
 

 

           

 
 

Trails & Open Space Committee 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   
 
Chair: Joe Grasso 
Members: Eric Connolly VC, Ed Kinowski, Michele Madigan, 
Matt Veitch 

 

 

Agenda 

 
 

I. Welcome and Attendance 
 

 
II. Approval of the minutes of the March 6, 2024 meeting 

 
 
III. Authorizing the transfer of funds from the Trails Reserve Fund and amending 

the 2024 County Budget in relation thereto – Jeffrey Williams, Planning & 
Economic Development 
 
 

IV. County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates– Jeffrey 
Williams, Planning & Economic Development 
 
 

V. 2024 Open Space Grant Update 
 
 

VI. Trails Map Update  
 

 
VII. Other Business 

 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Trails and Open Space Committee Members 
CC:  County Administrator’s Office 
  County Attorney’s Office 
  Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
FROM:  Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development 
DATE:  March 25, 2024  
 
RE:  April 2024 Trails and Open Space Meeting 
 
Trails Grant Reserve Fund Transfer 
The following grant is preparing for reimbursement and transfers must be made from the Trails 
Reserve Fund (A-0888.TR) to the Municipal Planning Trails Grant Program (A.80.000-8492.9) to facilitate 
the reimbursement: 
 

1. 2023 City of Mechanicville (awarded via Resolution 216-2023) - $10,000 
 
County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates    

• There are currently 6 pending Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects, including the three (3) 2023 
awards, being administered by the Planning Department. Of the 6 projects, 1 is 2022 (last year) awards 
and 2 are prior awards.   

• Currently, there are 17 pending Trail Projects being administered by the Planning Department.  Of the 
17 projects, 10 are 2023 awards, 5 are 2022, one is 2021 and one is 2020.      The City of Mechanicville 
has submitted for reimbursement and a resolution will be proposed in April 2024 to close out this 
project.  Town of Halfmoon 2022 and Town of Northumberland 2023 trail grant projects were closed in 
April 2024. 

• The 2024 Trail Grant application was sent out to all of the Town Supervisors on February 21, 2024 and 
all the Village/City Mayors on February 22, 2024.  Also, Saratoga PLAN received the trail grant application 
on the 22nd.  A due date of June 28, 2024 has been posted. 

• The Department is in the process the stocking dates for the 2024 season, once those dates are finalized 
they will be provided to committee members. 

• The Planning and Economic Development Department is planning a site visit with NYS Parks on 3.29.24 
to discuss connections between the NYS Parks Property (Big Bend), the county forestland and Moreau 
Lake State Park.  The county may be improving trail connections, creating possible parking areas, 
installing signage, etc. 

• The 2024 Farmland Protection and Open Space grants will be due on 3.29.24.  Jeff Williams will present 
a summary of the number and type of applications received as well as the requested grant amount.  

 






















