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Public Hearing  
Wednesday, March 11, 2026  4:35PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   

 
 

 
 

 
Minutes 

 
 
Attendance was taken. PRESENT – Robert Anderson, James D. Arnold, Philip C. Barrett, Sarah 
J. Burger, C. Eric Butler, Jesse Fish, Joseph Grasso, Michael Gyarmathy, Ian Murray, Scott 
Ostrander, Willard H. Peck, Minita Sanghvi, Kevin Tollisen, Cynthia Young. 
 
Chairman Barrett called the public hearing on a proposed Local Law identified as Introductory 
No. 2, Print No. 1 of 2026 entitled a Local Law Establishing Saratoga County’s Short Term Rental 
Unit Registry and Imposing the County’s Occupancy Tax Upon Short Term Rental Units Located 
within the County to order at 4:35pm. 

 
Chairman Barrett asked the Clerk to read the notice of public hearing. 
 
Chairman Barrett asked if there were any requests to speak.  
 
Daniel Galvin, 31 Ichabod Lane, Ballston Spa, NY 
I guess really it just comes down to how much do I as a resident of the State of New York, the 
County of Saratoga feel like paying in tax. The State of New York itself is the highest tax state in 
the country, between 12 and 13%. Saratoga County is one of the lowest in the state, which is great, 
but at the end of the day, our property taxes continue to increase. Again at the end of the day, that's 
all based off of, you know, the housing market and whatnot, but I can safely say, bought my house 
six years ago, and it has steadily increased in tax every single year. Yes, the tax levy stays low, but 
the property tax goes up because it's off of my appraised value. Okay. At the end of the day, I just 
don't want to be taxed at every single turn right? If I want to add an addition to my house, I have 
to go to the Town and go to the Planning Board and ask permission from somebody to do 
something in my property. I then have to pay fees to have a building permit. I have to pay fees to 
have it inspected, right, all on my property. I like to say my property, because I like to think that it 
is, but at the end of the day, if I continue to pay property tax each and every day, each and every 
year, is it really my property? Right? There's a right of way. So the property that I think I own and 
the lawn that I maintain just last year, Verizon can come right through the front of my property 
and rip that up and install fiber optic right. So again, taxes continue to increase at every turn. The 
State of New York itself already imposes a 4% tax on on short term rentals. You're talking about 
imposing another tax on things that I do in my home if I wish to rent my house for a short term. 
Why is that any of your business? And why do you get a piece of it? I can say that at the end of 
the day, the vast majority of people that I know in the City of Saratoga, springs, Milton, Malta, 
right? We rent our homes to have additional income because the tax burden is so high in the state. 
So now you want to come in and take another piece of income that we're making that at the end of 
the day is really just trying to help us make ends meet. Because again, we're the highest tax state 
in the nation, above California, above Hawaii, above Vermont, all of them New York State. You 
know, most people that rent their homes aren't living on North Broadway in Saratoga Springs. 
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They're not multi-million dollar homes bringing in vast revenues that would really make a 
difference in the tax that you're going to receive right? At the again, at the end of the day, why 
should I have to take all the responsibility, all the liability, all the risk in renting my home, and 
then have to give you money for it, and then we can also get into I'll end this. Most of the people 
that come here from out of state, whether it's for the track, whether it's for SPAC, whether it's for 
those things, are trying to find the cheapest place to stay. The hotels are extremely expensive. So 
what do they do? They go to Airbnb or VRBO. Those have already raised their rates because of 
the tax that the state implements. Now, if we raise or implement a tax, that goes up again. So at 
the end of the day, if they want to come see Dave Matthews at SPAC. Maybe I'll wait until he's in 
Massachusetts. Maybe I'll wait until he's in Jersey. We're just going to end up pushing people 
away. And the vast revenue that we make in the summer from those rentals and those people 
coming here will lose. Look at all the people that are just moving out of New York State because 
it's too expensive. How are we going to get people to come here to visit through tourism and spend 
their money if we're already taxing the people that live here that give them a short term rental to 
stay? Thanks for letting me speak. 
 
Chairman Barrett asked if there were any written comments were received.  
 
Mrs. Connolly said there were none. 
 
Chairman Barrett closed the public hearing at 4:41pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Therese M. Connolly, Clerk of the Board 
 


