
TRAILS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
October 6, 2021  2:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Welcome and Attendance 
 
 
II. Approval of Minutes of August 4, 2021 

 
 

III. 2021 Saratoga County Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation Grants – Jason 
Kemper, Planning  
 
 

IV. Open Space/Farmland and Trails Grants Update – Jason Kemper, Planning  
 
 

V. County Forestland/Zim Smith Trail Updates – Jason Kemper, Planning  
 
 

VI. Other Business 
 
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The public will have an opportunity to hear the meeting live via an audio signal using this call-in 
number and access code: 
 
Dial: 1-978-990-5145   
Access Code:  1840389 

Chair:  Kevin Tollisen 
 
Members:   
    Phil Barrett 
    Ed Kinowski 
    Jack Lawler 
    Tom Richardson - VC 
   Mo Wright 
    Benny Zlotnick 
 



 
                       SARATOGA COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 
                                 JASON KEMPER                                                                       TOM L. LEWIS 

                                             DIRECTOR                                                                 COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
                                                                                                                                                      CHAIRMAN 

50 WEST HIGH STREET                                                                                                                                  (518) 884-4705  PHONE 
BALLSTON SPA, NY 12020                                                                                                                             (518) 884-4780  FAX 
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September 28, 2021 

 
To:  Trails and Open Space Committee Members 
CC:  County Administrator’s Office 
  County Attorney’s Office 
  Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
From:  Jason Kemper, Director of Planning 
 
RE:  September 2021 Trails and Open Space Meeting 
 
2021 Saratoga County Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation Grants (Budget Impact – 
None, these projects will be funded with existing Open Space Farmland funds and the Open Space 
Reserve Account) 
The Saratoga County Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation grant program was established 
in 2003 by the County Board of Supervisors.  In 2021, the Saratoga County Board of Supervisors 
allocated $100,000 to the Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation Grant Program.  The 
Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation grant program applications were made available to 
the public in February 2021 with a due date of August 6, 2021.  During this time, the Saratoga County 
Planning Department received three applications consisting of two proposed open space preservation 
projects and one proposed farmland protection project.  Attached to this memo will be the grant 
applications received.  The following is a brief summary of each pending Farmland Protection and Open 
Space Preservation grant program projects received in 2021: 
 

1. To the Town of Corinth, the sum of $32,900 upon the condition that Saratoga PLAN completing 
a fee title acquisition and land donation of an estimated price of $2,500 per acre for the 
purchase of a portion of the LeClaire property that comprises of approximately 132 acres of 
mature northern hardwood open space referred to as the LeClair Preserve (A portion of Tax 
Parcel # 86.-1-25.12) The total project cost is estimated at $387,900.  The balance of the project 
cost is to be paid by a combination of a Nature Conservancy Grant and significant donation from 
the landowner.  

 
2. To the Town of Greenfield & the Town of Wilton the sum of $100,000 upon the condition that 

Saratoga PLAN completing bargain sale, plus in-kind donation, towards an estimated price of 
$965 per acre for the purchase of development rights of a 435 acres of mature hardwoods in 
order to place a perpetual conservation easement over the Klepetar Family Woodlands (Tax 
Parcel #s 127.-1-3.2; 127.-1-1.112; 114.-1-52; 114.-1-32.11; 114.-1-45; 114.-1-44 & 113.-1-42).  
The total project cost is estimated at     $544,861.  The balance of the project costs is to be paid 
by a combination of a NYS DEC/Land Trust Alliance Forest Conservation Easement Program and 
in-kind donations from the landowner and private contributions. 

 
3. To the Town of Malta, the sum of $100,000 upon Saratoga PLAN completing a bargain sale, plus 

in-kind donations, of an estimated price of $6,750 per acre for the purchase of the development 
rights of a 25.92 acre farm in order to place a perpetual conservation easement over the 
Boulder Brook Farm (Tax Parcel # 205.-1-54).  Total project cost is estimated at $227,585. The 
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balance of the project costs is to be paid by a combination of contributions and in-kind 
donations from the landowner, Saratoga PLAN and/or the Town. 

 
The total requested grant funds for 2021 is $232,900.  There are several options for funding these 
applications or a portion of the applications.  Some of these options include but are not limited to: 1.) 
funding the applications with the 2021 allotted budget amount of $100,000, 2) fund applications using 
the 2021 budget of $100,000 and a portion of the un-allocated funds in the Open Space Reserve Fund 3) 
Fund applications using the 2021 budget amount of $100,000 plus the remainder of the un-allocated 
Open Space Reserve Fund.  With the withdrawal of the two applications below, the current balance in 
the Open Space Reserve Fund is $571,685.34 of which $311,947 is committed to previously approved 
projects and up to $120,000 is being reserved for the Community Forest Project in Wilton and 
Greenfield.  Therefore, the remaining un-allocated balance not committed to any projects in the Open 
Space Reserve Fund ($139,738) plus the 2021 budgeted amount ($100,000) could conceivably fully fund 
the 2021 applications if the Committee chooses to do so. 
 
Open Space/Farmland and Trails Grants Update 
The following bullet points are highlights of past and present projects.   

• August 17, 2021, the County Board of Supervisors voted to fully fund all ten 2021 proposed Trail 
Grant projects with the amended cost of $82,011.44.  Contracts for each individual 2021 trail 
grant project are currently being processed. 

• The 2015 City of Saratoga Spring project has been completed and closed. 
• The 2018 Town of Halfmoon Vosburgh Preserve Trail Grant has been completed and closed. 
• The 2018 City of Saratoga Springs Bog Meadow Trail has been redesigned and construction 

should begin in 2021. 
• The 2019 Town of Halfmoon Crescent Trail has been completed and closed. 
• The 2020 Town of Greenfield Middle Grove Park Trail grant is being reviewed for completeness 

and will soon be closed. 
• The 2020 Town of Galway contract is executed. 
• The 2020 Town of Ballston contract is executed. 
• The 2020 Town of Wilton project should be completed by the end of the year. 
• The 2019 Town of Milton Smassanow Farm protection grant is completed and closed. 
• September 14, 2021, received a letter from Town of Greenfield and Saratoga PLAN stating the 

relinquishment of the 2019 open space grant award for the Conant Family Woodlands 
($50,000)  

• September 14, 2021 email received from the Town of Milton stating the Camp Boyhaven open 
space grant award is no longer a viable project and has released the 2017 grant award.  
($50,000) 

• Total pending Farmland/Open Space projects has been reduced to 5, 3 of those could be closing 
in late 2021 or early 2022, and one has closed and is completing the project that the award was 
contingent on.   

 
County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates 

• RFP is out for fencing replacement on the Zim Smith Trail 
• Improvements are scheduled for this fall at Louden Road Parking Lot 
• New aluminum signs ordered for County Forestland and Zim Smith Trail. 
• The Champlain Canalway Trail Construction in Waterford (Saratoga County is project sponsor) is 

well underway and will be completed this fall. 
• Clearing and grubbing is underway on the East Mitigation Site in the Town of Northumberland 
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