
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                              

DATE: July 2, 2026 

 

SARATOGA COUNTY INVITES COMMUNITY TO READING OF 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

County joins global public reading on July 8 

BALLSTON SPA, NY — The Saratoga County 250th Commission invites community members to a public 
reading of the Declaration of Independence on Wednesday, July 8, 2026, at 5:30PM, at the Saratoga 
County Municipal Complex, located at 40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY.  

The ceremony will begin at 5:30PM, with the reading promptly at 6PM. Immediately following the 
reading, the 2nd Continental Artillery Regiment will fire the Saratoga250 Commemorative cannon. 

McMaster street will be closed to through traffic. Ballston Spa Village Police Department will direct local 
residential traffic. Parking is available in the county’s Remsen Street and High Street parking lots. In the 
event of rain, the commemoration will move indoors to the Chamber of the Board of Supervisors room. 

The County joins communities across the country—and world—in this simultaneous reading of the 
Declaration of Independence, as part of a nationwide “Sharing the Spirit of America” initiative created by 
the Hawai’i 250 Commission. July 8 was chosen for this occasion to mark the very first public reading of 
the Declaration in Philadelphia on July 8th, 1776.  

“The Declaration of Independence laid the foundation for the American Experiment which so many 
would give their lives for in the Battles of Saratoga in 1777,” said Lauren Roberts, Saratoga County 
Historian and Chair of the Saratoga250 Commission. “Reading these words aloud reminds us of the 
power they hold, honors the sacrifice of those who made these words a reality, and highlights the values 
we uphold today.” 

According to Hawai’i 250, “Even though the United States is spread across thousands of miles and ten 
different time zones, all of us in America may read the Declaration of Independence ‘together,’ at the 
‘same’ time. Unlike the extent of the Colonies in 1776, today, America spans about 9,500-miles from one 
extreme to the other (the Caribbean across North America to the western edge of the Pacific).” 

For more information, visit saratoga250.com. 
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