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Veterans Affairs Committee

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 3:00PM
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY

Chair: Ian Murray
Members: John Antoski, J.D. Arnold-VC, Harry Brennan,
Michael Gyarmathy, Minita Sanghvi, Toni Sturm

Agenda

Welcome and Attendance
Approval of the minutes of the May 6, 2026 meeting

Introducing a proposed Local Law identified as Introductory No. 5 Print No. 1 of 2026
entitled “A Local Law authorizing full property tax exemption for certain 100%
permanent and total service-disabled veterans” and setting a date for a public hearing
thereon — Frank McClement, Veterans Service Agency

Honoring the 25" Anniversary of the September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks — Frank
McClement, Veterans Service Agency

Presentation — The Role of a Veterans Service Officer — Frank McClement, Veterans
Service Agency

Other Business

Adjournment

saratogacountyny.gov



SARATOGA COUNTY
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST
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TO: Steve Bulger, County Administrator
Ridge Harris, Deputy County Administrator
George Conway, County Attorney
Therese Connolly, Clerk of the Board
Stephanic Hodgson, Dircctor of Budget

CC: John Warmt, Dircctor of Purchasing
Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development

Bridget Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Audra Hedden, County Administrator's Office

Emily Spring, County Attorney's Office Thls column 1.nu.sl be ?ompletcd
prior to submission of the request.

DEPARTMENT: Veterans Service Agency [+
DATE: 7/28/26

COMMITTEE: Veterans' Affairs : B
County Attorney’s Office
Consulted Yes B

L. Is a Resolution Required:

Yes, Other v

N

Proposed Resolution Title:

Resolution to authorize Full Property Tax Exemption for 100%
Permanent and Total Service-Disabled Veterans.

(95

Specific Details on what the resolution will authorize:

Introducing a local law identified as Introductory No. _ Print No.
_ 0f 2026 entitled “ A Local Law Authorizing Full Property Tax
Exemption for Certain 100% Permanent and Total
Service-Disabled Veterans” and scheduling a public hearing
thereon. . ' :




4.

S.

Is a Budget Amendment needed: YES or NO
If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided.
Any budget amendments must have equal and offsetting entries.

I:l Please see attachments for impacted budget lines.
(Use ONLY when more than four lines are impacted.)

Revenue

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted Yes

Account Number Account Name Amount

Expense

Account Number Account Name Amount

Fund Balance (if applicable): (Increase = additional revenue, Decrease = additional expenses)

Amount;

Identify Budget Impact (Required):

INo Budget Impact

a. G/L line impacted
b. Budget year impacted 2027

C. Details

This will be accounted for in the 2027 Tax.Levy calculation.
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6.

Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule? Human Resources Consulted
YES or |V |NO (Ifyes, provide details) N/A =1
a. Is a new position being created? Y D N
Effective date |
Salary and grade
b. Isanew émployee.being hired? D Y DN
Effective date of employment
Salary and grade
Appointed position: -
Teﬁn |
c. Is this a reclassification? DY DN
Is this position currently vacant? DY N
Is this position in the current year compensation plan? Y N
Does this item reqﬁire thelawarciiing of a contract: Y N | purchasin g Office Consulted
a. Type of Solicitation NA [+
b. Specification # (BID/RFP/RFQ/OTHER CONTRACT #)
C. If a sole source, appropriate documentation, including an updated letter, has been
submitted and approved by Purchasing Department? E Y N N/A
d. Vendor Contact Name:
e. Vendor Email:
f. Vendor Phone:
g Is the vendor/contractor an LLC, PLLC, or partnership:
h. State of vendor/contractor organization:
i Commencement date of contract term:
J Termination of contract date:
k. Contract renewal date and term:
L Is this a renewal agreement: :' Y l: N
m. Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:



9.

10.

. ‘ County Administrator’s Office
Is a grant being accepted: . YES v |NO
et g aceep or ' Consulted Yes  [+]

a. Source of grant funding:

b. Agency granting funds:

C. Amount of grant:

d Purpose grant Qiil be used for:

e. Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:
f. Time period grant covers: '

g Amount of county matching funds:

h. Administrative fee to County:

Supporting Documentation:

Marked-up previous resolution

No Markup, per consultation with County Attorney

]I [K]]

| Information summary memo

Copy of proposal or estimate

Copy of grant award notification and information

<]

Other Q&A - Clarification from NYS Department of Veterans Services

Remarks: .

New legislation passed by the State of New York in the 2026 Budget amends Real
Property Tax Law 458-a(11) entitied Exemption for Veterans with a 100%
Service-Connected Disability. The law requires local municipalities to opt-in to this
exemption. This action only impacts property taxes levied by Saratoga County and does
not apply to other local or school district property tax levies.



BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The following was provided by the New York State Department of Veterans’ Services:

New York State’s newly enacted State Budget contains a revision to the New York State Real Property Tax
Law regarding Veterans’ property tax exemptions.

Under this language negotiated by the Senate, the Assembly, and the State government’s executive
branch, the Real Property Tax Law is revised as follows:

(1) Local governments gain the option.to provide a full property tax exemption for Veterans within that
locality who have a 100% permanent and total disability compensation rating from the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). Again, this is not a statewide mandate. Each local government has
to decide for itself whether they can afford to offer this exemption to Veterans with a 100% permanent
and total disability rating.

(2) There is no longer any requirement for a Veteran to receive a VA housing grant to qualify for this
exemption.

(3) There is no longer any requirement for a Veteran to have a Total Disability based on Individual
Unemployability (TDIU) designation to qualify.

(4) Veterans who have a 100% rating that is not designated as permanent and total by the VAwill not
qualify for the total exemption.

(5) None of these provisions have any adverse impacts whatsoever on any Veterans Real Property Tax
Exemption held presently by any Veteran or any surviving spouse of a Veteran. (Forinstance, if a Veteran
has a 100% rating that is not permanent and total, that Veteran will still be able to receive the same
partial exemption on their property taxes for which they already qualify. There will be no reduction or
adverse income to that exemption).

(6) None of these provisions apply to the school tax exemption. They apply solely to the property tax
exemption on a Veteran’s primary residence in the State of New York. As before, the school tax
exemption for Veterans is not a statewide mandate. Rather, the school tax exemption for Veterans is
determined by each individual school district, based on that district’s assessment of their financial
abilities to offer such an exemption (and, if yes, how much of an exemption they can afford to offer).

Q&A

Q: lunderstand that TDIU is not required for the exemption. However, does it qualify for the total
exemption?

A: No. A TDIU designation does not qualify. Only a 100% permanent and total VA disability compensation
rating qualifies.

Q: If the Veteran held this new total tax exemption at the time of their passing, will their surviving spouse
be able to continue receiving it?



A: If the Veteran holds this tax exemption at the time of their passing, the surviving spouse will be able to
continue to receive it after the Veteran passes away. The following language from Section 458 -a,
subsection (c), verifies this: “Where a veteran is also the unremarried surviving spouse of a veteran, such
person may also receive any exemption to which the deceased spouse was entitled.”

Q: If a local government decides not to opt in to this new total exemption, will any of the existing Veterans
property tax exemptions be impacted negatively?

A: No! Definitely not. If a local government decides not to optin, there will be no adverse impacts on any
existing Veterans real property tax exemptions available in thatlocality.

Q: Does this apply to the Surviving Spouse of a Veteran who was 100% (not P&T)?

A: No. This would apply to the surviving spouse of a Veteran who had a 100% permanent and total rating
from the VA, but not the surviving spouse of a Veteran who had a 100% rating without a permanent and
total designation from the VA.

Q: Is there a specific form for this exemption? Or willwe use the standard 458rp and 458rp-dis?

A: There is no “special form” for this exemption. It is part of Section 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law,
and thus the same forms that are used now for the Alternative Veterans Property Tax Exemption will still
be used here.

Q: Is this the final edition of the bill that tax assessors will use in areas that optin?

A: Barring any amendments that are unforeseen at this time, this will be the provision thatis used by the
property tax assessors based on taxable status occurring on and after October 1, 2026.

Q: This appears to include Veterans with qualifying conditions such as MST, PTSD, TBIwho may not have
received a fully honorable discharge, provided their discharge was not dishonorable or a bad conduct
discharge. Is it fair to understand the intent of this language as extending eligibility to Veterans whose

- discharge status may have been affected by difficult or mitigating circumstances, including qualifying
conditions or prior policies affecting LGBT service members?

A: This language references the New York State Restoration of Honor Act. The Restoration of Honor Act
provides a pathway to restore access to State benefits for Veterans who unjustly received a less-than-
honorable administrative separation due to their chain of command’s misunderstanding of a mental
health condition caused or worsened by military service, or due to laws or policies that discriminated
against the Service Member’s sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

Among the State benefits that can be restored by a favorable Restoration of Honor Act decision is the
Alternative Veterans Tax Exemption. As this new exemption is covered by the same state statute that
governs the Alternative Veterans Tax Exemption, a favorable Restoration of Honor Act decision can
likewise open the door for the recipient Veteran to receive this new exemption as well, provided that they
are in a locality that opts in and provided that they have a 100% permanent and total rating.



NY State Fully Disabled Veterans Property Tax Exemption
Estimated Impacts for Saratoga County |

The following represents current estimates for how this new Local Law impacts the overall
Saratoga County property tax levy These numbers will vary based on number.of qualifying
Veterans who participate, assessed valuations of those parcels ‘and other factors that go
into the property tax levy process for the Cou nty.

Based on current Veterans Affalrs data 3,585 Veterans are receiving VA Dlsablllty
Compensatlon in Saratoga County. Of those, 775 are rated at 100% disability. However,
not all of those are considered Permanent & Total Disability cases under the VA rules. The
new exemption will only apply to those with that P&T designation.

Estimated Financial Impacts for Saratoga County Property Taxpayers:

1) The 2027 Equalized Assessed Valuation estimate for the County is $46,685,151,560.

2) Estimated assessed valuation reduction with this exemption is $105,511,785.

3) Using the current Property Tax Rate of $1.78 per $1,000 of EAV, the estimated 2027
levy will be approximately $83.1 million.

4) Estimated exemption total is $187,000 of Veterans property taxes that must be
spread across the remainder of the tax base.

5) This equates to approximately 2 tenths of one percent of the total levy if this is
enacted.

These estimates are for the County levy only using currently available figures, and do not
apply to any school or local property tax levies.
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Section 1. Subdivision 11 of sectiori 458-a of the real property'tax
law, as amended by cliapter 77 of the laws of 2026, i§ amended to read as
follows:

11. In-addition to any other exemption from taxation on real property
which may be allowed to veterans pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter, including subdivision three of section four hundred fifty-eight
of this title, a.county, city, town, village or school district may
adapt a local law or resolution providing that the primary residence of
any seriously disabled veteran [who] shall be fully exempt from taxation
and special district charges, assessments and special ad valorem levies,
provided that such veteran meets all other requirements of this_section
and_such veteran has met at least one of the criteria set forth in
paragraph {a).of this subdivision and the criterion set forth in_para-
graph (b) of this subdivision. To be eligible for such exemption, a
veteran:

(a)(i) [was]) must have been discharged or released [therefrom under
honorable conditions] from active military, naval, space or air service,
including_army_and_air_national _guard service performed pursuant to
federal orders under title 10 of the United States code, under honorable
conditions; or

(ii) [has) must have a qualifying condition, as defined in section one |
of the veterans' services law, and [has] must have received a discharge

other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service; or
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(iii) [is] must be a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section
one of the veterans’ sefvices law, and [has] must Kave Treceivéd a
discharge othier than bad Eonduct or dishonorable from such’service; and

(b) [(i) is} must be corisidered by the Unitéd States dapartment of
veterans affairs to be permancnitly and totally disabléd as a result of
military service[;] ‘ } ' :

[(ii) is rated one hundred percent disablgd by the United States
departmentof veterans affairs;] © * .

[(iii) has been rated by 'thé United States department of veterans
affairs as individually unemployable; and]

[{iv) who is eligible for pecuniary assistance from the United States -
government, of has received pecuniary assistance from the United States
éove'rrirrier'\t ‘and has applied such assistance toward the acquisition or
miodification of a suitablé housing init with special features or movable
facilities made necessary by the nature of the veterans' disability, and
the necessary land thefefor shall be fully exempt from taxation” and
special district charges, assessments and special ad valorem levies,
provided that such veteran meets all other requirements cof this
section.),_as evidenced_ by a letter, official form, or other document
sent to such veteran from such department that specifically states such
veteran is considered to be permanently and totally disabled as a result
of such service.

(c) In no case shall the taxable assessed value of the property of a
qualifying veteran be reduced below zero. Nothing contained herein shall

be construed to require or authorize the discontinuance of any exemption
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granted pursuant to subdivision three of section four hundred fifty-
eight of this title.

(d)_Each county, city, town, village or school district that adopts a
shall notify the department of veterans' services within thirty days of
such adoption; provided, however, that a failure to notify the depart-
local law or resolution_ineffective. The department of veterans'
services shall compile and maintain a publicly available record of each
such county, city, town, village or school district that has adopted
such exemption.

§ 2. This act shall take effectimmediately and shall apply to assess-
ment rolls based on taxable status dates occurring on and after October

1, 2026.



SARATOGA COUNTY
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST

TO: Steve Bulger, County Administrator
Ridge Harris, Deputy County Administrator
George Conway, County Attorney
Therese Connolly, Clerk of the Board
Stephanie Hodgson, Director of Budget

CC: John Warmt, Director of Purchasing
Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development

Bridget Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Audra Hedden, County Administrator's Office

Emily Spring, County Attorney's Office This column must be completed
prior to submission of the request.

DEPARTMENT: Veterans Service Agency EI
DATE: 7/29/20
COMMITTEE: Veterans' Affairs
County Attorney’s Office
Consulted Yes  [=]
L. Is a Resolution Required:

Yes, Proclamation/Honorary Resolution|~

2 Proposed Resolution Title:

RESOLUTION HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 TERRORIST ATTACKS,
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES, AND
EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE FIRST RESPONDERS,
MILITARY MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND ALL WHO
SERVED IN THE AFTERMATH

3 Specific Details on what the resolution will authorize:
See attached




4.

5.

Is a Budget Amendment needed: YES or |¥v|{NO
If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided.
Any budget amendments must have equal and offsetting entries.

Please see attachments for impacted budget lines.
(Use ONLY when more than four lines are impacted.)

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted Yes

Revenue
Account Number Account Name Amount
Expense
Account Number Account Name Amount

Fund Balance (if applicable): (Increase = additional revenue, Decrease = additional expenses)

Amount;

Identify Budget Impact (Required):

INo Budget Impact

a. G/L line impacted

b. Budget year impacted

c. Details




6.

7.

Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule?

YES or |V |NO (Ifyes, provide details)

Human Resources Consulted

NA [

N

a. Isanew position being created? Y N
Effective date
Salary and grade
b. Is anew employee being hired? Y N
Effective date of employment
Salary and grade
Appointed position:
Term
c. Is this a reclassification? Y N
Is this position currently vacant? Y N
Is this position in the current year compensation plan?
Does this item require the awarding of a contract: Y |YIN
a. Type of Solicitation
b. Specification # (BID/RFP/RFQ/OTHER CONTRACT #)
c. If a sole source, appropriate documentation, including an u
submitted and approved by Purchasing Department?
d. Vendor Contact Name:
e. Vendor Email:
f. Vendor Phone:
g Is the vendor/contractor an LLC, PLLC, or partnership:
h. State of vendor/contractor organization:
i Commencement date of contract term:
J Termination of contract date:
k. Contract renewal date and term:
L Is this a renewal agreement: Y N
m. Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:

Purchasing Office Consulted

NA  [E

dated letter, has been

Y

N { N/A




10.

Is a grant being accepted: YES or v [NO

a. Source of grant funding:

b. Agency granting funds:

c. Amount of grant:

d. Purpose grant will be used for:

€. Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:

f. Time period grant covers:

g Amount of county matching funds:

h. Administrative fee to County:

Supporting Documentation:

Marked-up previous resolution

No Markup, per consultation with County Attorney

Information summary memo

v Copy of proposal or estimate

Copy of grant award notification and information

Other

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted Yes  [7]

Remarks:




Draft Resolution for Veterans Committee

RESOLUTION HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 TERRORIST ATTACKS,
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES, AND EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE FIRST RESPONDERS,
MILITARY MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND ALL WHO SERVED IN THE AFTERMATH

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2001, our nation endured one of the darkest days in its history when coordinated
terrorist attacks claimed the lives of nearly 3,000 innocent Americans at the World Trade Center, the Pentagon,
and aboard United Airlines Flight 93; and

WHEREAS, the attacks forever changed our nation and left an enduring impact on countless families,
communities, and first responders, while demonstrating both the devastating consequences of hatred and the
extraordinary resilience of the American people; and

WHEREAS, the year 2026 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of these tragic events, providing an important
opportunity to pause, reflect, and reaffirm our commitment that the sacrifices made and lives lost on
September 11, 2001, will never be forgotten; and

WHEREAS, the Saratoga County Board of Supervisors remembers with profound respect the innocent victims
of the attacks and honors the courage and strength of their families, who continue to carry their loved ones'
memories forward; and

WHEREAS, we express our deepest gratitude to the firefighters, law enforcement officers, emergency medical
personnel, military members, public employees, construction workers, healthcare professionals, volunteers,
and countless others who responded with extraordinary courage and selflessness on September 11 and
throughout the days, weeks, and months that followed, often placing themselves in harm's way in service to
others; and

WHEREAS, we also recognize those whose lives have been forever changed by illnesses and injuries resulting
from their service at the attack sites and recovery efforts, and we remain grateful for their sacrifices and
unwavering dedication to our nation; and

WHEREAS, the events of September 11 reminded all Americans of the enduring values of courage, service,
compassion, unity, and love of country that define our nation even in its most difficult moments; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Saratoga County Board of Supervisors hereby commemorates the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks by honoring the memory of all who lost their lives, recognizing the
courage and sacrifice of all who responded, and expressing its enduring gratitude to every individual who
answered the call to serve during one of our nation's greatest times of need; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Board encourages all residents of Saratoga County to observe this solemn anniversary
through remembrance, acts of service, community reflection, and renewed appreciation for the first
responders, military personnel, and all those whose courage and compassion exemplified the very best of
America; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Board shall transmit copies of this Resolution to the Saratoga County Sheriff's
Office, Saratoga County Emergency Services, Saratoga County Fire Advisory Board, Saratoga County EMS
Council, local fire departments, police agencies, emergency medical service providers, Veterans organizations,



and other appropriate organizations throughout Saratoga County as a lasting expression of the County's
gratitude and remembrance.



SARATOGA COUNTY

TO: Steve Bulger, County Administrator
Ridge Harris, Deputy County Administrator
George Conway, County Attorney
Therese Connolly, Clerk of the Board
Stephanie Hodgson, Director of Budget

CC: John Warmt, Director of Purchasing
Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development
Bridget Rider, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Audra Hedden, County Administrator's Office
Emily Spring, County Attorney's Office

DEPARTMENT: Veterans Service Agency EI
DATE: 7/29/20
COMMITTEE: Veterans' Affairs -]
1. Is a Resolution Required:

No, Discussion Only =

2. Proposed Resolution Title:
Presentation on the role of a Veteran Service Officer

3. Specific Details on what the resolution will authorize:

Director McClement will make a presentation of case study
examples to illustrate the role and duties of a VSO, and the
time, training, and dedication required in the job.

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST

This column must be completed
prior to submission of the request.

County Attorney’s Office
Consulted Yes IEI




4.

5.

Is a Budget Amendment needed: YES or |V |NO
If yes, budget lines and impact must be provided.
Any budget amendments must have equal and offsetting entries.

Please see attachments for impacted budget lines.
(Use ONLY when more than four lines are impacted.)

Revenue

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted Yes

Account Number Account Name Amount

Expense

Account Number Account Name Amount

Fund Balance (if applicable): (Increase = additional revenue, Decrease = additional expenses)

Amount;

Identify Budget Impact (Required):

INo Budget Impact

a. G/L line impacted
b. Budget year impacted

c. Details




6.

7.

a.

b.

C.

Does this item require the awarding of a contract:

®

Is a new position being created? Y N
Effective date
Salary and grade
Is a new employee being hired? Y N
Effective date of employment
Salary and grade
Appointed position:
Term
Is this a reclassification? Y N
Is this position currently vacant? Y

Are there Amendments to the Compensation Schedule?
__|YES or |v|NO (If yes, provide details)

N

Is this position in the current year compensation plan?

Type of Solicitation

Human Resources Consulted

NA A

N

Y

v

N

Specification # (BID/RFP/RFQ/OTHER CONTRACT #)

If a sole source, appropriate documentation, including an u
submitted and approved by Purchasing Department?

Vendor Contact Name:
Vendor Email:

Vendor Phone:;

Is the vendor/contractor an LLC, PLLC, or partnership:

State of vendor/contractor organization:

Commencement date of contract term:

Termination of contract date:

Contract renewal date and term:

Is this a renewal agreement:

Y

Vendor/Contractor comment/remarks:

Purchasing Office Consulted

NA o

dated letter, has been

Y

N

N/A




10.

Is a grant being accepted: YES or v |INO

a.

Source of grant funding:

Agency granting funds:

Amount of grant:

Purpose grant will be used for:

Equipment and/or services being purchased with the grant:

Time period grant covers:

Amount of county matching funds:

Administrative fee to County:

Supporting Documentation:

Marked-up previous resolution

No Markup, per consultation with County Attorney

Information summary memo

Copy of proposal or estimate

Copy of grant award notification and information

Other

County Administrator’s Office
Consulted Yes  [7]

Remarks:

A powerpoint presentation will accompany remarks made by Director McClement. No
action needed by the Board, this is just for educational and illustrative purposes only.
Chairman Murray and Adminstrator bulger have authorized this presentation and will take
approximately 20 minute s or longer depneding on questions from the committee.






