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Trails & Open Space Committee

Tuesday, July 7, 2026 4PM
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY

Chair: Joe Grasso
Members: Dave Ball, Michael Gyarmathy-VC, Ed Kinowski,
Ram Lalukota, Scott Ostrander, Minita Sanghvi

Agenda
Welcome and Attendance
Approval of the minutes of the May 5, 2026 meeting

Authorizing a license agreement with Hank’s Hollow Development for trail connection
to Zim Smith Trail — Jason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development

Amending Resolution 234-2021 to reallocate the 2021 Trails Grant to the Town of
Greenfield — Jason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development

Awarding 2026 Trails Grants — Jason Kemper, Planning & Economic Development

Discussion: Office of Planning & Economic Development Updates — Jason Kemper,
Planning & Economic Development

Other Business

Adjournment

saratogacountyny.gov



518.884.4705

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

& ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
JASON KEMPER, DIRECTOR 50 WEST HIGH ST, BALLSTON SPA, NY 12020
MEMORANDUM
TO: Trails and Open Space Committee Members

CC: County Administrator’s Office
County Attorney’s Office
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
FROM: Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development

DATE: June 30, 2026

RE: July 2026 Trails and Open Space Meeting

Hank’s Hollow Development LLC. /Tanski Zim Smith Connection License Agreement

The Town of Halfmoon is facilitating a trail connection from the approved Hanks Hollow subdivision to the
Zim Smith Trail. The owner of the project is Mr. Bruce Tanski and is being licensed under Hank’s Hollow
Development LLC. The work would be performed by Mr. Tanski’s contractors to be constructed by
September. The trail is intended for seasonal access providing the subdivisions 110-single family residents
connection to the Zim Smith Trail. The Board will need to authorize a license agreement for the contractor
to perform the work on the Zim Smith Trail. Prior to construction the location will be flagged and verified
by Saratoga County. A map of the area for the proposed connection is attached to the memo.

Town of Greenfield Trails Grant Amendment

The Town of Greenfield was awarded a Trails Grant in 2021 via resolution 234-2021. The original
grant award to the Town of Greenfield/Saratoga PLAN was for the construction of a parking lot
to be associated with the Graphite Range Community Forest Northern Gateway Project. Saratoga
PLAN has taken ownership of the land and is currently before the Town of Greenfield Planning
Board for approval of the parking lot. The Town is requesting that the previously awarded grant
be modified to pay for the costs associated with the engineering and design services for the
parking lot. These funds will be passed through the Town of Greenfield to Saratoga PLAN. The
amendment of the awarding resolution will allow for the closure of the 2021 Trails Grant to the
Town of Greenfield.

2026 Saratoga County Trail Grant Program

The 2026 Saratoga County Trail Grant Program allocated $80,000 available for trail grant funding. The
applications were due on June 18, 2026 and 13 trail applications from 13 municipalities were received.
This resulted in a total of $120,500 in requested funding. The staff recommendation is to fund 66% of
the grant request to stay within the budget allocation. At this funding level, the total grant award will be



$79,530.00. Final determination to be made by the committee. All 2026 grants must submit for final
reimbursement by December 1, 2027.

The following is a synopsis of each application received:

Town of Ballston

BLFDMP Access Trail to Lakehill Rd. Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposed ~700 ft access trail through vacant lands of Ballston Lake SD to connect Ballston Lake Fire

Dept. Memorial Park (BLFDMP) to Lakehill Drive.

Town of Charlton

Corbin Wildlife Preserve Trails Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposed ~1 mile of trail on a 114-acre property that will utilize former horse trails while constructing

new trails for the "soon to be" town wildlife preserve.

Town of Clifton Park
Englemore Rd to Westbury Ct: Pedestrian Wetland Crossing Feasibility Study Amount Requested:
$10,000.00

Recommended Award: $6,600.00
A proposed feasibility study to look into the possibility of closing an~800 I.f. strategic gap in the town's
trail network including wetland crossing.

Town of Edinburg

Recreational Park Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposal to rehabilitate existing playground equipment and add new equipment with resupplying the

material around the playground.

Town of Greenfield

Brookhaven Park Resurfacing Amount Requested: $7,500.00
Recommended Award: $4,950.00

A proposal to continue to resurface 0.50 miles of the Brookhaven Ski trail with stone dust and add to

the 1.5 miles of already resurfaced trails to make them accessible for all seasons.

Town of Halfmoon

Halfmoon Town Park Trail Paving Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposal to resurface existing ~12,000 |.f. of stone dust trails in the Town's recreation park with

asphalt.

Town of Malta

Malta Ecological Trail Restoration Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposal to utilize engineered wood fiber to restore ~0.75 miles of trail in need of repair inside the

town park.



Town of Milton

Doc Blaisdell Bark Park Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposal to establish a dog park within the boundaries of the Town's 130-acre Woods Hollow Nature

Preserve by providing a fenced off area with benches, waste bag dispensers and informational signage.

Town of Moreau

Nolan Rd. Riverside Trail Gateway Project Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposal to upgrade an existing graveled parking area at the end of Nolan Rd. to create trailhead

parking for universal access and suitable parking for boat trailers, cars and bikes.

Town of Northumberland

Hudson Crossing Park Missy K Rehabilitation Project Amount Requested: $5,000.00
Recommended Award: $3,300.00

A proposal to restore the existing Missy K overlook, a structure that resembles an old canal boat, by

purchasing paint, cleaning and site prep materials and tools. Funds will also be utilized for educational

elements to support the canal boat narrative.

Town of Saratoga

Trail Maintenance and Reconstruction Amount Requested: $8,000.00
Recommended Award: $5,280.00

Improve multi-use trail system within the Town & Villages with resurfacing, tree and stump removal and

a culvert replacement.

Town of Stillwater (Sar. PLAN)

Snake Hill Preserve Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

A proposal to construct the parking area and site amenities that include vegetation clearing, grading,

sediment and erosion control with surfacing of gravel and asphalt.

Town of Wilton

Graphite Range-Gavin Park Connector Project Amount Requested: $10,000.00
Recommended Award: $6,600.00

As the Town looks at a ~2.5-mile trail to connect Gavin Park and the Graphite Range Community Forest

trail network, the first phase will provide bicycle signage and bicycle racks at Gavin Park. The funds will

also support a feasibility study and conceptual layout for a future multi-use path.

County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates

e There are currently 7 pending Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects, including three 2025
awards, one 2024 award, two from 2023 and one from 2021. Town of Northumberland projects
of 2023 and 2024 have cleared the auditor’s review and contracts are currently being prepared.
Closing of these two projects will occur soon. Town of Clifton Park completed their 2025 project
and a reimbursement review is currently in the auditor’s office. In addition, Town of Milton has
indicated that submission of reimbursement material for a 2025 project is being prepared.

e The 2026 Farm Protection and Open Space grant program applications were due on June 18, 2026
with a total of $450,000 allocated for funding. The department collected five grant applications,



four farm protection and one open space protection, with a total request of $1,331,530 of
funding. In the past a sub committee is set up to review these projects and then make a
recommendation to the full committee.

Currently, there are 18 pending Trail Projects being administered by the Planning Department. Of
the 18 projects, nine are 2025, six are 2024, one is a 2023 award, one is 2021 and one is 2020.
The Town of Saratoga 2022 trail grant award and the Town of Stillwater 2025 trail grant award
are in queue for payment and considered closed. A 2025 Town of Halfmoon and a 2025 Town of
Greenfield trail grant have submitted review material for reimbursement that have been
forwarded to the auditor’s office.

Supervisor Grasso and Jason Kemper have been attending regular meetings of the Graphite Range
Community Forest Advisory Committee. Trail usage, signage, maintenance, and event policies
have all been discussed.

The Graphite Range community Forest North Parking Lot appeared before the Greenfield Planning
Board on 5.26.26, and is back on the agenda for 6.30.26 for a public hearing. The county will
acquire the parcel once all improvements on the site have been made.

The 2026 Saratoga County Fish Program has been completed. On May 8™, a fish stocking event
with the Edinburg and Northville School Districts occurred. Lauren and Ann from the County
Historians office assisted with the event. (see attached pictures)

Staff participated in the 4H Environmental Field Day on 5.19.26. In total 400 school children from
4 different school districts participated in the event. Approximately 140 children/teachers passed
through our session.

Saratoga County DPW assisted with two repairs on the Zim Smith Trail. These repairs were caused
by roots which raised the trail surface and created a hazard. The areas were excavated, roots
removed and repaved.

Economic impact study of empire state trail has been released and can be found at:
https://www.ptny.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Empire-State-Trail-Economic-Impact-
Report-June-2026.pdf Portions of the Empire State Trail in Saratoga County are highlighted in the
report. This study commissioned by Parks and Trails New York quantifies the economic impacts
associated with multi use trails.

Bob Campbell of the Saratoga Snowmobile Association was named the NYS Snowmobile Assoc.
Snowmobiler of the Year for 2026.

Invasive species training (Hemlock Wholly Adelgid) Training

The 2026-2027 Timber Harvest inventory has been completed on the county forestland parcel in
the Town of Galway. A bid will be prepared and sent out by late July. The bid spec will include
language for the development of a trail network on the parcel.


https://www.ptny.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Empire-State-Trail-Economic-Impact-Report-June-2026.pdf
https://www.ptny.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Empire-State-Trail-Economic-Impact-Report-June-2026.pdf

Great Sacandaga Lake Fish Stocking




Corinth Reservoir Fish Stocking




TO: Steve Bulger, County Administrator
Ridge Harris, Deputy County Administrator
George Conway, County Attorney
Therese Connolly, Clerk of the Board
Stephanie Hodgson, Director of Budget

CC: John Warmt, Director of Purchasing
Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development
Bridget Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Audra Hedden, County Administrator's Office
Emily Spring, County Attorney's Office

DEPARTMENT: Department of Planning & Economic Development
DATE: 6/15/26
COMMITTEE: Trails & Open Space

L. Is a Resolution Required:
Yes, Other
2. Proposed Resolution Title:

Resolution Authorizing License Agreement for Trail Connection
to Zim Smith Trail

3. Specific Details on what the resolution will authorize:

Resolution will authorize the construction of a crushed stone 10’
wide path from the Hanks Hollow subdivision property to Zim
Smith Trail in the Town of Halfmoon.

SARATOGA COUNTY
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST

This column must be completed
prior to submission of the request.

County Attorney’s Office
Consulted Yes




4. Is a Budget Amendment needed: YES or |V |NO County Administrator’s Office
If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided. Consulted Yes

Any budget amendments must have equal and offsetting entries.

Please see attachments for impacted budget lines.
(Use ONLY when more than four lines are impacted.)

Revenue

Account Number Account Name Amount
Expense

Account Number Account Name Amount

Fund Balance (if applicable): (Increase = additional revenue, Decrease = additional expenses)

Amount:

Identify Budget Impact (Required):

No Budget Impact

a. G/L line impacted

b. Budget year impacted

c. Details



6. Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule?
YES or |v |[NO (Ifyes, provide details)

Human Resources Consulted

a. Is a new position being created? Y N

Effective date

Salary and grade

b. Is a new employee being hired? Y N

Effective date of employment

Salary and grade
Appointed position:
Term
c. Isthis a reclassification? Y N
Is this position currently vacant? Y N
Is this position in the current year compensation plan? Y N
7. Does this item require the awarding of a contract: Y |[V]|N Purchasing Office Consulted
a. Type of Solicitation

b. Specification # (BID/RFP/RFQ/OTHER CONTRACT #)

c. If a sole source, appropriate documentation, including an updated letter, has been
submitted and approved by Purchasing Department? E Y N N/A

d. Vendor Contact Name:

e. Vendor Email:

f. Vendor Phone:

g. Is the vendor/contractor an LLC, PLLC, or partnership:
h. State of vendor/contractor organization:

1. Commencement date of contract term:

] Termination of contract date:

k. Contract renewal date and term:

1. Is this a renewal agreement: Y N

m. Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:



County Administrator’s Office
Consulted

Is a grant being accepted: YES or v |INO

a. Source of grant funding:

b. Agency granting funds:

c. Amount of grant:

d. Purpose grant will be used for:

e. Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:
f. Time period grant covers:

g. Amount of county matching funds:

h. Administrative fee to County:

Supporting Documentation:

Marked-up previous resolution

No Markup, per consultation with County Attorney

v'| Information summary memo

Copy of proposal or estimate

Copy of grant award notification and information

v'| other Map of proposed subdivision and trail connection

Remarks:

The Town of Halfmoon required the construction of a pathway connection from the Hanks
Hollow approved subdivision located along Staniak Road to the Zim Smith Trail. Mr.
Bruce Tanski, the owner would like to have the trail connection constructed by September,
2026. This will be a crushed stone surface path from parking area to trail connection.

Area to be flagged and approved by the county prior to construction. Due to steep slopes
this trail will not be ADA Accessible. See attached memo for additional information






SARATOGA COUNTY
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST

TO: Steve Bulger, County Administrator
Ridge Harris, Deputy County Administrator
George Conway, County Attorney
Therese Connolly, Clerk of the Board
Stephanie Hodgson, Director of Budget

CC: John Warmt, Director of Purchasing
Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development
Bridget Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board

Audra Hedden, County Administrator's Office

Emily Spring, County Attorney's Office This column must be completed
prior to submission of the request.

DEPARTMENT: Department of Planning & Economic Development
DATE: 6/30/26
COMMITTEE: Trails & Open Space

County Attorney’s Office
Consulted Yes

L. Is a Resolution Required:
Yes, Other
2. Proposed Resolution Title:

Awarding the 2026 Trails Grants

3. Specific Details on what the resolution will authorize:

Resolution will award the 2026 Trails Grants




4.

Is a Budget Amendment needed: YES or |V |NO County Administrator’s Office
If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided. Consulted Yes
Any budget amendments must have equal and offsetting entries.

Please see attachments for impacted budget lines.
(Use ONLY when more than four lines are impacted.)

Revenue

Account Number Account Name Amount
Expense

Account Number Account Name Amount

Fund Balance (if applicable): (Increase = additional revenue, Decrease = additional expenses)

Amount:

Identify Budget Impact (Required):

No Budget Impact. Funds are included in the Department Budget
a. G/L line impacted A.80.000-8492.9
b. Budget year impacted 2026

c. Details



6. Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule?
YES or |v |[NO (Ifyes, provide details)

Human Resources Consulted

a. Is a new position being created? Y N

Effective date

Salary and grade

b. Is a new employee being hired? Y N

Effective date of employment

Salary and grade
Appointed position:
Term
c. Isthis a reclassification? Y N
Is this position currently vacant? Y N
Is this position in the current year compensation plan? Y N
7. Does this item require the awarding of a contract: Y |[V]|N Purchasing Office Consulted
a. Type of Solicitation

b. Specification # (BID/RFP/RFQ/OTHER CONTRACT #)

c. If a sole source, appropriate documentation, including an updated letter, has been
submitted and approved by Purchasing Department? E Y N N/A

d. Vendor Contact Name:

e. Vendor Email:

f. Vendor Phone:

g. Is the vendor/contractor an LLC, PLLC, or partnership:
h. State of vendor/contractor organization:

1. Commencement date of contract term:

] Termination of contract date:

k. Contract renewal date and term:

1. Is this a renewal agreement: Y N

m. Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:



0.

10.

Is a grant being accepted: YES or v |INO

a.

Source of grant funding:

Agency granting funds:

Amount of grant:

Purpose grant will be used for:

Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:

Time period grant covers:

Amount of county matching funds:

Administrative fee to County:

Supporting Documentation:

v

v

v

Marked-up previous resolution
No Markup, per consultation with County Attorney
Information summary memo

Copy of proposal or estimate

Copy of grant award notification and information

Other Memo

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted

Remarks:
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

09/16/2025

RESOLUTION 269 - 20265

Introduced by Trails and Open Space: Supervisors Ball, Connolly, Grasso,
Kinowski, Madigan, M. Veitch, and Wright

AWARDING 20265 TRAILS GRANTS

WHEREAS, the 20256 County Budget included a Trails Grant Program to give
matching grants to local municipalities to fund trail development and construction projects; and

WHEREAS, the 20256 Trails Grant Program provides a pool of up to $+6680,000 to
fund trail feasibility studies, engineering work, and construction in local municipalities; and

WHEREAS, our Trails and Open Space Committee received feurteen-thirteen (143)
applications for funding, totaling $120,500437%466, which the Committee recommended to be
partially funded; and

WHEREAS. Resolution 87-2026 authorizes the County Administrator to transfer funds
from certain reserve accounts for previously approved projects:; and

WHEREAS, our Trails and Open Space Committee and our Law and Finance
Committee approved partial funding for all feurteen-thirteen (143) applications submitted, at a
cost of $10680;00679.530, utilizing allotted 20265 Trails Grant Program funds; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the payment, under the
20256 Trails Grant Program, of the sum of $+8686:68679.530.00 to the following municipalities
for the purposes stated, upon condition that each municipality provide matching funds or services
in-kind:

1. Town of Ballston: The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward a proposed
approximately 700-ft access trail through vacant lands of Ballston Lake SD to connect
Ballston Lake Fire Dept. Memorial Park (BLFDMP) to Lakehill Drive.

2. Town of Charlton: The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward a proposed
approximately 1 mile of trails on a 114-acre property that will utilize former horse trails
while constructing new trails for the "soon to be" town wildlife preserve.

3. Town of Clifton Park: The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward a proposed
feasibility study to look into the possibility of closing an approximately 800-L.f. strategic
gap in the town's trail network including wetland crossing.




Town of Edinburg: The amount of up to $6,600.00 to be applied toward a proposal to

rehabilitate existing playground equipment and add additional equipment with
resupplying the material around the playground.

Town of Greenfield: The amount of up to $4.950.00 to be applied toward a proposal to

continue to resurface 0.50 miles of the Brookhaven Ski trail with stone dust and add to
the 1.5 miles of already resurfaced trails to make them accessible for all seasons.

Town of Halfmoon: The amount of up to $6,600.00 to be applied toward a proposal to

resurface existing an approximately 12.000 Lf. of stone dust trails in the Town's
recreation park with asphalt.

Town of Malta: The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward a proposal to

utilize engineered wood fiber to restore an approximately 0.75 miles of trail in need of
repair inside the town park.

Town of Milton: The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward a proposal to

establish a dog park within the boundaries of the Town's 130-acre Woods Hollow Nature
Preserve by providing a fenced off area with benches, waste bag dispensers and
informational signage.

Town of Moreau: The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward a proposal to

10.

upgrade an existing graveled parking area at the end of Nolan Rd. to create trailhead
parking for universal access and suitable parking for boat trailers, cars and bikes.

Town of Northumberland: The amount of up to $3.300.00 to be applied toward a

11

proposal to restore the existing Missy K overlook, a structure that resembles an old canal
boat, by purchasing paint, cleaning and site prep materials and tools. Funds will also be
utilized for educational elements to support the canal boat narrative.

. Town of Saratoga: The amount of up to $5.280.00 to be applied toward improving the

12.

multi-use trail system within the Town & Villages with resurfacing, tree and stump
removal and a culvert replacement.

Town of Stillwater (Sar. PLAN): The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward a

13.

proposal to construct the parking area and site amenities that include vegetation clearing,
orading, sediment and erosion control with surfacing of gravel and asphalt.

Town of Wilton: The amount of up to $6.600.00 to be applied toward the first phase for

a proposed approximately 2.5 mile trail to connect Gavin Park and the Graphite Range
Community Forest trail network. Grant funds will will provide bicycle signage and
bicycle racks at Gavin Park. The funds will also support a feasibility study and
conceptual layout for a future multi-use path.




RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Board of Supervisors is hereby authorized to execute
all agreements and documents necessary to ensure the transfer of said funds; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the form and content of such agreements shall be subject to the
approval of the County Attorney; and be it further



RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT: No budget impact. Funds are included in the department

budget.




SARATOGA COUNTY
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST

TO: Steve Bulger, County Administrator
Ridge Harris, Deputy County Administrator
George Conway, County Attorney
Therese Connolly, Clerk of the Board
Stephanie Hodgson, Director of Budget

CC: John Warmt, Director of Purchasing
Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development
Bridget Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board

Audra Hedden, County Administrator's Office

Emily Spring, County Attorney's Office This column must be completed
prior to submission of the request.

DEPARTMENT: Department of Planning & Economic Development
DATE: 6/30/26

COMMITTEE: Trails & Open Space

County Attorney’s Office
Consulted

L. Is a Resolution Required:

No, Discussion Only

2. Proposed Resolution Title:

3. Specific Details on what the resolution will authorize:




4.

Is a Budget Amendment needed: YES or
If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided.

Any budget amendments must have equal and offsetting entries.

NO

Please see attachments for impacted budget lines.
(Use ONLY when more than four lines are impacted.)

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted Yes

Revenue

Account Number Account Name Amount
Expense

Account Number Account Name Amount

Fund Balance (if applicable): (Increase = additional revenue, Decrease = additional expenses)

Amount:

Identify Budget Impact (Required):

a. G/L line impacted

b. Budget year impacted

c. Details



6.

Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule?

a.

b.

C.

YES or NO (Ifyes, provide details)

Is a new position being created? Y N
Effective date
Salary and grade
Is a new employee being hired? Y N
Effective date of employment
Salary and grade
Appointed position:
Term
Is this a reclassification? Y N
Is this position currently vacant? Y

Is this position in the current year compensation plan?

Does this item require the awarding of a contract:

a.
b.

Type of Solicitation

N

Human Resources Consulted

N

Y

N

Specification # (BID/RFP/RFQ/OTHER CONTRACT #)

Purchasing Office Consulted

If a sole source, appropriate documentation, including an updated letter, has been

submitted and approved by Purchasing Department?

Vendor Contact Name:
Vendor Email:

Vendor Phone:

Is the vendor/contractor an LLC, PLLC, or partnership:

State of vendor/contractor organization:
Commencement date of contract term:
Termination of contract date:

Contract renewal date and term:

Is this a renewal agreement: Y

Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:

[y

N N/A




0.

10.

Is a grant being accepted: YES or NO

a. Source of grant funding:

b. Agency granting funds:

c. Amount of grant:
d. Purpose grant will be used for:
e. Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:

f. Time period grant covers:
g. Amount of county matching funds:
h. Administrative fee to County:

Supporting Documentation:

Marked-up previous resolution

No Markup, per consultation with County Attorney

v'| Information summary memo

Copy of proposal or estimate

Copy of grant award notification and information

Other

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted

Remarks:

see attached memo for summary

Updates to include:

Farmland and Open Space Grant Updates
Trail Grant Updates

Graphite Range Community Forest Updates
Saratoga County Fish Stocking Updates
County Forestland/Timber Harvest Updates
4 H Environmental Field Day

Zim Smith Repairs

Economic Impact of Empire State Trail

SSA Snowmobile Award

HWA training




2026 PENDING Open Space Grants

Year

Municipality

Project Name

Acreage

S.B.L.#

Original County
Request

County
Awarded

Total Project Cost

Total Outside
Funding

Open Space/Farm
Protection

Description

Source of
Outside Funding

Status

2026

Town of Malta (Saratog

PLAN)

Boulder Brook Farm

26.00

205.-1-54

$134,462

$267,663.00

$133,201.00

Farm Protection

Boulder Brook Farm is a 25.92 acre Christmas Tree farm with
40% of the property in production. Bees are kept on the
property and honey is harvested on site, with abundant
wildflower meadows to support them. Woods surround the
property, providing habitat and buffering two small streams
that are tributaries to Drummond Creek. The property is
located in an agricultural area in the Northeast part of Town
that is threatened by development pressure. Re-Application,
project was previosuly approved in 2021.

Town Funds and
Landowner
donation

Application Received

2026

Town of Stillwater
(Saratoga PLAN)

Broestler Farm

19.00

232.-1-86.1 & 232.-1-
86.2

$185,006

$206,320.00

$21,314.00

Farm Protection

The property consists of approximately 12.22 ac of prime
farmland soils (65%), 6.64 ac of farmland soils of statewide
importance (35%), and 0.06 ac of other non-significant soils
(<1%), as defined by the USDA NRCS. Within the County’s
Agriculture District 1, as classified by NYSDAM, it’s considered
important for farmland access on a county and statewide
level. The landowner currently leases their agricultural field to
Welcome Stock Dairy as support land for their dairy
operations. The landowner is seeking to sell the property and
has looked to sell to a local farmer.

Landowner
contribution to
Stewardship
Fund.

Application Received

2026

Town of Ballston
(Saratoga PLAN)

Egan Farm

101.00

248.-2-74

$686,729

$763,032.00

$76,303.00

Farm Protection

This project will protect 101 acres of fertile farmland located
in the town of Ballston. Tracy Egan is the owner and operator
of this thoroughbred foaling operation. The current operation
under Tracy Egan began in the early 1990s and produces 2 to 4
thoroughbred foals and approximately 4,000 bales of hay
annually. The hay is used as feed for the horses on Tracy’s
farm with the remainder being sold to local operations.

Possibly Town
funding, NYSFPIG
grant and
Landowner
donation.

Application Received

2026

Town of Ballston
(Saratoga PLAN)

Gibson Property

23.00

249.-3-91

$84,245

$119,388.00

$35,143.00

Open Space
Protection

The property is the site of an old girl scout camp with several
trails looping through a forest. Most of the western portion of
the forest is covered by 13.22 ac of wetlands. The forest is
made up of Black Oak, Red Oak, Red Maple, and Black Gum
(Tupelo) stands, serving as natural habitat for local plant and
animal species. Larry Woolbright, a retired professor of
ecology at Sienna, noted that the property could support
amphibian breeding despite the intense surrounding
development. The only infrastructure on the property are
power lines found on a utility right-of-way running through
the eastern portion of the property. The property is relatively
flat with a total change in elevation of ~20ft occurring
gradually from the lowest to highest point on the property.

Landowner
contribution to
Stewardship
Fund.

Application Received

2026

Town of Stillwater
(Saratoga PLAN)

AKG Acres Farm (Gonzalez)

48.00

232.-1-15.1

$241,088

$271,313.00

$30,225.00

Farm Protection

The landowner currently leases the three agricultural fields on
the Property to the Koval Brothers Dairy as support land for
their dairy farm. Tiling is present to help the agriculture fields
drain. The Koval’s indicated that they would be interested in
investing in additional infrastructure on the Property if the
land was protected. Approximately two acres in the northeast
corner of the parcel, bordering Durham Rd., contains the
landowner's main residence, two garage/storage buildings,
and one chicken coop. An old dirt road follows the southern
and eastern boundary of the property. A tributary of the
Hudson River runs through the center of the property.
Forested wetlands cover both sides of the stream totaling 7.23
acres. Adjacent to the stream sits a man-made retention pond.
The interior forested portions of the property contained a
limited number of invasives.

Landowner
contribution to
Stewardship
Fund.

Application Received

$0.00

$1,627,716.00

C.E. = conservation
easement

TOTAL REQUESTED:

$1,331,530.00

Printed 7/1/2026



