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Trails & Open Space Committee 
Wednesday, September 6, 2023  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   
 
Chair: Joe Grasso 
Members: Eric Connolly, Tara Gaston, Ed Kinowski,  
Matt Veitch (vc) 

 
 

Age n d a  
 
 

I. Welcome and Attendance 
 

 
II. Approval of the minutes of the August 2, 2023 meeting 

 
 
III. Accepting a United States Forestry Service Grant and authorizing a Budget 

transfer to facilitate the purchase of the Graphite Range Community Forest 
Project –  J ason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development 
 
 

IV. Authorizing the purchase of the Graphite Range Community Forest Property in 
the Towns of Wilton and Greenfield –  J ason Kemper, Planning & Economic 
Development 

 
 

V. Authorizing a Logging Revenue Agreement with Prentiss and Carlisle 
Management Company Inc. for a timber harvest on a County owned parcel in 
the Town of Wilton–  J ason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development 
 
 

VI. Discussion: Open Space Grant Requests –  J ason Kemper, Planning & Economic 
Development 
 
 

VII. Discussion: Trails & Open Space Updates –  J ason Kemper, Planning & 
Economic Development 
 

 
VIII. Other Business 

 
 
IX. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.saratogacountyny.gov/meetings/2023-meetings/


 

50 WEST HIGH STREET  (518) 884-4705  PHONE 
BALLSTON SPA, NY 12020  (518) 884-4780  FAX 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Trails and Open Space Committee Members 
 
CC:  County Administrator’s Office 
  County Attorney’s Office 
  Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM:  Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development 
 
DATE:  August 30, 2023  
 
RE:  September 2023 Trails and Open Space Meeting 
 
Graphite Range Community Forest Purchase  
Saratoga County is prepared to purchase the Graphite Range Community Forest.  The property 
encompasses approximately 204 acres located in the Towns of Wilton and Greenfield.  An additional 20 
acres referred to as the Northern Gateway will be purchased at a future date.  Resolution 333-2021 
authorized the acceptance of USFS grant funding and allocation of up to $120K of open space reserve 
funds for this project.  Resolution 215-2023 adopted by the Board in August authorized adoption of the 
Graphite Range Community Forest Management Plan.  Saratoga County entered into a Stewardship 
Agreement with Saratoga PLAN for this property via resolution 379-2022.  This project included a large 
number of Partners including the US Forestry Service, Open Space Institute, Saratoga PLAN, Towns of 
Wilton and Greenfield, Graphite Range Community Forest Advisory Committee and Wilton Partners LLC.  
The total estimated project cost for the community forest is $1,146,014.  Significant contributions have 
been made by the landowner and project partners.   In addition, a large fundraising campaign generating 
over $200,000 occurred prior to county acquisition. 
 
 
The resolutions for this purchase will authorize a number of items related to the purchase, including: 

• Perform the necessary budget amendments to accept USFS grant and authorize necessary 
expenditures for the up to $391K (A.80-4995, A-0888 OS, A.80.000-8492).  These funds will 
be fronted by the county and reimbursed after closing. 

• Authorize transfer from the Open Space Reserve fund into the Local Assistance Account   
(A.80-000-8492)  for up to $120K.  

• Declare Saratoga County as Lead Agency pursuant to SEQR, and issue a negative 
declaration under SEQRA. 
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• Accepting and executing the Assignment of Option Agreement between Saratoga County 
and the Open Space Institute 

• Authorizing payment to Wilton Partners LLC for land purchase cost of $463,452 plus 
applicable reimbursement costs (taxes) relating to the transaction.  The appraised value of 
the property as approved by the USFS is $635,000.  Wilton Partners LLC will be utilizing a 
bargain sale donation. 

• Total cost (purchase price, title, taxes, etc) will not exceed $511K ($391K USFS grant, $120K 
Open Space Reserve).  These costs will all be fronted by Saratoga County and reimbursed 
following closing on the property. 
 

County Forestland Timber Contract 
Timber bids for the 2023 timber harvest on County Forestland were opened on August 10th, 2023, there 
were two bids received.  The harvest area is approximately 78 acres, and contains approximately 181 MBF 
of White Pine, 76 MBF of Red Pine, 8 MBF of Black Oak, 5 MBF of White Oak, 4 MBF of Red Maple,  1 MBF 
of Red Oak, 623 Cords of Pine Pulp and 37 cords of Hardwood Pulp.    

The parcel to be harvested is on Edie Road in the Town of Wilton.  There is an existing trail network on 
the property and as such there will be some disruption while the harvest is occurring.  The portion of the 
parcel north of this harvest area was harvested in early 2023.  The plan was to harvest this parcel 2.5 years 
ago but that was put on hold to do the necessary clearing associated with the Karner Blue Mitigation 
Project in the Towns of Wilton and Northumberland. This parcel was identified in the 2012 County 
Forestland Assessment as needing harvesting within 1-5 years.     

Due to changing market conditions, I would request that the resolution lists both the bidders in case the 
top bidder for whatever reason decides to back out of the harvest.  The top bidder is Prentiss and Carlisle 
Management Company Inc. in the amount of $63,213, the second bidder is Lyme Adirondack Timber Sales, 
LLC in the amount of $44,000.  The bid summary from the purchasing department is attached for your 
review as well as a map of the proposed harvest area.  The timber harvest on county forestland is definitely 
worth taking a look at if you have never witnessed this in the past, if any committee members would like 
to visit the site during the harvest, then please advise and I can set that up.   

 
2023 Saratoga County Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation Grants  
The Saratoga County Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation grant program was established 
in 2003 by the County Board of Supervisors.  In 2023, the Saratoga County Board of Supervisors allocated 
$400,000 to the Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation Grant Program.  The Farmland 
Protection and Open Space Preservation grant program applications were made available to the public in 
February of 2023 with a due date of July 28, 2023.  During this time, the Saratoga County Planning and 
Economic Development Department received three applications consisting of two proposed open space 
preservation projects and one proposed farmland protection projects.  The total amount of county 
funding requested is $283,357.  
 
Below is a summary of the 2023 Farmland Protection and Open Space Preservation grant program 
applications received.  A spreadsheet containing more detailed information is also attached.  The 
committee can opt to review the applications at the meeting or set up a sub committee to perform the 
analysis and report back to the committee.  The 2022 grant cycle involved a sub committee. 
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Town of Clifton Park 
Blue Jay Way Land Acquisition - Pocket Park    Amount Requested $58,581 
The parcel is 1.77 acres of vacant residentially zoned land owned by the Clifton Park Water Authority since 
2004, as a prior water source. The well infrastructure has been decommissioned and capped per state and 
local regulations. Water, sewer, gas, and electricity are available at the site making the lot desirable for 
residential development within an established single-family neighborhood.  This land acquisition provides 
an  open-air gathering place for the neighborhood residents, promoting civic engagement. 
 
Town of Greenfield 
Community Center Land Purchase     Amount Requested $24,825 
The 0.41-acres of property is vacant, unused land. Added to the town owned surrounding property, it will 
allow us access through to locust Grove Dr. and offers considerable space to  build a new community 
center. 
 
Town of Northumberland/Saratoga PLAN 
18 Karat Farm Conservation Easement     Amount Requested $199,951 
18 Karat Farm is a pristinely managed 75-acre horse farm located in the Town of Northumberland. The 
property on the East side of Beaver Street provides fertile pastures and scenic views. The West side offers 
a dense forested habitat and an east-west wildlife corridor. This parcel is one of the few remaining wooded 
tracts on Beaver Street. 
 
County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates    

• There are currently 5 pending Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects being administered by 
the Planning Department. Of the 7 projects, 2 are 2022 (last year) awards and 3 are prior awards.   

• Currently, there are 26 pending Trail Projects being administered by the Planning Department.  
Of the 26 projects, 12 are 2023 (this year) awards and 11 are 2022 awards.  

• In Mid-September, the annual AML-303b Agricultural District Inclusion applications will be made 
available for the upcoming 30-day Agricultural District inclusion period beginning October 1, 
2023 to October 31, 2023. 

• Due to unforeseen landowner permissions (loss of use), Charlton Snowmobile Club was required 
to reroute trail C8B in (2) sections. See attached map. In addition to the need to find permissible 
passage the reroutes offer a safer and more scenic passage. 
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