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Health & Human Services Committee  
Tuesday, July 7, 2026  3PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   

 
 

 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Chairman C. Eric Butler; Committee Members Harry Brennan, Michael Gyarmathy, Ram 
Lalukota, Willard Peck, Tom Richardson 
Absent: Kevin Tollisen 
Supervisor Ian Murray; Chairman of the Board Philip Barrett; Steve Bulger, Audra Hedden, 
Stephanie Hodgson, Mariah Ruscio, Christine Rush, County Administrator; George Conway, 
County Attorney; Megan Johnson, Mental Health & Addiction; Patrick Maxwell, Social Services; 
Sandra Cross, Office for the Aging & Youth Services; Craig Hayner, Alex Giordano, County 
Clerk. 
 
Chairman Butler called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.   
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Brennan, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the minutes 
of the June 2, 2026 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Lalukota, seconded by Supervisor Brennan, to authorize 
the transfer of funds for the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services to pay for 
expenses related to patient services and amending the 2026 County budget in relation 
thereto.  Unanimous. 
This appropriation of $1,191936 is necessary to cover the increased mandated costs associated 
with the placement of three additional patients in New York State mental health facilities pursuant 
to court orders.  Discussion ensued. 
  
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Peck, seconded by Supervisor Gyarmathy, to accept 
additional funding from the New York State Office of Addiction Services and Supports to 
include Gambling Recovery Peer Engagement Funds and Amending the 2026 County budget 
in relation thereto.  Unanimous. 
This funding in the amount of $50,000 is for the Healing Springs program.  This funding will 
annualize in 2027 to $100,000 per year.   
  
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Lalukota, seconded by Supervisor Brennan, to accept 
additional funding from the New York State Office of Addiction Services and Supports to 
Include a 2026 - 2027 Targeted Inflationary Increase and Amending the 2026 County budget 
in relation thereto.  Unanimous. 
This funding is in the amount of $51,309. 
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A motion was made by Supervisor Brennan, seconded by Supervisor Gyarmathy, to accept 
Community Optional Preventive Services Program Funding from the New York State Office 
of Children and Family Services.  Unanimous. 
This funding, in the amount of $70,640, will be used to provide preventive services designed to 
help avert family crises and reduce the risk of foster care placements.   
 
  
A motion was made by Supervisor Richardson, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, to approve 
the 2026-2027 Annual Update to the 2024-2028 Four Year Plan for the Department of Aging 
and Youth Services.  Unanimous. 
 
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Richardson, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the meeting 
was adjourned unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bridget M. Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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