
Saratoga County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Cornell Room - 50 West High Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 06/17/2026 

 
In Attendance:   

District Directors:         District Staff:          
JD Arnold – Legislator    Dan Palemire – Field Technician 
Victoria Garlanda – At Large   Kaitlyn Bemis– Office Manager    
Jennifer Koval – At Large Farmer  Scott Monica – Senior Technician 
Steven Ropitzky –Chairman   Dustin Lewis – District Manager 
Jay Matthews – At Large Farmer  Emma Costello – Intern 
Janet Bartow – Grange 

 Ian Murray - Legislator 
     

 Regrets: 
  
   
Meeting called to order at 3:00 PM by Chairman Ropitzky. 
 

1. Minutes of May 2026 Meeting: Motion to approve by Garlanda, seconded by Arnold, carried unanimously. 
2. May 2026 Financial Reports: 

a. Income & Expense Report, Budget vs Actual Report and Vouchers:  
b. Motion to approve made by Koval, seconded by Bartow, carried unanimously. 

3. Field Report: (Attachment A) 
4. Cooperating Agency Reports: 

a. NRCS: No Report.  
b. FSA: No Report. 
c. CDEA: Lewis reported that they will be holding a Stormwater Training Event on August 4th and 5th. 

There will also be a meeting for the legislative committee regarding bringing on a lobbyist.  
d. NYSSWCC: Luskin emailed a monthly report. Lewis reported on attending the local manager’s meeting. 
e. NYACD: Lewis reported on a meeting being held next Wednesday, he encouraged the board members 

to attend to fulfill Part C requirements. 
f. CCE:  

i. (Attachment B) Lewis put forward a resolution to recognize William Schwerd for his many 
years of service and partnership. Motion made by Garlanda, seconded by Bartow, carried 
unanimously.   

ii. Koval reported on the Farm showcase that CCE is involved in running. There was a Horseman 
Social event held at the 4H training center and it was a great success. There will also be a 
fundraiser being held at the training center for the Unlimited Garden in August. There are plans 
to expand the bee keeping area for the Saratoga County Fair along with talks. The Cornell 
Climate Stewards training planned for the fall as well as a foraging class. The field trips 
partnered with Pitney Meadows went well, 500 kids in the area learned about agriculture. 

5. Old Business: 
a. Water Quality Coordinating Committee: No Meeting  
b. Grants:  

i. Agricultural Environmental Management – No Report.  
ii. Septic – There is continued interest in the program, there are no new projects at this time.  
iii. NYACD Cover Crop – Lewis reported that applications are being collected, the NY NRCS office 

is still working out the details of what is required on the CPA 52.  
iv. WQIP Charlton – No movement. 
v. CRF Round 8 – Cover crop will resume in the fall.  
vi. CAFO ENMP– Welcome Stock has made some progress on the install; Lewis is waiting to hear 

that the project is complete for inspection.  
vii. WQIP Wilton – Lewis reported there has been some delay about the decided location of the 

project. 
c. Part C requirements: Lewis reported that there is still a need for board members to attend outside 

meetings. There was a discussion about when District Law training will be held.  
6. New Business: 

a. 2027 Budget Committee: Ropitzky, Koval and Bartow volunteered to come early before the next 
meeting to review the 2027 budget.  

7. Other Business: 
a. Envirothon Financials – Funds Transfer: Motion to approve the transfer of $2000.00 to the 

Envirothon Account to cover the cost of the 2026 regional program from Part C made by Matthews, 
seconded by Bartow, carried unanimously.  

b. Health Insurance: Lewis reported that the Health Insurance renewal shows an increase of 10%.  
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c. CRF: Lewis expects an announcement for the new round in July; there is already a local farm 
interested in applying.  

d. Ag Nonpoint: The ranking for the applications will be released in July.  
8. Correspondence: None 
Murray and Arnold left the meeting.  
9. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 15th, 2026, at 

3:00pm with the budget committee meeting at 2pm. Meeting adjourned by Chairman at. Motion to adjourn 3:47 
PM by Bartow, seconded by Garlanda, carried unanimously. 

 
Respectfully submitted:             
                                            Kaitlyn HJ Bemis, Secretary         Steve Ropitzky – Chairman 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT A:  
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ATTACHMENT B:  

 
 
 

 


