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Trails & Open Space Committee  
Tuesday, March 3, 2026  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   

 
 

 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Present:  Chairman Joe Grasso; Committee Members Dave Ball, Michael Gyarmathy, Ed 
Kinowski, Ram Lalukota, Scott Ostrander, Minita Sanghvi  
Supervisor Murray; Steve Bulger, Ridge Harris, Audra Hedden, Renee Law, Christine Rush, 
County Administrator; George Conway, County Attorney; Jason Kemper, Kim Lambert, Planning; 
Bill Herman, Saratoga PLAN. 
 
Chairman Grasso called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.   
 
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Lalukota, seconded by Supervisor Gyarmathy, the minutes 
of the February 3, 2026 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
   
A motion was made by Supervisor Sanghvi, seconded by Supervisor Kinowski, to authorize 
the transfer of funds from the Trails reserve and amending the 2026 County budget in 
relation thereto.  Unanimous. 
The total transfer will be $12,500.  
 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Ostrander, seconded by Supervisor Kinowski, to accept 
additional funding of a Snowmobile Trail Grant-in-aid Program Grant from the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation and amending the 2026 County 
budget in relation thereto.  Unanimous. 
The grant amount will be increased from $85,000 to $89,532, plus 10% in administration costs.  
 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Ball, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, to approve 
amendments to the boundaries of Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural Districts #1 
and #2 and authorizing issuance of a negative declaration under SEQRA.  Unanimous. 
Mr. Kemper reported on the Agricultural District Inclusion process.  The SBL on the larger parcel 
in the Town of Saratoga changed on March 1, 2026, and the final adopting resolution will be 
corrected.   
 
 
Mr. Kemper provided an update on current Open Space and Trails projects.   
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On a motion made by Supervisor Ball, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the committee 
approved the Trails grant application.  Unanimous. 
The total funding amount available for these grants will be $80,000.  A 25% match will be required 
by the Towns.  The deadline for applications is June 18, 2026, with a project completion date of 
December 2027.  Discussion ensued.   
 
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Lalukota, seconded by Supervisor Kinowski, the committee 
approved the Open Space grant application.  Unanimous. 
The total funding available for these grants will be $450,000.  The deadline for application is June 
18, 2026.  Discussion ensued.   
 
 
Mr. Kemper reported that, to streamline the reimbursement process, a resolution is being proposed 
to the Law and Finance Committee regarding previously approved Farmland and Open Space, 
Trails, and Economic Development grants. The proposed change would eliminate the need for a 
second round of Committee and Board approvals to transfer approved grant funds from the reserve 
account for reimbursement. 
 
 
Mr. Herman from the Saratoga PLAN Countywide Trails Committee provided an overview of the 
2025 Countywide Trails Committee Annual Report, a copy of which is attached. 
 
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Ball, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the meeting was 
adjourned unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bridget M. Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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