


 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Trails and Open Space Committee Members 
 
CC: County Administrator’s Office 
 County Attorney’s Office 
 Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM: Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development 
 
DATE: January 28, 2026 
 
RE: February 2026 Trails and Open Space Meeting 

 
 
Open Space Reserve Fund Transfer 
 
A Town of Wilton/Greenfield 2021 Farmland/Open Space Grant award for Klepetar project is ready for 
reimbursement.   This was approved via Resolution 282-2021 and amended via Resolution 307-2025.  The project 
was closed on by Saratoga PLAN in December, and the Town of Wilton is taking the lead on the reimbursement 
for the project.   The project has been approved by the county auditor, and a transfer must be made from the 
Open Space Reserve Fund (A-0888.OS) in the amount of $95,000 to the Farmland and Open Space Protection 
Account (A.80.7091.9) to facilitate reimbursement. 

 
 
2025-2026 Agricultural District Inclusions 
 
Pursuant to Agriculture and Markets Law 25-AA §303-b (AML 25-AA §303-b), Saratoga County held its required 
30-day annual review period between October 1 and October 31, 2025. During this time, landowners may submit 
a request for inclusion of viable agricultural lands within a certified agricultural district. The purpose of this 
procedure is to provide agricultural landowners with an opportunity to add land to an existing agricultural district 
on an annual basis, outside of the review periods established in AML 303-a. 
 
During the 2025 annual review, Saratoga County received petitions from four (4) landowners seeking inclusion 
of five (5) parcels in either Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District #1 or #2.   The Saratoga County 
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board reviewed each petition at their meeting held on December 9, 2025 
and has recommended to the Saratoga County Board of Supervisors that all of these petitions be approved to 
be added into their respective Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District.  The Board of Supervisors is 
required to hold a public hearing on the proposed amendments and adopt a formal resolution amending the 
boundaries of the  agricultural district per AML 25-AA §303-b. 
 



At the February Trails and Open Space Committee meeting, a request will be made for the Board of Supervisors 
to set a public hearing for March 11, 2025 (March Law and Finance Meeting) .   If no public comment is received, 
the petitions will be formally approved by the Board on March 18, 2025. 
 
The following is a description of the petitions received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors during the 30-
day review period in the month of October 2025. Each of these parcels have been recommended for inclusion 
into Agricultural District #1 and #2. Attached to this document, please find the report from the Agricultural and 
Farmland Protection Board. 
 
Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District #1 
 

The Oates LLC, Walt & Michelle Borisenok (Old Tavern Farm), Town of Saratoga, Tax Parcel #193.-1-17 
(a.k.a. Lot 32 Cedar Bluff Subdivision), 64.05 ± acres located on Cedar Bluff Road/County Road 71.  This 
property is dedicated to the growing of Marquette grapes used in wine production, the production of 
cut flowers, seeds and bulbs used for various flower products both retail and wholesale and contains 
horse pastures for Old Tavern Farm thoroughbred breeding farm, within the boundaries of Saratoga 
County’s Consolidated Agricultural District #1. 
 

Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District #2: 
 
Jennifer Vanderminden, Town of Greenfield, 9.19 ± acres, Tax Parcel #: 124.-1-14.1, located on Plank 
Road.  This parcel is dedicated land used for the growing vegetables and tree fruit along with raising 
chickens with goals of increasing the vegetable and fruit production and raising livestock with the 
placement of outbuildings of the land within the boundaries of Saratoga County’s Consolidated 
Agricultural District #2. 
 
Jenny & Dianne Petronis, Town of Malta, Tax Parcel # 217.6-6-4, 1.19 ± acres, located on Van Arenem 
Road. This property is dedicated to an apiary with producing honey and maintaining nucs and queens, 
growing vegetable and flower gardens and fruit trees with aspirations of protecting the bee keeping 
activities and promoting sustainability and self-sufficiency while practicing stewardship of agricultural 
and natural resources within the boundaries of Saratoga County’s Consolidated Agricultural District #2. 
 
Suzanne Preville, Town of Clifton Park, Tax Parcel #’s: 258.-1-38.11 & 258.-1-38.12, 21.01 ± acres & 25.82 
± acres respectfully, located on Hubbs  Road. These properties are dedicated to a horse boarding farm 
with barns and paddocks with aspirations to preserve the rural lands and continue the right to farm 
within the boundaries of Saratoga County’s Consolidated Agricultural District #2;  
 

Recommended a total of 64.05-acres to be included in Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District #1 and 
a total of 57.21-acres to be included in Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District #2. 
 
 

 

 

 



County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates    

• There are currently 8 pending Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects, including the three 2025 
awards, one 2024 award, two from 2023 and two from 2021.  in December of 2025, a 2023 Open Space 
Project for the Town of Greenfield, and a 2024 Farmland Protection project for the Town of Stillwater 
was closed.   A 2021 project for the Town of Greenfield/Wilton has closed and the fund transfer from 
the reserve account has been requested.   

• Currently, there are 25 pending Trail Projects being administered by the Planning Department.  Of the 
25 projects,  14 are 2025, 7 are 2024, 1 is a  2023 award, one is 2022, one is 2021 and one is 2020.  In 
December 2025, the 2023 trail grant for the Town of Edinburg and the Town of Halfmoon were closed.  
In addition, in December, the 2024 trail grant to the Village of South Glens Falls was closed.  

• Supervisor Grasso and Jason Kemper have been attending regular meetings of the Graphite Range 
Community Forest Advisory Committee.  Trail usage, signage, maintenance, and event policies have all 
been discussed.    

•  The large snowmobile trail connector project in the Towns of Edinburg and Providence had its grand 
opening on Saturday Dec 27th.  There was a large crowd in attendance and the grand opening media 
attention and a large following on social media.    
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