Background:
On Wednesday, June 16, 2021, sixteen (16) individuals conducted a “walk audit” of the main streets around
Corinth CSD schools. The purpose of the walk audit was to gather more information about street conditions
on the main thoroughfares surrounding the schools. Parents, students, school administrators, local officials,
and interested community members were invited to participate. We assembled at the Walgreen’s Parking
lot at 7:30 a.m. while school was still in session and split into three walking groups that took different routes
to the school, noting anything that made the pathway challenging, unsafe, or uncomfortable for children
commuting to school and/or anyone with a disability, pushing a stroller, or of advanced age using the route.
Composition of the 16 Walk Audit Participants:
14 Adults:

2 school children:

- 5 parents of school children

- 1 Elementary

- 2 school administrators

-1 Middle School

- 3 additional Corinth residents
- 4 representatives from Public Health and CBOs
(1 adult is also a Town Board member, 2 adults are also PTSA officers)

Routes Walked:
The routes walked by the three walk audit teams are depicted on the map on page 3 - a different color for
each team’s route (pink, blue and purple).
Pink

Blue

Purple

-Exit Walgreens, turning right onto Palmer -Exit Walgreens, turning left onto Palm- -Exit Walgreens, turning right onto PalmAve.
er Ave.
er Ave.
-Right onto Main St.

-Right onto 5th Street

-Left onto Main St.

-Left onto W. Maple St.

-Right onto Oak Street to the MS/HS

-Right onto Eggleston St.

-Partially up Mill St. and backtracking on
W. Maple to Center St.
-Left on Mechanic St. back to Main St.
-Walked up Main St. and left on Oak St. to
the MS/HS.

-Left onto Dorsett Dr.
All Teams walked together from the
MS/HS on Oak St, left on Main St.,
right on W. Walnut St. to the Elementary School.

-retraced steps back to Main St. and right
onto Oak Street to the MS/HS

Walk Commute Area:

The maps below depict the points from which current students who commute to school on foot begin. Currently, the Corinth CSD bus policy permits students in grades K-5 who live 0.6 miles or more and students in
grades 6-12 who live more than 1 mile from school to take the school bus. Although more students walk
from the Village, students walk from the Town as well. Moreover, the number of students coming from the
Town is likely to keep growing given that the Elementary School is located next to the Town boundary line
and, for more than a decade, development has been concentrated in the Town. According to the Capital District Regional Planning Commission, from 2008-2020, the Town issued 140 Type 1 Building permits giving it a
rank of 13th out of the 30 Saratoga County municipalities tracked, while the Village issued only 3, ranking
second to last (29th). However, sidewalk infrastructure in the Town is largely absent, and the Town lacks robust sidewalk policies and laws.
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PINK Route Observations

Corner of Palmer Ave. and Main St.
The crosswalk is quite long and sits at the widest point of the road, exposing pedestrian to cars moving from
behind and jockeying for turning space in the front row. Also, it’s a high traffic area where cars drive fast and
don’t always come to a full stop at stop signs. And, there is no pedestrian crossing signal to help pedestrians
identify a safe time to cross. The corner along Stewarts feels unsafe for pedestrians as cars enter from multiple sections where the curb is lowered. There were many cracked sidewalks along Palmer Ave near Stewarts.
No vegetation buffer along sidewalk to shield pedestrians from the road.

Corner of W. Maple St. and Main St. and walking to Mechanic St.
We encountered quite a few students walking to school, many of whom were coming from the direction of
Sherman Avenue. The crosswalk lines are faded; however, there is a walk signal present. The road was dugup at the crosswalk, and there is car debris in the walkway, which makes the pedestrian areas feel abandoned and unsafe. The sidewalks on W. Maple St are uneven, cracked, and bumpy, making them largely impassable to anyone using a walker, wheelchair, etc. This is a high traffic area with no vegetation buffer to
separate the road from the sidewalk.
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PINK Route Observations
Corner of Center St. and Main St. and along Center St.
No crosswalk in high traffic crossing area across Main St. There is also no crosswalk at the intersection of W.
Maple St and Center St. No vegetation buffers on sidewalks to create a safe space between pedestrians and
the road. An overgrown shrub on the corner of Cumberland Farms makes it hard to see oncoming traffic.
No pedestrian crossing signs.

Corner of Mill St. and W. Maple St.
We observed school children crossing W. Maple St. to walk up Mill St. to school. Mill St. is a one-way street
that leads directly to the Elementary School, making it a natural choice for school children. However, there
is no crosswalk or pedestrian crossing signal at that crossing, and the sidewalk on Mill St. terminates midway, forcing children into the road for part of the journey. Mill St.’s roadway is in need of significant repair
and is quite twisty with blind corners.
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PINK Route Observations

Main St
The crosswalk sign is not near the crosswalk. Shrub overgrowth reduces visibility. The presence of garbage
cans reduces the walk space on a sidewalk that lacks a vegetation buffer between pedestrians and the road.
There is no curb cut at the crosswalk of Oak and Main.

Corner of Main St. and Oak St.
Although the Google Earth picture below shows three crosswalks allowing children coming from either direction on Main St. to cross over to Oak St. where the Middle/High School (MS/HS) is located, the crosswalk
on the lower side was missing during our audit. This forces children coming from the Village to cross two
streets, rather than just one, to get to the correct side on which the school is located, increasing their traffic
exposure and causing more traffic interruptions, particularly during school arrival and dismissal. We later
learned that the crosswalk was removed because there is no curb cut at the corner of Oak and Main.
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BLUE Route Observations

Palmer Ave. up to and including the intersection with 2nd St.
Palmer Ave. is a high traffic roadway with fast traffic that appears to ignore school speed limits. A one-way
road with a hill leads up to the MS/HS. The crosswalks are faded without a curb cut, making them inaccessible to wheelchairs. The school sign on the road is dull and doesn’t capture drivers’ attention.
Although there is relatively good sidewalk coverage along Palmer Ave., there are no crosswalks at the far side
of Palmer Ave. where many kids use the sidewalk to commute to school and during gym class when going to
Pagenstecher Park.

Palmer Ave. and 2nd St Intersection
School children often walk along 2nd St., a one-way street, despite the fact that there are no sidewalks or
crosswalk, fast traffic, and a blind spot for drivers at the top of the hill.
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BLUE Route Observations

Palmer Ave. and 3rd St. Intersection
The sidewalk is cracked and bumpy. The crosswalks are faded without a curb cut, making them inaccessible
to wheelchairs.

Palmer Ave. and 4th St. Intersection
The crosswalk is faded and lacks a curb cut making it inaccessible for wheelchairs. There is no stop sign for
cars exiting the parking lots that open onto Palmer Ave.
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BLUE Route Observations

Palmer Ave. and 5th St. Intersection
There is no crosswalk on the southeast side at the garage. The crosswalk does not fit the road well.

5th St. and Oak St. Intersection
There is no crosswalk. The school-side of Oak St. has a sidewalk that starts and stops—the sidewalk starts on
one side and then ends, making pedestrians cross to the other side in the middle of the road (no crosswalk)
to get to the sidewalk on the other side. In addition, parts of the sidewalk have vegetation hanging into the
sidewalk, narrowing it. The only students observed by the walk audit team that were walking had arrived in
cars that were parked a short distance away.
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BLUE Route Observations

1st St. and Oak St. Intersection
1st St. has no sidewalks despite its proximity and direct access to the MS/HS. This area gets very busy during
drop-off/pick-up times with parents parking on both sides of the street, forcing pedestrians to walk in and
out of the road and around cars.
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PURPLE Route Observations
General Observations for the entire route
•
•

The speed of traffic throughout the entire walk was too fast. From Palmer Ave., to Main St., to Eggleston
St., cars were traveling faster than posted signs (verified on Main St. thanks to the radar speed sign).
The greatest concern was Eggleston St. as there are no sidewalks, just a walking path on the side of the road
with a single white line painted down the road.

Main St.:
There is a faded crosswalk in front of the old school house on Main St. that needs repainting as it is frequently
used.

Main St. and Oak St. Intersection
There used to be a crosswalk on this corner, but it is no longer there. The Walk Audit Team saw kids and the
crossing guard stand on this corner to cross the road. The now absent crosswalk is located on the same side as
the school, which, when present, reduces the number of roads that school children need to cross.
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PURPLE Route Observations

Main St. and Walnut St. Intersection (across from the Dentist Office)
The crosswalk has a lip that is not easily scaled by strollers and wheelchairs.

Eggleston St.
There is not much to draw drivers’ attention to the fact that there is a pedestrian walking path on the side of the
street, which is marked by just a single white line. Also, the traffic sign is hidden in vegetation.
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PURPLE Route Observations
Eggleston St. and Dorsett Drive Intersection
There is no crosswalk. The roadway is rough. There is no sidewalk, and the stop sign is hidden.

Eggleston St. and Main St. Intersection
The view when entering Main St. from Eggleston St. is limited, and cars parked on the side of the road reduce visibility even further.

Main St. and Beech St. Intersection:
There is no crosswalk. However, the road is used frequently by children given that there is a daycare located further down Beech St.
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PURPLE Route Observations
Main St. and Ash St. Intersection
There is no crosswalk.

Barbara MacDonald Dr. and Dorsett Dr. Intersection
There is no crosswalk. Signage (stop, speed limit, and dead end signs) is partially hidden by vegetation. Barbara
MacDonald Drive has no sidewalks.
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ALL GROUPS COMBINED Observations of Routes Between the Elementary and MS/HS

Middle/High School Area
The sidewalks in front of the school are rough and uneven with wide cracks that could make it hard to traverse for anyone using a walking aid (e.g, walker, cane, wheelchair, crutches).

Parallel streets near the MS/HS
Walnut, Ash, Beech and other streets parallel to the MS/HS on Oak St. are generally wide streets with no
sidewalks. The Walk Audit team didn’t see any kids walking on Oak St. coming from the Town-side direction
and speculated that may be because of the lack of sidewalks there. Others report that they often see children walking along those streets either on property owner lawns or in the street.
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ALL GROUPS COMBINED Observations of Routes Between the Elementary and MS/HS

Main St. to Walnut St. to Center St to the Elementary School
There is a sidewalk on just one side of Walnut St. Given that this is the connecting street between the MS/HS and
Elementary Schools, sidewalks on both sides of the street may be warranted.

Eggleston St. Exit from the Elementary School
There is no crosswalk to cross Eggleston St. (although Google Earth shows that there may have been at one time).
Cars exiting the school don’t have the right-of-way but frequently don’t give the right-of-way to Eggleston St. traffic.
Walk Audit Team members wondered if a 3-way stop would be a good idea? Perhaps, the STOP sign should be
outfitted with LED lights to make it more visible? The Eggleston Exit opens to Dorsett Drive and Barbara MacDonald
Drive, which are residential streets very close to the school, neither of which have sidewalks.
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General Recommendations/Ideas
(1) Create a connected network of sidewalks, trails, and/or protected paths within the
school bus perimeter and/or the most likely walked routes to school. This will involve
new pedestrian pathway or sidewalk construction along Town roads and gap-filling primarily in the Village.
(2) Make design choices that promote pedestrian safety and comfort. This includes design elements that reduce
motor speeds on residential and high pedestrian traffic roads and make it safer and easier to cross streets.
(3) Pass local laws and amend comprehensive plans to prioritize pedestrian mobility. In the case of the Town, this
means enacting sidewalk/pedestrian pathway legislation since the Town lacks sidewalk laws and policies. The
Village has local sidewalk laws but may consider amending them to make them more comprehensive. Content
examples: permit sidewalk construction upon local board initiative and/or petition of landowners; require sidewalk inclusion in site plan review/conditional use permit/use variance/area variance applications; design elements like vegetation buffers, etc.
(4) Apply for grant funding to make improvements. Ideally, Town and Village would jointly apply for grant(s) to
maximize efficiency, cost and competitiveness. Most likely, apply first for a planning grant to hire an engineering
firm to assess improvements, make recommendations, and estimate costs. Then, apply for an implementation
grant to fund the selected engineering options.
(5) Pursue policies and designations that improve grant competitiveness and confer other benefits. For example,
adopting a local Complete Streets Policy and the Climate Smart Communities pledge.
(6) Combine Pedestrian Projects with Broadband installation. Broadband is a recognized local priority. Burying fiber
optic cable underground is the preferred method. By combining the digging of sidewalk trenches with cable/
conduit installation, broadband capital costs can be reduced by 60-80%. Burying broadband is also a NY Climate
Change Science Clearinghouse recommended practice for our region, which is located in the “ice band” of NYS.
(7) Incorporate Stormwater design into Pedestrian Projects. Design elements to improve pedestrian safety and
community aesthetics like vegetation buffers next to sidewalks, street trees, and crosswalk curb extensions with
exposed earth and plantings, can double as stormwater control infrastructure. Similarly, using permeable materials can add stormwater control to hard infrastructure. Stormwater control=Climate Change Adaptation=more
grant opportunities.

Stormwater protective vegetation

Buried fiber optic cable within sidewalk sphere
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Pedestrian Safety Design Examples
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Pedestrian Safety Design Examples
Crosswalks
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