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Trails & Open Space Committee  
Tuesday, July 7, 2026  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   

 
 

 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Present:  Chairman Joe Grasso; Committee Members Dave Ball, Michael Gyarmathy, Ed 
Kinowski, Ram Lalukota, Scott Ostrander  
Absent: Minita Sanghvi 
Supervisors Burger, Murray and Richardson; Steve Bulger, Audra Hedden, Anne Van Vorst, 
County Administrator; Jason Kemper, Planning. 
 
Chairman Grasso called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.   
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Ball, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the minutes of the 
May 5, 2026 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
   
A motion was made by Supervisor Lalukota, seconded by Supervisor Ostrander, to authorize 
a license agreement with Hank’s Hollow Development for trail connection to Zim Smith 
Trail.  Unanimous. 
This trail connector will allow for a pedestrian connection to the Zim Smith Trail in the Town of 
Halfmoon.   
 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Ball, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, to amend 
Resolution 234-2021 to reallocate the 2021 Trails Grant to the Town of Greenfield.  
Unanimous. 
The 2021 Trails Grant received for constructing the Graphite Range Community Forest Northern 
Gateway Parking lot will be re-allocated to pay for design and engineering services associated with 
the project.  
 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Lalukota, seconded by Supervisor Ostrander, to award 
2026 Trails Grants.  Unanimous. 
Thirteen applications were received.  The committee voted to award 66% of each funding request 
for a total of $79,530.  It was noted that all 2026 grants must be closed out by December 1, 2027. 
 
 
Jason Kemper, Director of Planning, provided updates on the following topics as provided with 
the agenda: Farmland and Open Space Grants, Trail Grants, Graphite Range Community Forest, 
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Saratoga County Fish Stocking, County Forestland/Timber Harvest, 4-H Environmental Field 
Day, Zim Smith Trail repairs, SSA Snowmobile Award, and HWA training.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Richardson spoke about the economic impact of Empire State Trail.   
 
Mr. Kemper reported on the five Farmland and Open Space grants received for 2026 requesting a 
total of $1.3 million in funding.  A subcommittee will be established to conduct an in-depth review 
of the applications and make a recommendation to the committee.      
 
 
On a motion made by Supervisor Kinowski, seconded by Supervisor Lalukota, the meeting 
was adjourned unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bridget M. Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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