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Trails & Open Space Committee  
Tuesday, February 3, 2026  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   

 
 

 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Present:  Chairman Joe Grasso; Committee Members Dave Ball, Michael Gyarmathy, Ram 
Lalukota, Scott Ostrander, Minita Sanghvi  
Absent: Ed Kinowski 
Supervisors Sarah Burger, Susan Wemple; Ridge Harris, Audra Hedden, Stephanie Hodgson, 
Christine Rush, Anne Van Vorst, County Administrator; George Conway, Petra Holden, County 
Attorney; Jason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development; Rob Davis, Tori Roberts, Saratoga 
PLAN, Joe Keneally, Town of Wilton. 
 
 
Chairman Grasso called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.   
 
Chairman Grasso announced the appointment of Supervisor Gyarmathy as committee vice chair. 
 
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Ostrander, seconded by Supervisor Sanghvi, the minutes 
of the December 3, 2025 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
  
A motion was made by Supervisor Sanghvi, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, to authorize 
the transfer of funds from the Open Space Reserve and amending the 2026 County budget 
in relation thereto.  Unanimous. 
This will reimburse a 2021 Open Space project in the Town of Wilton in the amount of $95,000. 
Discussion ensued.  
 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Ball, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, to set a public 
hearing on proposed amendments to the boundaries of Saratoga County Consolidated 
Agricultural Districts #1 and #2.  Unanimous. 
Mr. Kemper gave a brief history of the Agricultural Districts and the process for adding and 
removing properties. The public hearing will be set for Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 4:30pm. 
Discussion ensued.  
 
 
Mr. Kemper provided an update on the Farmland Protection and Open Space Grant Program.  
$375,000 is the budgeted amount for 2026. Copies of the application forms for 2025 Farmland 
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Protection and Open space Grant, and 2025 Trails Grant were distributed. Mr. Kemper provided 
an update on pending trail projects. Discussion ensued.  
Mr. Kemper reported that he and Supervisor Grasso attend regular meetings of the Graphite Range 
Community Forest Advisory Committee and gave a brief overview of County forestland.  
Mr. Kemper reported that the Planning & Economic Development Department administers the 
Snowmobile Trail grant program, and gave a brief overview of the program. Copies of the Saratoga 
County Snowmobile Trails maps were distributed. Discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Rob Davies, Executive Director of Saratoga PLAN gave a presentation on the activities of 
Saratoga PLAN.  Discussion ensued. A copy of the presentation is attached to these minutes.  
 
Next month Bill Herman Chair of the County wide Trails Committee will be presenting to the 
Committee.   
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Sanghvi, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the meeting 
was adjourned unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Therese M. Connolly, Clerk of the Board 
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