
 

Trails & Open Space Committee 
Wednesday, February 7, 2024  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   
 
Chair: Joe Grasso 
Members: Eric Connolly, Ed Kinowski, Michele Madigan, 
Matt Veitch 

 
 

Agenda 
 
 

I. Welcome and Attendance 
 

 
II. Approval of the minutes of the December 6, 2023 meeting 

 
 

III. Appointment of Vice Chair 
 

 
IV. Committee Approval: 2024 Saratoga County Trail Grant Program Application – 

Jason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development 
 
 

V. Discussion: Committee Goals for 2024 
 
 

VI. Other Business 
 

 
VII. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Trails and Open Space Committee Members 

 

CC:  County Administrator’s Office 

  County Attorney’s Office 

  Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 

FROM:  Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development 

 

DATE:  January 28, 2024  

 

RE:  February 2024 Trails and Open Space Meeting 

2024 Saratoga County Trail Grant Program Application 

Enclosed is the 2024 Saratoga County Trail Grant application that will be sent to all of the municipalities in 

Saratoga County as well as Saratoga PLAN and other land conservation groups. 

 The releases date and the due date for the application needs to be discussed with committee.  For the 

2023 grant cycle the application was sent out on February 22, 2023 with a due date of June 30th, 2023.  

If the timeframe to return the grant remains the same then a possible due date is June 28th, 2024. 

County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates    

 There are currently 6 (down from 7) pending Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects, including the 
three (3) 2023 awards, being administered by the Planning Department. Of the 6 projects, 1 is 2022 (last 
year) awards and 2 are prior awards.  The 2018 Town of Clifton Park Farmland Protection grant was 
closed in December 2023.  

 The Saratoga County Farmland and Open Space Grant application was released on January 10, 2024 with 
a due date assigned for March 29, 2024.  It was sent to all municipalities as well as Saratoga PLAN.  

 Currently, there are 19 (down from 24) pending Trail Projects being administered by the Planning 
Department.  Of the 19 projects, 11 are 2023 awards, 6 are 2022, one is 2021 and one is 2020.    The 
2022 Town of Wilton and the Village of South Glens Falls trail grants were closed in December 2023.  The 
2022 Town of Clifton Park trail grant award was closed in January 2024.  The 2022 & 2023 Town of 
Stillwater trail grant awards have cleared the County Auditor’s review and are pending payment in 
January 2024. 

 Nine of twelve 2023 Trails contracts have been fully executed (The City of Saratoga Springs, the Town of 
Halfmoon and the Town of Malta are pending signature). 

 Saratoga County closed on the Graphite Range Community Forest Project on 10.17.23.  There have 

been periodic closures due the wet and warm winter weather we have been experiencing. 

 The county timber harvest on Edie Road was completed, trail restoration was completed and the 

security deposit was released to the contractor. 






















