plazas, the gateway to a pristine forest ripe with opportunities. The proposed 202-acre 

includes a rocky ridgeline, forested ravines carved by tumbling 
creeks, a crisscross of old logging roads ready for recreation, and an old graphite mine waiting for 
historic interpretation. Developed as a multi-use forest, the property will become a

 recreational hub for the 
surrounding communities – all while helping to permanently protect the environment.  

Experiences at the Community Forest could range from a quick picnic with friends at the trailhead, to a 
half-mile ADA-accessible nature walk for a young family, to a 10-mile mountain bike ride, to a 50-mile 
loop hike on the Friendship Trails system starting from the property. 

The nature and location of the property makes it ideal for access by users with varying 
abilities and experiences. Easily reached off busy Route 9 with ample space for parking, the gentle 
sloping gradient up into the property will allow people of many fitness levels to utilize the trails. The 
open field at the base of the property will allow for picnicking and other more passive uses. These 
amenities will contribute to and diversify economic development opportunities for the Saratoga-Wilton 
community

. 

 submitted a proposal to the U.S. Forest Service’s Community Forest grant program to 
cover 50% of acquisition and due diligence expenses. With the $200,000 bargain sale donation from the 
landowner, an estimated $175,000 remains to be raised for the purchase. Partners have begun identifying 
State and local funding sources including private philanthropic sources to support the project. 
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Saratoga County Community Forest
Towns of Wilton and Greenfield, Saratoga County, New York   |   January 2021
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AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM 

TO: 

CC: 

Steve Bulger, County Administrator 
,  County Attorney 

Pam Wright, Clerk of the Board 

Jason Kemper, Planning Director 
Therese Connolly, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Matt Rose, Management Analyst

1. Is a Resolution Required:        YES         or             NO
(If YES, please complete #2- #10) (If NO, skip to #10 and provide reason for bringing the item)

2. Is a Budget Amendment needed:
(If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided)

3. Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule:
(If yes, provide details)

4. Specific details on what the resolution will authorize:

Does this item require hiring a Vendors/Contractors:
Were bids/proposals solicited:
Is the vendor/contractor a sole source:
Commencement date of contract term:
Termination of contract date:
Contract renewal and term:
Contact information:
Is the vendor/contractor an LLS, PLLC or partnership:
State of vendor/contractor organization:
Is this a renewal agreement:   YES or      NO
Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:

Jason Kemper, Director of Planning

4/28/2021

Zim Smith Trail Award

Trails and Open Space Committee

✔

No

No

No resolution, just an update.



AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM 

6.  Is this an annual housekeeping resolution:  
(If yes, attach the last approved resolution) 

a.  What were the terms of the prior resolution 
             b.  Are the terms changing: 

c.  What is the reason for the change in terms: 

7. Is a new position being created: 
a.  Effective date 

  b.  Salary and grade 

8.  Is a new employee being hired: 
  a.  Effective date of employment  
  b.  Salary and grade  
  c:  Appointed position:  
  d.  Term: 
 
 
9. Is a grant being accepted: 
  a.  Source of grant funding:   
  b.  Amount of grant:   

c.  Purpose grant will be used for:   
  d.  Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:  
  e.  Time period grant covers:  
 
 
10.  Remarks/Reasoning (Supporting documentation must be attached to this form):    
  
 
 
 
 

The Zim Smith Trail Southern Extension Project was awarded the 2020 Project of
Year in the Transportation Category by the Capital Region Branch of the American
Public Works Association. Award letter is attached to memo.
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