Law & Finance Committee

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 4PM
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY
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Minutes

Present: Chairman lan Murray; Committee members Robert Anderson, JD Arnold, Dave Ball, C.
Eric Butler, Jesse Fish, Joe Grasso, Kevin Tollisen

Absent: Scott Ostrander

Supervisors Gyarmathy and Peck; Steve Bulger, Ridge Harris, Audra Hedden, Stephanie Hodgson,
Renee Law, Mariah Ruscio, Christine Rush, Anne Van Vorst, County Administrator; George
Conway, Karen Kelly, Petra Holden, County Attorney; Jeff Brown, Sheriff; Brett Eby, District
Attorney; Craig Hayner, County Clerk; Chad Cooke, Public Works; Jason Kemper, Planning and
Economic Development; André Delvaux, Mike Stanley, Emergency Services; Anna Stanko, Real
Property Tax; Daniel Kuhles, Department of Health; Pat Maxwell, DSS; Sue Costanzo, Probation.

Chairman Murray called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Chairman Murray announced the appointment of Supervisor Grasso as Committee Vice Chair.

On a motion made by Supervisor Butler, seconded by Supervisor Anderson, the minutes of
the December 10, 2025 meeting were approved unanimously.

On a motion made by Supervisor Grasso, seconded by Supervisor Ball, the following
resolutions were approved unanimously.

LAW & FINANCE

e Adopting a Local Law identified as Introductory No. 4, Print No. 1 of 2025, relative to
amending the 2026 Saratoga County Compensation Schedule to provide a salary and cost-
of-living increase for certain county officials.

BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact.
This Local Law adopts the salary and cost-of-living increase for certain elected or appointed
County officials previously approved by the Board of Supervisors. A public hearing on this item
will be held on January 14, 2026, at 4:30pm.

e Accepting additional funding from the New York State Office of Addiction Services and
Supports to include opioid stewardship funds, amending an agreement with Rise Housing
and Support Services, Inc., and amending the 2026 county budget in relation thereto.
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BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: The budget will be amended to accept these funds and
authorize the related expenses.
This additional funding in the amount of $522,687 will be passed through to Rise Housing and
Support Services for residential housing treatment and reintegration programs.

e Accepting additional funding from the New York State Office of Addiction Services

and Supports to include opioid settlement funds, amending an agreement with

the Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention Council

of Saratoga County, Inc., and Amending the 2026 county budget in relation thereto.

BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: The budget will be amended to accept these funds and

authorize the related expenses.
This additional funding in the amount of $276,446 will be passed through to the Prevention
Council of Saratoga, Inc. for peer-driven and peer-delivered services to families and individuals
impacted by addiction.

e Renewing an agreement with Saratoga Hospital, Inc., Corporate Health Services for
physical examinations and laboratory testing services.
BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact. Funds are included in the
department budget.
This agreement in the amount of $40,000 from January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026, will
provide services in accordance with the county’s policies and Federal CDL regulations.

e Adopting a revised fee schedule for Saratoga County Department of Health Environmental
Health programs and services.
BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact. Funds are included in the
department budget.
This item will allow for the adoption of the updated fee schedule for the Environmental Health
programs and services.

e Correcting 2026 tax bills in the Town of Edinburg.
BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact.
This resolution will authorize the correction of certain school tax bills in the town of Edinburg.

e Authorizing a license agreement with Mid Rise Preservation LLC and 180 Main Street N
Housing Development Fund Company, Inc. for maintenance, upgrading and protection of
emergency telecommunications equipment in the City of Mechanicville, and amending the
2026 County budget in relation thereto.

BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: The budget will be amended to authorize these
expenses and decrease fund balance by $1,800.
This agreement will authorize the ongoing maintenance and additional placement of County 911
communications equipment in the City of Mechanicville.

e Authorizing an agreement with Atlantic Testing Laboratories, Limited for work related to
the Saratoga County Fire Training Center project.
BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact. Funds are included in the
department budget.
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The agreement in the amount of $20,000 will provide engineering analysis regarding soil and
groundwater conditions and preparation of a geotechnical report associated with the construction
of the new Fire Training Center.

e Introducing a proposed Local Law identified as Introductory No. 1, Print No. 1 of
2026 entitled “Amending Local Law No. 1 of 1967, as last amended by Local Law No. 4
of 2022, to increase the allowable income and grant partial real property tax exemptions to
persons 65 years of age or over” and setting a date for a public hearing thereon.

BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact.
This item will set a public hearing to take comment on proposed income level and exemption
percentage increases to help reduce low-income senior’s property tax burden. This follows a recent
change in state law allowing for these increased exemption rates at the local level. The income
threshold rate will be raised to $35,000, and the exemption rate will rise to 65% for qualifying
seniors. This means that over the past three years, the Board of Supervisors will have increased
the qualifying income level by 75% and increased the maximum exemption percentage by 30%.
The public hearing will be held on Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 4:30 pm. Discussion ensued.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Supervisor Grasso, seconded by Supervisor Butler, to enter into
Executive Session for the purpose of discussions regarding proposed, pending or current
litigation.

A motion was made by Supervisor Butler, seconded by Supervisor Grasso, to return to
regular session.

Chairman Murray reported that no action took place in Executive Session

A motion was made by Supervisor Grasso, seconded by Supervisor Butler, to add the
following resolutions to the agenda unanimously.

e Authorizing the County Attorney to respond to a declaratory judgment action and, if
deemed appropriate, seek relief relating to alleged improper installation of the county jail
roof.

BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact.

A motion was made by Supervisor Tollisen, seconded by Supervisor Grasso, to approve the
aforementioned agenda items unanimously.

e Authorizing the County Attorney to respond to a declaratory judgment action and, if
deemed appropriate, seek relief relating to alleged improper installation of the county jail
roof.
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BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact.

Mr. Bulger provided a brief presentation on how Saratoga County compares with other New York
counties on key metrics including spending, local tax rates and numbers of county employees.

On a motion made by Supervisor Grasso, seconded by Supervisor Butler, the Board Meeting
Agenda for January 20, 2026 was approved unanimously.

On a motion made by Supervisor Grasso, seconded by Supervisor Ball, the meeting was
adjourned unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Bridget M. Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board
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