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Trails & Open Space  
Committee 

Wednesday, April 5, 2023  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY  

 
 
 

 
 

I. Welcome and Attendance 
 

 
II. Approval of the minutes of the February 8, 2023 meeting. 

 
 

III. Authorizing the transfer of funds from the Trails Reserve Fund and amending the 2023 
County Budget – Jason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development 

 
 
IV. Updates: Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects, Trail Projects, Open Space & 

Farmland Protection Grant Applications, Trail Grant Applications, Graphite Range 
Community Forest Projects – Jason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development 
 
 

V. Other Business 
 

 
VI. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair: Joe Grasso 
 
Members:   
 Eric Connolly 
 Tara Gaston 

Ed Kinowski 
Matthew Veitch - vc 

https://www.saratogacountyny.gov/meetings/2023-meetings/


 

50 WEST HIGH STREET  (518) 884-4705  PHONE 
BALLSTON SPA, NY 12020  (518) 884-4780  FAX 

SARATOGA COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 JASON KEMPER TOM L. LEWIS 
 DIRECTOR COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
  CHAIRMAN 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Trails and Open Space Committee Members 

 

CC:  County Administrator’s Office 

  County Attorney’s Office 

  Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 

FROM:  Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development 

 

DATE:  March 30, 2023 

 

RE:  April 2023 Trails and Open Space Meeting 

 

 

Trail Reserve Fund 

There are several Trails and Farmland/Open Space Grant Awards that are ready for payment.  The 

Department of Planning and Economic Development has been working with the Budget Director 

to make sure the Trails Reserve Account balance matches all outstanding previously awarded 

grants.   In order to pay pending grant awards as well as adjust the reserve account to clearly 

reflect awarded projects the following transfers must be made from the Trails Reserve Fund (A-

0888.TR) to the Municipal Planning Trails Grant Program (A.80.000-8492.9) 

 

1. 2019 Town of Edinburg Trails Grant (awarded via Resolution 260-2019) – $7,793.36 

2. 2020 Town of Edinburg Trails Grant (awarded via Resolution 216-2020) - $9,500 

3. 2021 Town of Clifton Park Trails Grant (awarded via Resolution 234-2021) - $10,000 

4. 2021 Town of Edinburg Trails Grant (awarded via Resolution 234-2021) - $10,000 

5. 2021 Town of Wilton/PLAN Trails Grant (awarded via Resolution 234-2021) - $10,000 

6. Payments made in 2022 for prior year grants - $20,358.44 

 

County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates 
• There are currently 8 pending Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects being administered 

by the Planning Department. Of the 8 projects, 4 are 2022 (last year) awards and 4 are prior 

awards.  Town of Clifton Park 2019 Open Space project is ready for reimbursement and has 

been sent to the auditor’s office.  Recent discussions stated that a 2018 Town of Clifton Park 

Farm Protection grant is preparing to close. 

• Currently, there are 16 pending Trail Projects being administered by the Planning 

Department.  Of the 16 projects, 12 are 2022 (last year) awards and four are prior awards.  
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Recent discussions indicate that a 2021 Edinburg award and a 2021 Town of Wilton/PLAN 

award are readying for reimbursement. 

• The 2023 Saratoga County Open Space and Farmland Protection grant applications were sent 

to the county’s supervisors on February 22nd and the county mayors on Feb. 27th. The due 

date for the Open Space and Farmland grant applications is July 28, 2023. 

• The 2023 Saratoga County Trail grant applications were sent to the county’s supervisors on 

February 22nd and the county mayors on Feb. 27th.  The due date for the grant is June 30, 

2023 

• Staff continues to work on the Graphite Range Community Forest Project. 

• Survey is completed, Design has been initiated and due diligence continues on the project.  

Outreach to landowners has initiated in some project areas. 

 

 

 

 

 











  
 

                        SARATOGA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

RESOLUTION  
 

  
 
 

AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM  
THE TRAILS RESERVE FUND AND  

AMENDING THE 2023 COUNTY BUDGET IN RELATION THERETO  
 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 249-2015, this Board established a capital reserve 
fund to be known as the “County Trails Development Reserve” for the purpose of depositing 
unexpended funds for the Saratoga County Trails Grant Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 249-2015 the reserve account was created to house 
the unexpended Saratoga County Trails Grant program funds until such funds are needed, and a 
reimbursement voucher is submitted by the municipal applicant, at which point the funds will be 
appropriated to the General Fund budget; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the unexpended grant funds from the 2019 Town of Edinburg, 2020 Town 
of Edinburg, 2021 Town of Clifton Park, 2021 Town of Edinburg, 2021 Town of Wilton/PLAN 
and payment of prior year grants made in 2022 total $67,651.80; and 
 
 WHEREAS, various grant projects that were approved in 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 
have been submitted for payment; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the transfer of Trails Reserve funds to the Saratoga County Trail Grant 
Program account requires this Board’s approval and an associated amendment to the 2023 
County budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, our Trails and Open Space Committee and the Director of Planning and 
Economic Development have recommended that $67,651.80 be transferred from the Trails 
Reserve funds to the Saratoga County Trails Grant Program account; now, therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED, that this Board authorizes the transfer of $ 67,651.80 from the Trails Grant 

Reserve funds to the Saratoga County Trails Grant Program account to provide reimbursement to 
municipal applicants as approved by our Trails and Open Space Committee; and it is further 

 
 
 RESOLVED, that the 2023 Saratoga County Budget is amended as follows: 
 
PLANNING 



Increase Appropriations: 
Acct. #A.80.000-8429.9 Local Assistance County Trails Grant Program  $ 

67,651.80 
Decrease Reserve: 
 Acct. #A-0888.TR Trails Reserve Transfer $67,651.80    
; and it is further 
 
 RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  
 
BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT:  No Budget Impact. The transfer will reduce the balance in 
the Trails Reserve Fund by $ 67,651.80 
 
 


