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Airport Improvement Committee  
Wednesday, March 4, 2026  2:00PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   

 
 

 
 

Minutes 
 
Present:  Chairman Philip Barrett; Committee Members Ed Kinowski, Ram Lalukota, Ian Murray, 
Scott Ostrander  
Steve Bulger, Stephanie Hodgson, Audra Hedden, Christine Rush, Anne Van Vorst, County 
Administrator; Chad Cooke, Public Works.  
 
 
Chairman Barrett called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.   
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Murray, seconded by Supervisor Kinowski, the minutes of 
the February 4, 2026 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Cooke reported that the next three grants are similar.  In 2025 the FAA portion of the grants 
were accepted, the next three items are accepting the New York State DOT Grants matches.  
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Murray, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, to accept a 
NYSDOT Grant match (PIN 1902.60) for a Federal 2025 Airport Improvement Program 
Grant.  Unanimous. 
The amount for this grant is $7,422 and is for work related to the terminal project that is already 
completed.   
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Ostrander, seconded by Supervisor Kinowski, to accept 
a NYSDOT Grant match (PIN 1902.61) for a Federal 2025 Airport Improvement Program 
Grant.  Unanimous. 
This grant amount is $4,325 and is for an obstruction study at the Airport.  
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Murray, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, to accept a 
NYSDOT Grant match (PIN 1902.62) for a Federal 2025 Airport Improvement Program 
Grant.  Unanimous. 
This grant amount is $5,835, and is for the design of rehabilitation of the main runway. 
 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Lalukota, seconded by Supervisor Kinowski, to amend 
an agreement with McFarland Johnson for professional services associated with monitoring 
of the Karner Blue Butterfly and Frosted Elfin Butterfly habitats in the Towns of Wilton and 
Northumberland and amending the 2026 County budget in relation thereto.  Unanimous. 
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Mr. Cooke gave a brief overview of the history of the butterfly habitats.  This amendment to the 
contract with McFarland Johnson is approximately $185K and will be covered by grant revenue.  
Discussion ensued.  Discussion also took place regarding the restaurant at the Airport. The 
restaurant is scheduled for May 1st opening.   
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Murray, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the meeting 
was adjourned unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Therese M. Connolly, Clerk of the Board 
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