
Saratoga County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Planning Room 50 West High Street Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 02/18/26 

 
In Attendance:   
District Directors:          District Staff:          
Janet Bartow - Vice Chairman   Lewis, Dustin – District Manager 
Jennifer Koval – At Large Farmer   Kaitlyn Bemis– Office Manager   
Victoria Garlanda – At Large   Dan Palemire – Field Technician     

 JD Arnold – Legislator    Scott Monica – Senior Field Technician 
Steve Ropitzky – Chairman 
Jay Matthews – At Large Farmer 

 
Regrets: Ian Murray – Legislator 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:01 pm by Chairman Ropitzky. 
 

1. Minutes of January 2026 Meeting: Motion to approve by Arnold, seconded by Bartow, carried unanimously. 
2. January 2026 Financial Reports: 

a. Income & Expense Report, Budget vs Actual Report and Vouchers:  
b. Motion to approve made by Matthews, seconded by Koval, carried unanimously. 

3. Field Report:  Attachment A 
4. Cooperating Agency Reports: 

a. NRCS: No Report.  
b. FSA: No Report. 
c. CDEA: Lewis reported that CDEA and state committee recently had a meeting. 
d. NYSSWCC: Monthly report distributed via email from Luskin. There has been some interest in the new AgNPS Rnd 

31 RFP. 
e. NYACD: Saratoga SWCD did not attend legislative days; other districts reported a decrease in meetings scheduled 

for the event.  
f. CCE: Koval reported on organizing a “Livestock Heat-stress webinar” at the end of next month, she has been in 

contact with a livestock specialist about presenting at this statewide event. Master Gardener Training has begun; they 
have also organized the opening of new seed libraries around the county to distribute donated vegetable seeds to the 
public. There are positions open in Cornell with both Prism and 4-H Livestock Education. 

5. Old Business: 
a. Water Quality Coordinating Committee: Lewis reported on a recent meeting. Attachment B 
b. Grants: Staff reported on the following: 

a. Agricultural Environmental Management – Palemire is working with farms to gather new applications. 
b. Septic System – Lewis reported that there is continued interest in this program.  
c. Roadside Assistance Grant – No Report. 
d. NYACD Cover Crop – more information will be available by the end of the week about the new federal 

requirements.   
e. WQIP Charlton – Waiting on paperwork. 
f. CRF Round 8 – No movement until spring. 

g. ENMP CAFO – Waiting on paperwork. 
h. WQIP Wilton – Waiting on contract.   

c. T&S 2026: Bemis reported that the sale is live, and brochures will be distributed around the Saratoga region. 
Distribution day will be April 17th.  

d. Envirothon 2026: Planning for the event is ongoing. It will be held in Saratoga State Park on May 6th. 
6. New Business:  

a. County Contract: Ropitzky and Bemis will review and sign the contract for submittal. Motion to approve the County 
Contract for 2026 made by Bartow, seconded by Garlanda, carried unanimously. 

b. .gov email: Lewis reported that the email transfer is ready to be completed. Motion to approve the set up cost to 
update to district staff emails to .gov addresses for up to $500 with an additional $28 per month for Google Workplace 
made by Garlanda, Seconded Bartow, carried unanimously.  

7. Other Business:  
a. Strategic Plan: Lewis reported that there is a survey ready for the committee to review before distribution.  

8. Correspondence: No Correspondence 
9. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 18th, 2026, at 3:00 pm. Meeting 

adjourned by Chairman at 3:49 pm. Motion by Bartow, Seconded by Garlanda. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted:             
                                             Kaitlyn HJ Bemis, Secretary         Steve Ropitzky – Chairman 

 
 
**All financial records located at the Saratoga County SWCD office are available on request. ** 
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ATTACHMENT A:  
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ATTACHMENT B: 

 


