
Saratoga County Soil & Water Conservation District 
50 West High St. Ballston Spa, NY 12020 – Planning Room 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 03/18/2026 
 

In Attendance:   
District Directors:          District Staff:          
JD Arnold – Legislator    Lewis, Dustin – District Manager 
Victoria Garlanda – At Large   Bemis, Kaitlyn – Office Manager  
Janet Bartow – Vice Chair    Dan Palemire – Field Technician  
Steven Ropitzky –Chairman 

  
   

        
        

Regrets: Jennifer Koval – At large farmer, Ian Murray– Legislator, Jay Matthews – At Large 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:05 pm by Chairman Ropitzky. 
 

1. Minutes of February 2026 Meeting: Motion to approve by Arnold, seconded by Bartow, carried unanimously. 
2. February 2026 Financial Reports 

a. Income Report, Expense Report, Budget vs Actual Report and Vouchers: Motion to approve made by Arnold, 
seconded by Garlanda, carried unanimously. 

3. Agricultural Environmental Management – Round 19 - a Motion to approve the list of projects presented made by Arnold, 
seconded by Bartow, carried unanimously. (Attachment A)   
 

4. New Business: 
a. Summer Intern: Lewis reported preparing to hire a summer intern. Motion to approve the hiring of an intern for 10 

weeks, 35 hours a week at the rate of $20 per hour made by Garlanda seconded by Arnold, carried unanimously.  
b. Resolution to participate in NYS Ag Nonpoint grant application. Motion to approve the resolution made by Garlanda, 

seconded by Arnold, carried unanimously. (Attachment B) 
Arnold left the meeting. 

5. Field Report: (Attachment C)   
6. Cooperating Agency Reports: 

a. NRCS: No Report. The District staff members plan to attend their upcoming local working group.  
b. FSA: No Report. 
c. NYSCDEA: A budget was passed to hire a lobbyist  
d. NYSSWCC: Luskin reported on upcoming funding opportunities, an award open for applicants and the next 

scheduled state committee meeting. They have also officially reached the state black out period. Lewis requested 
scheduling a board member training course be scheduled soon.  

e. NYACD: A recap of Legislative Days was distributed.  
f. CCE: No report. There is a county-wide seed library being set up, more information about locations is available on 

the local CCE website.  
7. Old Business: 

a. Water Quality Coordinating Committee: No meeting this month. 
b. Grants: Staff reported on the following: 

i. Septic Grants – there is continued interest in applying for the grant. The staff is planning to make information 
available to septic installers by holding a local meeting.   

ii. Roadside Erosion – No Report.  
iii. NYACD Cover Crop – Lewis reported that applications are due in the fall and that he is waiting for more 

information about the process of signing up.  
iv. WQIP Charlton – Lewis reported waiting on paperwork from the Town of Charlton.  
v. CRF Round 8 – Lewis reported that the project is ongoing, more cover crop is expected to be planted in the 

fall.  
vi.  CAFO ENMP – Lewis reported the farm planner needs to provide paperwork and complete installation.  
vii. WQIP Wilton – Lewis reported that the district is waiting for the contract from DEC.  

 
c. T&S 2026: The Tree & Shrub Sale is still open for orders, pre-orders will conclude on March 31st, 2026. Distribution 

day is scheduled for April 17th from 8 AM to NOON.  
d. Envirothon 2026: There have been signups from local high schools, the event is expected to be well attended. May 

6th is the day of the event.   
e. Tire Collection Spring 2026: Lewis reported reviewing the location of Malta again with a tentative date of June 2nd.  

8. Other Business: None.  
9. Correspondence: None. 
10. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15th, 2026, at 3:00pm. Motion 

for meeting adjournment by Garlanda, Seconded by Bartow at 3:48 PM.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted:             
                                             Kaitlyn H.J. Bemis, Secretary         Steve Ropitzky – Chairman 
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ATTACHMENT A: 
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ATTACHMENT B: 
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ATTACHMENT C: 

 
 
 
    


