
Saratoga County Soil & Water Conservation District 
50 West High Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 04/15/2026 
 

In Attendance:   
District Directors:          District Staff:          
Victoria Garlanda – At Large   Lewis, Dustin – District Manager 
Jennifer Koval - At Large Farmer  Bemis, Kaitlyn – Office Manager    
Janet Bartow – Grange   Scott Monica – Technician 
Steven Ropitzky –Chairman   Dan Palemire - Technician  
Jay Matthews – At Large Farmer    
Regrets:      Outside Agencies: 
Ian Murray- Legislator   Sherri Slator - NYACD  
JD Arnold- Legislator    
         

 
Meeting called to order at 3:00 PM by Steven Ropitzky –Chairman 
 

1. Minutes of March 2026 Meeting: Motion to approve by Bartow seconded by Garlanda, carried unanimously. 
2. March 2026 Financial Reports:   

a. Income Report, Expense Report, Budget vs Actual Report and Vouchers - Motion to approve made by Matthews, seconded by 
Koval, carried unanimously. 

3. Field Report: (Attachment A) 
4. Cooperating Agency Reports:        

a. NRCS: No Report. 
b. FSA: No Report. 
c. CDEA: Lewis reported that NYSCDEA is looking into hiring a lobbyist, the NYS Envirothon is scheduled for May 27th to May 28th. 
d. NYSSWCC: A monthly report was received via email. The local Managers Meeting will be in Warrensburg on June 11th, 2026. Lewis 

encouraged the board to consider attending to help meet the Part C requirements for the year.   
e. NYACD: Slator reported on Legislative Days and the National Fly In. There was a committee formed to review NYACD Bylaws, 

Slator is involved and expects to share news of the changes soon. She encouraged the board to consider becoming a 
representative with NYACD and attend meetings.  

f. CCE: Koval reported on the County-wide seed library. There is collaboration between Pitney Meadows and CCE to host local school 
field trips as well as the environmental field days at the 4H Training Center. The shooting sports fundraiser is being held over the 
weekend.  

5. Old Business: 
a. Water Quality Coordinating Committee: Lewis reported on (Attachment B)  
b. Grants: Staff reported on the following 

Matthews left the meeting. 
i. Agricultural Environmental Management – Motion on resolution made by Garlanda, seconded by Bartow. Carried 

Unanimously. 
Matthews returned to the meeting. 

ii. Septic – Lewis reported that there was one eligible sign up on going. (Attachment C) 
iii. Roadside Erosion – Wrapped up by the end of May. 
iv. NYACD Cover Crop – Waiting for sign-ups to begin in the fall.  
v. WQIP Charlton – Waiting on paperwork from Charlton. 
vi. CRF Round 8 – Ongoing, more cover crop to be planted in the fall. 

vii. CAFO ENMP – The farm received all the equipment and is putting together the system. Lewis expects to receive the 
financial paperwork shortly.  

viii. WQIP Wilton – Lewis reported that the project is on hold until Spring 2027. 
c. T&S 2026:   Distribution Day is 04/17/26, all pre-orders are ready and there will be a day of sale held for those who haven’t ordered.  
d. Envirothon 2026: Bemis reported that there was a total of 6 teams signed up for the event. May 6th at the Orenda Pavilion in 

Saratoga State Park. Koval, Bartow and Ropitzky will attend as volunteers. 
e. Tire Collection 2026: The event will be held on June 2nd in the Town of Malta.   
f. Fish Stocking 2026: Ordering was closed today to be submitted to the hatchery. The pick-up day will be April 30th, 2026, at the 

training center.  
 

6. New Business: 
a. No-Till Replacement: Motion to approve the purchase of a new no-till up to $48,000.00 made by Bartow, Seconded by Koval. 

Carried Unanimously.  
b. Truck Repair & Transfer of Funds: Motion to amend the budget and move $3,000.00 from Part C Project Materials to Repairs to 

Truck & Field Equipment made by Garlanda, Seconded by Matthews. Carried Unanimously. 
7. Other Business:  

a. Survey: Lewis reported that the modified survey is available to post online as soon as he receives the clearance from the board. 
8. Correspondence:  

a. Saratoga Plan: Requests the donation of wildflower seed packets for a local event. 
b. NYACD Report 

9. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20th, 2026, at 3:00pm. Meeting adjourned by 
Chairman at 4:06 PM. Motion made by Bartow, Seconded by Garlanda. 

   

 
Respectfully submitted:            
                                            Kaitlyn H.J. Bemis, Secretary         Steve Ropitzky – Chairman 
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ATTACHMENT A: 
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ATTACHMENT B: 
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ATTACHMENT B (Continued): 
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ATTACHMENT C : 
 

 
 
 
 


