
 

 

           
 

Trails & Open Space Committee 
Tuesday, October 6, 2026  4PM 
40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY   
 
Chair: Joe Grasso 
Members: Dave Ball, Michael Gyarmathy-VC, Ed Kinowski,  
Ram Lalukota, Scott Ostrander, Minita Sanghvi 

 
 

Agenda 
 

I. Welcome and Attendance 

 

II. Approval of the minutes of the September 1, 2026 meeting 

 

III. Discussion: Office of Planning & Economic Development Updates – Jason Kemper, 
Planning & Economic Development 

 

IV. Other Business 

 

V. Adjournment 



 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Trails and Open Space Committee Members 
 
CC: County Administrator’s Office 
 County Attorney’s Office 
 Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM: Jason Kemper, Director of Planning and Economic Development 
 
DATE: September 30, 2026 
 
RE: October 2026 Trails and Open Space Meeting 
              
 
 
 
County Forestland / Zim Smith Trail Updates / County Grant Updates    

• There are currently 4 pending Open Space/Farmland Protection Projects, including all three 2025 
awards; and one from 2021. 

• The 2026 Farm Protection and Open Space grant program collected five grant applications, four 
farm protection and one open space protection, with a total request of $1,331,530 of funding.  A 
subcommittee met on  July 29th to discuss the 2026 Farmland Protection and Open Space with 
Saratoga PLAN.  Saratoga PLAN has reached back out to the applicant’s, and a sub committee 
meeting will be held in early October to formulate the final award recommendation. 

• Currently, there are 29 pending Trail Projects being administered by the Planning Department.  Of 
the 29 projects, 12 are 2026, eight are 2025, six are 2024, one is a 2023 award, one is 2021 and 
one is 2020.  Since the last status update the 2026 Town of Halfmoon trail award has been closed. 
The 2024 Town of Charlton Trails and 2024 City of Saratoga Springs projects were completed, and 
reimbursement was approved by the Auditor and will be processed for payment.   An Amended 
contract for the 2021 Town of Greenfield/Saratoga Plan trail grant award has been fully executed, 
reimbursement request approved by the Auditor and payment is pending.                         

• Public notice about the annual 303a 30-day Agricultural District Inclusion period was published in 
the Saratogian on 9.10.26, Daily Gazette on 9.10.26, and Saratoga Today on 9.11.26 for any 
landowner wishing to add their viable agricultural lands into one of the two existing agricultural 
districts in the county.  A link to the inclusion application is on the Planning Department’s webpage 
(https://www.saratogacountyny.gov/wp/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Planning-26-27-303-b-
Ag-District-Inclusion-Form.pdf).  The 30-day inclusion period, when applications are accepted, 
runs from Oct. 1st to Oct. 31st every year.  All Supervisors will be notified of the inclusionary 
period. 
 

https://www.saratogacountyny.gov/wp/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Planning-26-27-303-b-Ag-District-Inclusion-Form.pdf
https://www.saratogacountyny.gov/wp/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Planning-26-27-303-b-Ag-District-Inclusion-Form.pdf


• The Department continues to work with the County Forester on recommendations for the county 
forestland in Wilton that sustained significant timber loss as a result of the tornado on August 
27th.  Drone images provided of the impacted areas are attached to this memo. Saratoga County 
Soil and Water Conservation District staff performed the drone work for this assessment. 

• Department staff attend a Great Sacandaga Lake HWA (Hemlock Wholly Adelgid) working group 
on  9.23.26 at the Northville DEC office.  HWA is an invasive species that impacts hemlock trees.  
The insect has been confirmed on county owned lands around Great Sacandaga Lake.  Options 
will be explored for these timber stands and reported back to the committee. 

• Supervisor Grasso and Jason Kemper have been attending regular meetings of the Graphite Range 
Community Forest Advisory Committee.  Trail usage, signage, maintenance, and event policies 
have all been discussed.  
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