Saratoga County Soil & Water Conservation District
50 West High Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020
Minutes of Regular Meeting 04/15/2026

In Attendance:

District Directors: District Staff:

Victoria Garlanda — At Large Lewis, Dustin — District Manager
Jennifer Koval - At Large Farmer Bemis, Kaitlyn — Office Manager
Janet Bartow — Grange Scott Monica — Technician
Steven Ropitzky —Chairman Dan Palemire - Technician

Jay Matthews — At Large Farmer

Regrets: Outside Agencies:

lan Murray- Legislator Sherri Slator - NYACD

JD Arnold- Legislator

Meeting called to order at 3:00 PM by Steven Ropitzky —Chairman

1. Minutes of March 2026 Meeting: Motion to approve by Bartow seconded by Garlanda, carried unanimously.
March 2026 Financial Reports:

a. Income Report, Expense Report, Budget vs Actual Report and Vouchers - Motion to approve made by Matthews, seconded by

Koval, carried unanimously.
Field Report: (Attachment A)
Cooperating Agency Reports:

a. NRCS: No Report.

b. FSA: No Report.

c. CDEA: Lewis reported that NYSCDEA is looking into hiring a lobbyist, the NYS Envirothon is scheduled for May 27" to May 28'™.

d. NYSSWCC: A monthly report was received via email. The local Managers Meeting will be in Warrensburg on June 11", 2026. Lewis
encouraged the board to consider attending to help meet the Part C requirements for the year.

e. NYACD: Slator reported on Legislative Days and the National Fly In. There was a committee formed to review NYACD Bylaws,
Slator is involved and expects to share news of the changes soon. She encouraged the board to consider becoming a
representative with NYACD and attend meetings.

f.  CCE: Koval reported on the County-wide seed library. There is collaboration between Pitney Meadows and CCE to host local school
field trips as well as the environmental field days at the 4H Training Center. The shooting sports fundraiser is being held over the
weekend.

5. Old Business:
a. Water Quality Coordinating Committee: Lewis reported on (Attachment B)
b.  Grants: Staff reported on the following
Matthews left the meeting.
i. Agricultural Environmental Management — Motion on resolution made by Garlanda, seconded by Bartow. Carried
Unanimously.
Matthews returned to the meeting.
ii. Septic — Lewis reported that there was one eligible sign up on going. (Attachment C)
iii. Roadside Erosion — Wrapped up by the end of May.
iv. NYACD Cover Crop — Waiting for sign-ups to begin in the fall.
v.  WQIP Charlton — Waiting on paperwork from Charlton.
vi. CRF Round 8 — Ongoing, more cover crop to be planted in the fall.
vii. CAFO ENMP - The farm received all the equipment and is putting together the system. Lewis expects to receive the
financial paperwork shortly.
viii. WQIP Wilton — Lewis reported that the project is on hold until Spring 2027.
c. T&S 2026: Distribution Day is 04/17/26, all pre-orders are ready and there will be a day of sale held for those who haven't ordered.
d. Envirothon 2026: Bemis reported that there was a total of 6 teams signed up for the event. May 6" at the Orenda Pavilion in
Saratoga State Park. Koval, Bartow and Ropitzky will attend as volunteers.
Tire Collection 2026: The event will be held on June 2™ in the Town of Malta.
Fish Stocking 2026: Ordering was closed today to be submitted to the hatchery. The pick-up day will be April 30", 2026, at the
training center.

pow

o

6. New Business:
a. No-Till Replacement: Motion to approve the purchase of a new no-till up to $48,000.00 made by Bartow, Seconded by Koval.
Carried Unanimously.
b. Truck Repair & Transfer of Funds: Motion to amend the budget and move $3,000.00 from Part C Project Materials to Repairs to
Truck & Field Equipment made by Garlanda, Seconded by Matthews. Carried Unanimously.
7. Other Business:
a. Survey: Lewis reported that the modified survey is available to post online as soon as he receives the clearance from the board.
8. Correspondence:
a. Saratoga Plan: Requests the donation of wildflower seed packets for a local event.
b. NYACD Report
9. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20", 2026, at 3:00pm. Meeting adjourned by
Chairman at 4:06 PM. Motion made by Bartow, Seconded by Garlanda.

Respectfully submitted:

Kaitlyn H.J. Bemis, Secretary Steve Ropitzky — Chairman



ATTACHMENT A:

April 2026 Field Report

5 ag assessments (County wide)

¢ collected tree and shrub brochures (County wide)

e Tree and shrub prep for sale (4H training Center)

e Tire recycling June 224 Malta (Malta)

e Hydro seeder repairs/prep for season (Barn)

e No-Till repairs/prep for season (Barn)

e HWA invasives meeting Great Sacandaga Lake (Northville)

e Ballston Lake Water Level Gauge Install (Malta)

¢ 3 Pollinator site visits (Greenfield, Saratoga Springs, Burnt
Hills)

e 4 hr Training (Ballston Spa)

e Envirothon Meeting (Cortland)

AEM round 19

¢ Round -19 Resolution revisions
e New No-till Seeder Bids/Quotes
¢ AEM- Round -18 closeout finalized

e Check to Saratoga Springs Farm for round -18 project




ATTACHMENT B:

Saratoga County Soil and Water Conservation District
Water Quality Coordinating Committes
Zoom
50 West High Street, Ballston Spa, Mew York 12020
DRAFT Minutes of Zonom Meeting 47/9/26

Attending:

Dustin Lewis Saratoga SWCD
Blue Nails Sarstoga Stormmaaber
Diarve Pliaroe

Dian Buckley

Dean Long

Christira Connally

Barb Thomas

Mancy Bellanmy

Reprata:

The meeting was called to order by_ _ at _4:41_ PM.

Minutes: & motion was mads to approve the October minutes by _Dan_, seconded by Barh_, carried unanimously.
Comespondence: None

Financial Report:

Mo Change

Agency Report:

Dustin
+  Tree and shrub day of sake is next Friday
‘Working with DEC and PRISM to freat water chestnuf in the Cowe
HWA has been identified in Sacandaga area and the District will be working with others to monitor
Se=king funding for Ag nonpaint grants in Saratoga and Morthumberand
Tire Collection will b= held in Maita on June 2™
Fich zakz is live, pick up is April 30°
Envirothon will take place May 6 at Spa State Park, 8 teams are registared
Had to postpone the installation of the water level gawge on East line rd. due to floeding
Will b= holding a 4. howr class for the regional BOCES this spring
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Waterbody Updates:
+  Baliston Lake:
Nancy reported:
A representative from the BlygRimg, Society came to present and she will provide information for distibution at the Fair.
Dawe Pierce Reported: lce went out on Friday the 27 of March
Talking to Princaton hydrn sbout the outlet

Bark Fleported: Report attached
Christing reported:
lo= out March 27"
Herbicide permits are approved, early may curly leaf pondweed treatment at south end of lake
HAB= water testing will take place throughout the surnmer
CSLAP report came out, gensral conditions are unchanged
3 fisherman came to the last SLPID meeting and reported that they had a much lowsr catch rate for walleye this year. One had red
spots on it. DEC was supposad to shock this week to get 3 sampls but their equiprment was not working. Other ice fisherman reporied 3
good catch rate this year.
Dan Buckley reported:
Concarm with possible phosphorus release during low water anaerobic conditions on the EayademnsseEs.
Ralph P:
Lake lzvel has gone down to 203.2, below summer level

The meeting adjourned at _5:08_ pm, with 2 motion by _Ralph  seconded by _Mancy_, carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted by
Dustin Lewis

Sand Intern info to group




ATTACHMENT B (Continued):

Upcoming Friends of the Kayaderosseras Events

Trout Stocking Event at Axe Factory Preserve SUNDAY, April 12 @ 9:00 am - 10:00 am

Axe Factory Preserve 15 Axe Street, Ballston Spa, NY, United States

Trout Stocking Event at Kelley Park SUNDAY, April 12 @ 10:00 am - 11:00 am

Kelley Park 48 Ralph Street, Ballston Spa, NY, United States

Spring Clean-up Day SATURDAY, May 2 @ 9:00 am
Axe Factory Preserve 15 Axe Street, Ballston Spa, NY, United States

Help Us Keep the Kayaderosseras Beautiful — Spring Clean-up Day! Join the Friends of the
Kayaderosseras for a community-wide clean-up effort on Saturday, May 2. Starting from Axe
Factory Preserve, volunteers will fan out to several sites along the creek to pick up litter and
debris accumulated over the winter

Mew Date: Tree Planting at Axe Factory Preserve SATURDAY, May 2 @ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Axe Factory Preserve 15 Axe Street, Ballston Spa, NY, United States — bring your shovel or trowel

FoK Creek Tenders Paddle SATURDAYMay 9 @ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Gray's Crossing 87 Northline Road, Ballston Spa, NY, United States

Save the Date: Summer Trail Crew — Starting Saturday July 11, 2026

July 11 @ 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Save the Date for our Summer Trail Crew 2026! Just like last year, we'll meet up at different
locations each Saturday during July and August to clear trails and complete projects to make
sure our trails are clear and accessible.




ATTACHMENT C :

RESOLUTION
of the
Saratoga County Soil and Water Conservaton District

Resolution No.: 2026- 02 Date: 415726,

Anthorizing participation by the Saratoga County Soil and Water Conservation District in the AEM
Base Program.

WHEREAS, the New York State Soil and Water Conservation Committee has 1ssued an application
inviting Soil and Water Conservation Districts or groups of Districts acting jointly to submit action plans
for funding wnder Found 19 of the AEM Base Program; and

WHEREAS funds are available for projects that consist of activities that will reduce. abate, control, or
prevent nenpoint source pollution originating from agricultural sources; and

WHEREAS, the Saratoga County Soil and Water Conservation District has determined that certain
works, as described in its application and attachments, (the “Project™) is in the public interest and consists
of activities that will reduce and/or prevent nonpoint source pollution from agricultural sources.

NOW, THERFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Saratega County Seil and Water Conservation District
Board

1) That Dustin Lewis, District Manager, or such persen’s swecessor in office. is the
representative to act on behalf of the district’s governing body in all matters related to State Assistance
under the AEM Base Program. The representative is auvthorized to make applications. execute the
contract for State Assistance, submit project documentation, and otherwise act for the district governing
body in all matters related to the Project.

2) That the Duistrict agrees to fund its portion of the cost of the Project as provided in the
application.

3) That one (1) certified copy of this Resclution be prepared and attached to the application for
funding under Eound 19 of the AEM Base Program_

4) That this resolution takes effect immediately.

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Saratoga County Soil
and Water Conservation District at a meeting held on 18% day of June in the year 2023

Farms Participating In the AEM-1?2 tier 4 Implementation Grant: My Other Garden, Bowman

Orchards, Leeward Lane I1.C.. Dancing Grain Brewery, White Birch Stables, Balet Cut Flowers, The
Farm (@ O1d Saratoga Mercantile, Arils Farm_

Signature Title




