Saratoga County Soil & Water Conservation District
Planning Room, 50 W High Street, Ballston Spa
Minutes of Regular Meeting 05/20/2026

In Attendance:

District Directors: District Staff:

Victoria Garlanda — At Large Dustin Lewis— District Manager
Steven Ropitzky —Chairman Kaitlyn Bemis - Office Manager
JD Arnold - Legislator Scott Monica — Senior Technician
Jennifer Koval — At Large Farmer Dan Palemire — Field Technician
Steven Ropitzky —Chairman Outside Agencies

NRCS — Toni Daino

Regrets: Jay Matthews, lan Murray, Janet Bartow

Meeting called to order at 3:03 pm by Chairman Ropitzky.

1.

2.

Minutes of April 2026 Meeting: Motion to approve by Garlanda, seconded by Koval, carried
unanimously.
April 2026 Financial Reports:

a. Income & Expense Report, Budget vs Actual Report and Vouchers:

b. Motion to approve made by Koval, seconded by Arnold, was carried unanimously.
Field Report: (Attachment A)
Cooperating Agency Reports:

a. NRCS: Daino reported on 6 pre-approvals for EQIP, this included forest management plans,
implementation and high tunnels 13 total applications were received from Saratoga County.

b. FSA: No Report.

c. CDEA: Lewis reported that the association is holding training for the ESC certificate program.

d. NYSSWCC: Luskin emailed a monthly report. Lewis reported that there will be a Manager’s
Meeting held on June 11" which would work towards Part C performance measures if
anyone on the board wanted to attend.

e. NYACD: No Report.

f. CCE: Koval reported that Prism has finished hiring and training all the Boat Stuard’s needed
for the season. There is a collaboration with Pitney Meadows involving field trips with local
schools. The seed libraries are still up and running all over the county and soil testing is still
ongoing. There was a new hire for the role of Animal Science Educator for the 4H program.
William Schwerd, the executive director of Saratoga County CCE, has announced his
retirement at the end of June. The farm tour event which is in collaboration with Saratoga
Plan is June 20™, the tour will focus on the northeast section of the county.

5. Old Business:

a. Water Quality Coordinating Committee: No meeting this month.
b. Grants: Lewis reported on the following:
i. Agricultural Environmental Management — Round 19 projects are ongoing.
ii. Septic Grants — Lewis reported there is a lot of interest in the program.
iii. Roadside Erosion — Finalized
iv. NYACD Cover Crop — Lewis reported that he attended a zoom call to review the
enrollment process. The district will begin taking applications shortly.
v. WQIP Charlton — Waiting on paperwork.
vi. CRF Round 8 — On hold until the fall.
vii. CAFO ENMP — Waiting on the final inspection. Lewis will reach out in the next few
weeks to schedule a site visit.
viii. WQIP Wilton — On hold until a Wetland determination comes through.

c. T&S 2026: Bemis reported on the 2026 T&S season.

d. Envirothon 2026: Bemis reported that 6 teams participated in the event, a Galway team will
be going on to compete in the NYS event held in Cortland, NY at the end of the month.

Fish Stocking 2026: Bemis reported on the 2026 Fish Stocking season.

Part C requirements: Lewis reported that attending outside meetings is still required to meet
the Part C requirements.

o




6. New Business:

a. Tire Collection 2026: Lewis reported that the district is still receiving registrations, the event
will be held on June 2" in Malta.

b. Summer Intern: Lewis reported that Emma Costello will be starting work at the district
tomorrow and she is expected to be working on Surveying Culverts and Roadside
Assessments in the Mohawk watershed.

7. Other Business: None.

8. Correspondence: None.

9. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 17,
2026, at 3:00 pm. Meeting adjourned by Chairman at. Motion to adjourn 3:50 PM by Garlanda,
seconded by Koval, carried unanimously

Respectfully submitted:

Kaitlyn Bemis, Secretary Steve Ropitzky — Chairman

ATTACHMENT A:
Mav 2026 Field Report

¢ T&S distribution (Training Center)

¢ Fish stocking distribution (Training Center)

¢ Hydro-seed Town of Wilton

¢ Hydro-seed Town of Charlton

¢ Field tile Ed Ross (Galway)

¢ County Envirothon State Park

e Conservation Field Days

* 6 Pollinator site visits and 3 seed drop-offs

* Yard drainage visit Island Drive (Mechanicville)
¢ 3 septic grant inquiries

e Milton Grange Wetlands presentation

¢ Corbin Farm aerial imagery (Charlton)

¢ Winkle way soil contamination visit (Clifton Park)
¢ Sacandaga HWA meeting

e State Envirothon Prep
AEM round 19

¢ New No-till ordered

¢ Rexford Farm irrigation project (Elevation Shots)
e NYGC Certificate (Greenfield Farm)

+ No-till rental. Galway Farm



